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PREFACE, 


In the following pages 1 have no toil down 
such occurrences and incidents as mmt under 
my own personal observation, during the 
long voyage over the world of waters that 
intervenes between the English shores ami 
China—a country perhaps second only in 
extent to the gigantic empire which stretches 
north and south over the whole continent of 
Eastern Europe, ns well ns over that of 
Western Asia—but of infinitely greater con¬ 
sequence to us in a commercial point of 
view, the more particularly, since the late 
war, when the cession of llong Kong lifts 
had the effect of increasing our commerce 
and relations with that part of the world. 
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Id the course of my narrative, I have 
given some account of the places at which 
tike ship in which I went out touched, and 
of the persons with whom I happened to 
come In contact, in the hope that such 
details may not be unacceptable to general 
lenders, and, at the same time, prove uf 
some utility to those who may hereafter 
follow in the same truck. 

The €ttpe of Goad Hope being a part of 
the world at which vessels frequently stop 
Id i:ike in supplies, oil their voyage out to 
the far East, and heing, moreover, one of 
tlie most important and commanding spot?, 
mi the face of the earth, I have deemed it 
expedient to devote considerable space to the 
mention of this Colony—unquestionably one 
of the mostvaluable of the British possessions 
ii broad, and which would, no doubt, at this 
moment., have been severed from the mother 
country, hud not the English Government 
been recently compelled to yield to the just 
and rightful demands of its inhabitants. 
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To have placed that good and braye man, 
Sir Harry Smith, for bo long a period, in 
bo trying a situation, during which be 
acquitted himself in the most honourable 
manna?, both towards his country and the 
Colonists, oyer whom he was called upon to 
preside, is an evidence of imbecility, or 
ignorance, without parallel on the part of n 
British Minister. 

That country, which hna been termed “ the 
brightest jewel in the English Crown,' 1 was, 
Consequently, in great jeopardy of being 
ruined, on account of the tardy order to 
remove from its shores the malefactors to a 
more tiuitEiblc destination, it is to be hoped 
that the mistaken policy exhibited on this 
iiccasion will operate ns a warning to future 
Ministers, who, it h obvious, should be 
selected to till such important trusts, on 
account of their great experience of men 
and manners, of their high attainments, and 
pmetical knowledge of the wants of our 
vast Colonial Empire. 
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The next place of paramount Importance 
at which I arrived was Bombay, and such is 
our a]moat, daily intercourse with India, that 
1 venture to hope the descriptions which I 
have given connected with this now most 
important part of our Indian Empire, may 
be of some service to the numerous visitants 
to that Presidency. During my stay in 
Western India, I could not resist the tempta¬ 
tion, ail hough at considerable expense, of 
visiting Poona, the celebrated capital of the 
Mahniitu iinipire, and those famous cave 
temples of Kadi, Kan art, Bumbourdu, Jfec., 
so seldom explored by travellers* 

On my arrival at Singapore, that recently- 
founded emporium of the commerce of the 
East, I could not fail to be impressed with 
the bane ful dFects of opium-smoking amongst 
the natives. But I feel assured that the 
abme of spirits and tobacco at home is 
attended with evils quite as great to the 
healfti and morals of the people, ns those 
arising in the East from the practice of 
opium-smoking. 
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As regards Hong Kong, I have given some 
particulars connected with the present state 
of the Colony, which I trust tuny not be con- 
sitlered devoid of interest. 

On arriving in the great u Provincial 
City ”• of the Celestial Empire, 1 availed 
myself of every opportunity of inspecting 
whatever is accessible to the “Fftn*qtu," 
although in one or two cases, at some per- 
son id risk to myself. Among other excur¬ 
sions, I may mention that round the walla 
of the dty, early in the morning, Injure the 
population were stirring, which is seldom 
undertaken by any European. 

1 must not omit to express my beat 
acknowledgments to various friends and 
others, from whom 1 experienced the utmost 
kindness and hospitality during my stay 
in the East, and who afforded me every 
facility in their power of visiting places 
Which l deemed worthy of inspection. 1 
may particularly mention the names of 
Mr. Shea, the chief surgeon at the Naval 

* Ctsn'ra la to cihJlpJ by the Ctnum. 
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Hospital, Cape of Good Hope; Dr. Miller, 
of' Bombay; Major Candy and the Her. [[. 
Cassidy, ot Poona; Dr. Alien, of Singapore; 
Drs. Hunter and Smith, of Whampoa; Mr. 
Miiokean, Mr. Walkindiuw, Dr*. Parker and 
Kenny, of Canton ; and Dr, Watson, of 
Macao. 

I liuvo also to tender my thanks to the 
Curator of the East India Company’s Mu¬ 
seum, for having so obligingly permitted me 
to have copied from the Chinese original, the 
View of Canton, which forms the frontis¬ 
piece to the first volume. My acknowledg¬ 
ments ary also due to the noble-minded Ladv 
Franklin, who, on account of my former 
acquaintance with her gallant husband, 
whose fate at present excites so deep an 
interest in the public mind, has kindly 
acquiesced in tuy wish, out of respect to him, 
to permit me to dedicate to her the present 
volumes. 

J, Bebncastle. 

@(1*. AElmn^siic^ Jtqg«&l> Ptat, 

NuthbIm, 1^50. 
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CHAPTER r. 

Iliiaare Xo Vwh tip Euet — Fjhbtirk inihz u Bmfotfo Ijjf*" - 
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A GREAT desire to visit the East, hurl 
always been with me a taste not easy to 
gratify, when unexpectedly circumstances 
occurred which enabled me to accomplish 
my wishes, beyond my most sanguine ex¬ 
pectations. 

On the 6th of October, 1848, T embarked at 
rortsmouth on board of t he“ Here ford shire," 
Captain Richardson, bound to the Cape of 
Good Hope and Bombay. The “ Hereford- 
vol. t ' a 
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shire ** is one of the old East India Company’s 
teak-built ships, of which there are only 
three others left* She is 1,(500 tons, pierced 
for forty guns, and carries one hundred men. 
In the Company's time, her crew was erne 
hundred and fifty, anil her armament com¬ 
plete: she is the size of a fifty-gun frigate ; 
and, when used as a troopship, has carried 
on the gun and orlop decks 800 men* 

Three years ago, she left New 1 ork T 
drawing twenty-five feet water, being 
loaded with flour for the Irish famine: a 
acvcnty^four-gim ship draws no more. She 
sail9 very fast, and is the easiest ship at sea 
I ever was in* After five or six days heating 
down Channel under double-reefed topsails, 
we saw the Lizard light for the last time on 
the 12th s and, having entered the Bay of 
Biscay, that classic region of storms, under 
most favourable auspices, the wind right aft 
and all our white canvass swelling with the 
breeze, we had just dined, and were sitting 
gaily over our wine, when the cry of 41 a man 
overboard V* resounded through the ship* 
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I sprang upon dock, and ran towards the 
life-buoy, which I found the boatswnina 
mate in the act of cutting away. About 
fifty yards astern, a fine young sailor was 
struggling against the waves, and looking up 
towards us with an aspect of despair mingled 
with rays of hope. He swam towards the 
life-buoy, and was said to have been seen to 
grasp it, by some hands stationed on t he 
main-yard. A catter manned by six picked 
men, with the third officer, pulled off imme¬ 
diately to his rescue • there was a considerable 
amount of sea on at thu time, which preven¬ 
ted the men in the boat from distinguishing 
an object at any distance from them, and 
from the ship he was entirely lust sight of. 

The sailors having pulled against a hard 
wind for more than an hour, without any 
chance of success, a signal was made for their 
recall. The Bhip being before the wind when 
the accident occurred, was very much against 
the man’s being picked up, and, in rounding 
to, we carried away the fore-topsail yard; the 
immense spar broke like a reed, and two 
* a 2 
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hands at work upon it had a narrow escape 
from being precipitated on deck. The yards 
were now squared, and the breeze increasing 
soon carried us far away from the resting- 
place of the unfortunate sailor. 

The affability of our excellent Captain, 
and constant fine weather, made its find the 
time pass agreeably, nothing occurring but the 
usual routine of speaking ships, or exchang¬ 
ing signals, until the 19th, when wc arrived 
off the far-famed island of Madeira, keeping 
it in sight all (lay, on the larboard side dis¬ 
tant about fifteen miles. It appears a high 
bold land, terminating abruptly towards the 
southern extremity. With the glass, we 
could easily distinguish the green trees, and 
a few buildings on different jairts of the 
island, as we passed along almost becalmed 
in front of it. This is the second time l 
have been tantalized with a distant view of 
Madeira, which, much to my regret, has 
ended in a view, ** ct preterea nihil,” 

Every day now makes a sensible difference 
in the temperature as we approach the tropics, 
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and the ocean begins to have more signs of 
life. Innumerable porpoises gambol around 
the ship * a grampus is seen sporting astern, 
and shoals of flying-fish dart suddenly by, 
disappearing in the water for a minute, then 
rising again in the air, pursued by some of 
the larger fish that prey upon them. Bo¬ 
ne tas, albicores and dolphins, are all good 
eating, and offer much sport to the angler. 
The nautilus, called by sailors Portuguese 
man-of-war, is constantly met with sailing 
along, and boobies, a species of seagull, aligh t 
upon the rigging, where they allow themselves 
to be caught by hand. Occasionally, a large 
whale is seen spouting in the distance, which, 
with sharks and pilot-fish, serve to break up 
the monotony of a long sea voyage. 

Soon after we had entered the tropic 
of Cancer, two large sharks, the first we had 
yet seen, were swimming a few yards from 
the ship. Two good shark-hooks, halted with 
salt pork, were soon towing astern, and a 
minute afterwards one fish turning himself 
on hk bauk took the bait, and was quickly 
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hauled on board. Tt was a blue shark, about 
eight feet long, each jaw hairing three rows 
of teeth; a remora, or snaking fish, was 
adhering to its side. It was soon cut to 
pieces by the sailors, who rather like it as it 
affords them a fresh mess. Wo hud some 
fried for dinner, and it is not bad eating for 
a change. 

I found the range of the thermometer In 
the tropics at son, in the shade, to be from SO 
to 8G, varying little night or day, and the 
temperature of the water the same as that 
of tbc uir, which renders sea-bathing very 
delightful and conducive to health. This can 
be had early in the morning on deck, but I 
have sometimes during a calm been tempted 
to have a swim overboard, which is not an 
uncommon thing for the crew to do, however 
imprudent such a step must be, even should 
no shark at the time be in sight. 

I remember well, in 1842, when return¬ 
ing from Australasia, we had just arrived 
within a few degrees of the Equator, having 
run through the south-east-trade, where 
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calms and variables are always to be ex¬ 
pected, but seldom to the extent that fell to 
<>ur lot. Becalmed off the coast of the Brazils, 
under a vertical sun, wc lay during twelve 
successive days, with the helm lashed u-Iec, 
like a log upon the water. Sot a breath uf 
air was stirringj, and the only noise heard 
was the flapping of the useless sails against 
the musts, and the grumbling of tbe sailors, 
who prefer even the tempest to the tedi¬ 
ous monotony of a calm. The passengers 
were trying to kill time by various de¬ 
vices. Some amused themselves by shoot¬ 
ing at a target hung out from the topsail 
yard-arm; others resorted to gymnastics 
amongst the spurs and rigging, but the ex¬ 
cessive heat, and the unrippled stillness of 
the ocean, tempted a gentleman mid myself 
to indulge in the renovating luxury of a 
bath. To this the chances of meeting with 
a shark presented the only objection; but 
wc had not seen one for several days, 
although certainly two pilot-fUh had been 
found playing under tbe rudder-case the 
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day hefgre. The desire of sea-bathin'? 

C 

umler the Line was, however, so great that 
it overcame our apprehensions, anil the order 
having been given to man the cutter and 
lower away, we at once found ourselves 
upon the placid waters. 

No sooner had the knit left the ship’s side, 
than two pilot-fish were observed to dart 
out frym their hiding place. My friend 
quickly undressed and sprang into the sea, 
hut had scarcely swam round the cutter 
when he becamealaniied, and, although an ex¬ 
cellent swimmer, begged of us to help him in 
directly. He seemed as if he had a presen¬ 
timent of evil. We laughed at his excited 
state and with some little delay, owing to 
the height of the gunwale, got him into the 
boat. One minute had not elapsed from the 
time he left the water, when the second 
officer called out from the forecastle, ** a largo 
shark on the lee bowl’’ We all of course 
thought it was in joke, and whilst looking 

in that direction without seeing anything_ 

“ There, There! close alongside the boat l_*• 
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was echoed from n. hundred voices, all point¬ 
ing at once to the same spot* 

^ ® then plainly saw, floating on the 
surface of the water, this immense monster 
ot the deep, so near to the boat that we could 
have Couched it with our hands. It wits a grey 
shark, one of the worst species, and reached 
from stem to stern of the cutter, n length of 
eighteen feet; his faithful attendants, the 
pilot-fish, as usual were at his sides. It swam 
several timed around us, us if disappointed 
ol ids prey, whilst we congratulated our 
friend upon his miraculous escape, which* 
long after, afforded a subject of merriment. 

During this time, they were not idle do 
board the ship. The shark-hook was baited 
with o, couple of pounds of salt pork, and 
rigged out over the taffrail: the fish ap¬ 
proached the bait reluctantly, and would 
not touch it, he had missed his man, and he 
knew the difference: it was a fresh mess he 
wanted. All eyes were watcliing the book 
wit h anxiety, but it would not do. 

He swam round and round the ship for 

B 3 
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two hours constantly, with the pilot-fish 
that invariably accompany him. No nr- 
tifke could induce him to touch the bait, 
which fit liny other time would have been 
most eagerly caught at* Ho had lost his 
intended harm* bouche, and nothing could 
satisfy him in its place* At last, ho took 
Is is departure, and his sharp dorsal fin, 
which is general^’ seen above the surface of 
the w ater, was soon lost in the distance* 

We have now been just one month at sen, 
and passing the ruck of St. Paul's situated 
near the Equator, Neptune's Secretary came 
on hoard in the evening amidst the burning 
of blue lights and tar- barrels, to announce 
the intended visit of the God of the sea on 
our crossing the Line, and to obtain the 
list of all those who had never yet entered 
his dominions. 

The next day we crossed the Lino, when 
Neptune himself came on board* and was 
drawn in Ins car in state round the decks by 
four sailors disguised as beam Mis other 
attendants, in grotesque costumes, formed 
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the procession, which was well pot up, the 
ceremony hayiug been sanctioned by the 
captain, on condition that it should be con¬ 
fined to the crew* and put a stop to by thorn 
when ordered to u kmckqjj'** 

About thirty of the sailors underwent the 
usual ordeal of shaving, and subsequent 
ducking, in a large tub filled with salt water, 
not of the purest description* At noon the 
decks were cleared, and everything termi¬ 
nated very pleasantly. In the evening, the 
men amused themselves by singing and 
dancing on the quarter-deck, when extra 
grog was served out to them, and thus 
ended a ceremony which, harmless hi itself, 
has been the cause of so many abuses, that 
some captains object to Its performance* 1 
think in a ship with proper discipline and 
a little care In the distribution of spirits, 
such ii recreation can be but useful, and h 
generally looked forward to by passengers 
as one of the sights of an Indian voyage, that 
one could hardly fancy complete without it. 

The north-east-trade has carried us 
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more to the westward than h desirably and 
we are off the island of Ferdinand tie No- 
ronha, on the eon-st of Brazil, used by that 
government ns a place for convicts. Flocks 
of white gulls all around show the vicinity 
of the land. We pass not Ikr from the islands 
nf Martin Vna and Trinidad, and begin to 
haul up for the Cape of Good I lope. Leaving 
the tropic of Capricorn, we soon lose sight of 
flying-fish* bonefcas* and other tropical com¬ 
panions, and fall in with Cape hens* Cape 
pigeons* and the stately albatross* which is 
seldom seen m the tropics 

Amongst the various interesting object* 
met with in a long sea voyage, the albatross 
certainly ranks the foremost Its immense size, 
its beautiful white plumage, and the majestic 
manner in which it sails rapidly along with¬ 
out moving its expanded wing-, render it 
the most splendid sight that It is possible 
to behold. They are not generally met 
with before reaching 30 * south latitude, 
when they begin to appear, and increase in 
numbers as we get into the cold regions of 
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the southern hernia pi se re. Off the Cape of 
Good Hope they are exceedingly numerous, 
and afford o great deal of sport to the passen¬ 
gers on board skip, who pa** the time away 
in shooting lit them, or fishing tot them with 
a Unc and baited hook. 

The sailor* call them South Sen-men^ and 
believe that every captain of a South Sea¬ 
man whodies is tmurformed into an albatross, 
still to haunt the seas he was accustomed to 
roam upon during his life; this and many 
other superstitious sayings are connected 
with them; l had heard many disputed arise 
about their dimension^ and some are apt to 
over-rate them. The largest we ever caught 
measured twelve feet from the tip of one 
win it to the tip of the other, ^ ® caught 
several measuring irom one to two feet les^- 
A captain who had been castaway on the 
barren iskntl of Tristan da Cunhn t and hiui 
subsisted there for two years, principally on 
their eggs, had had tnosl ample opportune 
ties of ascertaining the real laces, and he 
assured me that he liad never taken one 
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measuring more than thirteen feet. I have 
seen an account of otic in the museum at 
Cape 1 own, the largest ever caught, it is 
seventeen teet from the tip of one wing 
to the tip of the other. The albatross 
must only be seen on the wing; when taken, 
and got on deck, it is the most helpless, 
awkward looking bird imaginable; it vomits 
directly, and tumbles about, being quite 
unable to raise itself and fly away. 

Its voracity is well marked, and it is the 
constant companion of ships, Mowing in 
their wake to pick up what is cast over- 
board. It is not unusual to see a dozen or 
more of these gigantic birds settle down on 
the water, devouring anything that chance 
may have thrown in their way. This 
repast renders them an easy pray to the 
angler. 

IVlKm the weather is calm, and the ship 
not going more than two knots through the 
water, a large fish-hook is baited with a piece 
of pork, and king attached to a strong line 
wot less than two-hundred feet long, is 
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thrown over the tail rail t and allowed to tow 
astern. 

The albatross hovers round it several 
times, then settles down on the water and 
swallows it at once. The line is hauled in, 
and be is easily taken, unless, as often hap 
pens, by his struggles he breaks the hook or 
line, and escapes. I have seen in this way 
several caught in less than an hour. 

Their beaks, measuring from six to eight 
inches, arc so strung that it is dangerous to 
get. near them. The sailors make purses of 
their web feet, and tobacco pipe lubes out of 
the bones of their legs. They arc'nor tit tor 
food, the Uesh having a strong taste of fish, 
but their eggs, 1 have heard, ore good eating. 

We are running with a strong breeze on 
the quarter towards our destination ; and, 
during the night went eleven knots an hour, 
which is about ns inucli us can be expected 
from any ship, although we often hear of 
twelve and thirteen knots being accomplished, 
which 1 generally accept 14 cum grarw salis. 

We carried away the main-topmast 
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atudding 5ll n boom, and split the fore-topmast 
studding sail, showing that they hod a dis¬ 
position lo take themselves hi, as will happen 
w hen they are not taken in in time. Several 
w hales are sporting about the ship, and shoals 
of porpoises surround ns, A gentleman 
out on the dolphin-striker, struck one with 
a harpoon, hut the fisli not being hauled up 
quick enough, tore away from the weapon, 
which must be the case when the men on 
deck are not smart in getting him on board. 
On the 7th .December, towards evening 
we sighted, for the iim time, the coast of 
Africa, and shortly afterwards Table Moun¬ 
tain, distant about twenty miles. Early 
the next morning, we reefed topsails, expect- 
j ug a strong south-easter out of Table Bay, 
but were agreeably disappointed, the w ind 
falling so light that we almost drifted up to 
onr moorings, about a mile fam the show? 
where we brought np at two r. M ., in six 

and a half fathoms, with ninety fathoms of 
chain out. 

In letting go the anchor, the stock did 
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not clear one of the stays, and carried away 
the flying jib-boom- ]fwo had come in the 
day before,, it might have been worse; the 
redoubt &d south-easter blew so strong from 
the mountain, that the Dutch frigate the 
u Ceres, 5 ' snapped her chain, and drove oat 
to sea } and another, the 11 Prins von Xcther- 
lamb*/' in beating 1 into the bay, carried away 
her main-topsail yard, anil waa obliged to run 
out to sen. They both returned the same 
morning wc entered Table Bay, 


A VOYAGE TO CHiKx\. 


JS 


CHAPTER 1L 

Malay BofllS—Lfflldilig HI Cnpi? T-Jim—Mr*. Firfcfc'* Ilm- 

teE—(rgrfniffleirt Huwhj—T ti« Cnjui Tatm MliaWd— 
Tlifl Tawb desmtaHl —Wnwl InhAl'iuiul;* - FubEk LluHib 
in^fl—Penguin#—Canute! mt 1 CWiinuik—Hud to Blmcrfi 
Tfl-wn—RaHcnct of Sir U< Kiuiiti—Snakos—Fnl&c Raj 
—Dutch Fart—Knit Buy—-Tlio Kami Hoapttfll—Cue* 
of EliFT|ihaj]ttiiftih[ -The Dutkynnl—Bikefe Ik^Me —\\ i[d 
AbIoiaIi- Thfl ^oulluLEflplon. Fi^pue—Cipo Yknayntlft—■ 
Dutch Frlgmte—Ptotnnbc t=t tamer. 

The day was beautiful, with scarcely a 
breath of wind, tbits being at the Cape the 
beginning of summer. A whale-boat. pulled 
by four Malays, soon came alongside, bring¬ 
ing on board Mr, Ranee, the port-captain, 
and Dr. Laing t the oflker of health. We 
were soon surrounded by a number of boats 
ol ail sizes belonging to Malays, who, with 
their fcontons, or broad pointed hats, and 
white clothing, hud a very novel appearance. 
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In a quarter of an hour, a sadling-boat 
lauded tue t for the first time* on African 
ground. Having passed the custom-house, 
I proceeded at once to Mrs. Parke's hotel in 
the Hecrengmdit, the principal street in 
Gape Town, 

I took a stroll out before dinner as far as 
the Government-house, which has nothing 
remarkable about it but a shady avenue of 
lofty trees, ft mile long, that lends to it, and 
forms a very pleasant promenade in the hot 
weather. The South African College is on one 
side of it. In front of the garden of Govern- 
nmitdiotise, I saw a Calf re crane, which is 
a very handsome and not a common bird 
here. 

In the gardens the Cape Town museum is 
to be seen; but it was too late for admit* 
tance. It contains sped mens of the zoology 
and entomology, of the colony, but is 
rather a poor affair- At seven I dined at 
the taU ff (Thole at the hotels about twenty 
sate down to dinner. Captain Consitt and 
a large party of ladies, passengers in the 
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r^.'\ onsliifi; lor Madras, wore staying 
there, "'ho with the captains and passengers 
i'rom other ship, completed our party. 

Dinner was served up in good style, se¬ 
veral aorta of Cape fiali, oyster omelettes,, a 
vegetable called knowifcop, not unlifce our 
flea-kale, peach pie, Cape plums, and oranges 
were the only novelties I noticed. 

9th December. The first impressions of 
Cape Town are very favourable; the streets 
nre wide, and all tin! i canton. Trees are 
planted in front of the houses, like the 
Boulevards. Tl, e houses Lave a lively ap- 
pea ranee, being all painted a light atone 
colour, with green Venetian blinds to the 
" I ^e prine r pal i nconveo i en cg arises 

irom tlio strong winds blowing about the 
fine red sand, which penetrates into every¬ 
thing, and rentiers walking out very un¬ 
pleasant whilst it Lists. 

Capo Town contains a population of 
25,000, two thirds of whom are people of 
colour. The Malays form the greater por¬ 
tion of the lower classes, then Negroes, 
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Hottentots, Coffrea, and n boat of other 
varieties* 

Many of the native Patch people are of 
an olive complexion The Dutch language 
is spoken by almost every person you meet; 
and amongst the lower classes, many speak 
nothing eUe. 

The town is well supplied with excellent 
water; meat, fruit, and vegetables are 
abundant in the market* Meat is very 
cheap, and fish so common, that a large 
salmon, weighing thirty pounds, may be had 
for sixpence* It is not delicate, and has of 
that fish but the name. 

The public buildings are very creditable; 
amongst them the Exchange* the public 
reading rooms free to visitor* for a mouth; 
the churches, courts of law, town-hall, 
barracks, &c% The town is lighted with 
gas, and policemen, the same as in London, 
are seen in the streets 

The view from the jetty is very animated* 
The bay swarms with penguins, a species 
uf white gull, and other sorts of aquatic 
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birds, which arc mi allowed to tic shot at 
inside the shipping. Two Dutch frigates 
and a war steamer were at anchor in the 

\m y. 

Cape Town is defendE’d by several bat¬ 
teries, and has a strong citadel, which is 
bomb proof. The garrison consists of two 
regiments of the line, and the Cape Mounted 
Rifles, who lire Hottentots, and form a very 
tine body of men. 

The mail for Simon's Town is a sort of 
light cart, drawn by two or four horses, ac¬ 
cording to the load, and starts every day 
at two o'clock, informing the distance, 
twenty-three miles, in three hours, the fare 
b seven and sixpence each way; it returns 
from Simon's Town every morning at seven. 
A lieutenant of the u Dee r ' steamer was the 
only passenger with me, 

We passed through several villages, Cler¬ 
mont, llorulobash,, Wynberg, &G, The road 
is lined as fur as Wynbcrg with plaiita* 
lions ami avenues of trees, principally the 
African oak and fir. The aloes grow wild 
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amidst the hedges, find also a large species 
of cactus* 

Five miles from Cape Town, at Ronde* 
bosli, we paiss on our right Westbrook, tliE j 
villa, or summer residence of the Governor, 
Sir Harry Smith s the “hero of Aliwulj” 
next the beautiful seat of Mr* Cloete, and 
many other residences of the most wealthy 
colonists* 

Constant ia, an estate celebrated for the 
wine to which it gives its name, is a few 
miles from Wynberg, and a favourite day's 
excursion for visitors to the Cape, The prin¬ 
cipal vineyards belong to Messrs. Cloete and 
Van Rennan, who are very courteous in 
allowing victors to go over the grounds, 
wine stores, &c T The best sorts of wine 
arc the Poutuc, and Front ignac Constantin* 
which fetch a good price* five shillings per 
bottle ; inferior sorts to be had at. a much 
less price* A champagne, which is spoken 
ldghiy of, has of late years bean manufac¬ 
tured by Mr. Van licntiun. 

The road now runs through u very barren 
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country, consisting of a thick scrub, abouud- 
ing in snakes of all descriptions. Among 
tlicse the cobra di capelin, and the puff 
adder are the most venomous. In hot 
weather these are frequently seen to cross 
the road; lizards and tarantulas are ajso 
very common. The road is covered with 
red sand peculiar to this district, which, 
nheu (he wind is high, lenders travelling 
or riding very troublesome, and is what 
English people Heem to UOtnplam of greatly. 

I he latter part of the journey is by far 
the most interesting. On the left is False 
bay, with the surf breaking over heap of 
immense pieces of detached rocks, forming 
the border of one side of the road, and close 
to you, on the right, arises a chain of high 
mountains, most precipitous, and in many 
parts as straight as a wall, which, with the 
distinct stratified lines, and dark granite 
colour, without any trace of vegetation, 
gives them ao exact resemblance to die ruins 
of old castles, or fortifications in ruins. 

We Uow !“» by the ruins of a large 
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Dutch forf T erected for the defence of False 

f“- r - Scret ’ d pieces of cannon are 

tying half embedded in die send, and piles 
of Cflnnon hulls are strewed about. Close 
by. is an inn kept by funner Feck, called 
“ T, “ GcntJe Shepherd of Salisbury Plains,” 
bavincr nn appropriately-painted sign-board, 
witlj till? inscription and vmes?_ 

M l,Clf 1 J™"W- tel Ui llTE wclI or, tkc rrwl, 

SftjK* Uib GeniJc gt^enl” 

l ndcfncAth nro the following verges,which 
I stopped tu copy *,_ 

Mnlium fa fiunro, bemo public*. 

Enfi-Hainjaacut fur mih sr lieut iU Iij * f| )V , 

Lokk^r Wr T ah tnndi yaw plfiiAft, 

F-H'i'IJi jit lidl- n-jrl.uut Jinr * • • • * 

N»* jHio-Lnm fujtimii™ ! now wf *n- b^rr, 

Vhiumm. 1 b( h. live-by * c Uuj S been 
On -IfiHUE i Iw.irp ct dmniirrrr id, 

Cutms in ami try it whoever you he. 

I followed this advice, and took a small 
tumbler of Constantin hock and n biscuit, 
’which gave me the opportunity of a. few 
minutes conversation with farmer Peck, who 
is quite an original character. 

VOL. i, 
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Several waggons passed along the road, 
drawn by twelve or fourteen bullocks, 
two and two, driven by one man sitting in 
front. It is not unusual to meet as many as 
twenty-four harnessed together in the same 
manner, horses being seldom employed in 
waggons, or in farming pursuits. 

Kalk Bay, the seat of the whale-fishery, 
is the next place we arrive at. During the 
season, whales come in to calve in the htiy s 
and are taken very easily. A dozen boats 
drawn up on the beach, with several build¬ 
ings for the melting down of the blubber, 
&c. s form the whole of the establishment- 
The boats used are not whale bonis. One 
of the leaf urea about this part ol the country 
is that all the posts, milestones, and railings 
ore made of whales* ribs, which in the fields 
and gardens have a singular appearance. 

The road now suddenly terminates, and 
we have to drive for about a mile across 
loose quicksands, close to the water’s edge, 
which is sometimes attended with great diffi¬ 
culty. Having crossed the sands, we join 
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the road agrin, which further on h inter- 
mpted by a similar piece of quicksand to 
the first; after that arc seen sunk in the 
sanda the hulls of several slavers* taken iti 
the Mozambique channel* which have been 
there for years. One* the “Anna FMIee/'ertp- 
tured in ISSfi by the “Miodeste/' has about 
a foot remaining above the surface of fhe 
sand!. The tank vessel In Simon's Bay was 
also a captured slaver. Of late* none have 
been brought in* St.. Helena being the; station 
they are taken to. 

I arrived at the Naval Hospital* where I 
found Mt% Shea* chief surgeon p who was 
much pleased to receive such recent news 
Irotn his family in England, and invited rue 
very kindly to take up my quarters with 
him* which 1 accepted. 

December 10th. After breakfast, I tic* 
com | tallied Mr, Shea to visit the patients in 
the NiivaE Hospital. It contains eighty bods! 
and the situation* on a rising ground near the 
sea, is very eligible* There were not more 
than thirty patients* a great many having 
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been sent home to England in the " Presi¬ 
dent.” 

1 was requested to see on officer of the 
Sag-ship, the son of an admiral, labouring 
under 11 morbus cordis,” from discard valves, 
which had brought on very severe general 
dropsy, that would render him unfit for 
active service. 

We now rode out a few miles, and can¬ 
tered across the sands. On our return, we 
went to see two {Kdients afflicted with ele¬ 
phantiasis, here called by the people leprosy. 
The natives consider it contagious, and care 
little nLout medical treatment, preferring 
certain herbs and nostrums from old wo¬ 
men's recipes. The medical men here do 
not consider it to be contagious nor heredi¬ 
tary, and have only seen it amongst the 
people of colour. 

It is essentially a disease of debility, of a 
very chronic and intractable nature, pursu¬ 
ing its course like a malignant malady, 
little controlled by medicine until it ends in 
a gradual breaking up of the constitution. 
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Large tumours appear principally upon the 
extremities, unattended wit.li pain; some¬ 
times the edges having a disposition to hen!, 
but only to break: out again. The. pulse is 
remarkably languid, feeble and slow, the 
tong Lie unaffected, the intellect not im¬ 
paired* 

Dry gangrene sometimes attacks the feet, 
and the toes drop off. Mr. Shea has a lad 
under Lis curt whose fingers have dropped 
off; the first place In which it shews itself is 
the lower IoIjc of tin- ear, or under the eye¬ 
brows, where a thickening of the skin takes 
place, which may he overlooked by the pa¬ 
tient, until the gradual extension of the 
disease to other ports first calls Ids attention 
to it. It occurs at any age, one subject 
boi ng on ly ni ne yearn old. Qui ni i1 e, j»tas3te 
iodide, mercury, and almost, nil ake rati v - 
and tonics have been given without much 
etfect. Mr, Shea has found most benefit 
from Donovan s solution of Lap IlYdriodu- 
tisarsenici cum hydmrgyro, in, xx bis vel ter 
die, until it affects the gums. 
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Notes of the two cases of Elephantiasis from 
pgi'sontfl Qhserv&tiQfi i 

Thomas, aged seventy, a negro formerly 
employed in the dockyard, has always been an 
active, temperate man, a water drinker; baa 
had it four years. His pulse is very feeble, 
slow, and compressible, tongue moist, with 
a peculiar husk incss of voice which seems 
to depend upon thickening about the larynx 
and air passages. He presented the appear¬ 
ance of the '* facies 1.000101168.’' He had 
not been under medical treatment for some 
time, 

Henrick, aged thirty-three, a Malay, by 
trade a tailor, has been afflicted with it nine 
years; ivas formerly of intemperate habits; 
docs nrt now care about liquor, feels worse 


after it, sleeps well, appetite good, sight not 
affected, pulse and voice the same us the 
other man's. Satyriasis is not present as 
spoken of by some authors. He suffered 
no pain, and did not care about medical 
treatment. 

On the return from our ride, wc 11 tiffined 1 
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with Mr. Breaks, the superiutendant of the 
Dockyard; had Cape gooseberries, a round 
fruit contained in an octangular sort of 
husk, mtlier insipid, Invited by Mr. Lash, 
purser of the “Southampton," to dine on 
board with the officers at six. Walked out 
before dinner with Mr. Lash and Dr. Dens, 
surgeon to the 11 Southampton, ,f 

The Dockyard eon tain a anchors, cables, 
and naval stores for vessels of all sizes. 
There are four guna saved from the “ Thun* 
dcrbolt,” man-of-war steitmer, wrecked in 
Aigoa Bay. They are the largest made 
eighty pounders, ten inches diameter, carry¬ 
ing shell, or the same made into shot by 
[touring melted had into them. There are 
also two gnus, thirty-two pounders, saved 
from the '‘Snake/* wrecked u year ago 
In the Mozambique Channel. 

Ip walking towards the Battery, I found 
a cobm-di-capelin lying quietly on the grass. 
Wc killed it; it measured hve feet- Along 
the road side, the aloe, bamboo, cactus, and 
Hottentot tig, which is good eating, grew in 
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greafc pro fusion. There is a sort of sruikc 
found here that hangs by its tail from trees, 
and darts at the face of anyone passing by. 
It U very dangerous to sportsmen when in 
search of game* 

Saw on the road a black beetle ns big 
as a may-bug rolling something along as 
large as an apple at a very quick pace. 
Hu pushed it forward with ids hind legs 
by placing his fore legs against the ground. 
After ever}" foot of distance, he mounted on 
the top of his load, tu sec the road clear T and 
then recommenced his labour. If he ob¬ 
served any obstruction! he steered clear of it- 

On our return, we met some .Malays, who 
told us that they had watched him roll it out 
of sight in the fields. 

Sportsmen, when out shooting the black 
partridge and Capo pheasant hereabouts, now 
and then meet with the wolf, hyena, the 
cheetah or Cape tiger, and thejuthath which 
is very common ; and several packs of fox- 
hounds ure kept to hunt them. Large 
baboons are often secn f and land tortoises. 
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weighing one hundred weight, that can carry 
a man on their back. 

Worn on beard the « Southampton'' at six 
o clock m the launch, with Commander 
West and several officers. The Commander 
very politely showed me over the frigate: 
she carries fifty guns and five hundred men. 
She is rather larger than the “lie re-lord dure," 
of which he said he was once part, owner. 
Abou t twenty of us sate down ton dinner, con¬ 
sisting of several courses, dessert, and claret, 
served up in very good stylo. Captain Cony 
diued with the Admiral ashore. The 11 South¬ 
ampton" came out in sixty-three days; 
staying four days at Madeira. 

*Slie has a round stem, small poop, mul top¬ 
gallant forecastle; with stores for five months: 
she draws twenty-two feet water. Besides 
the flag-ship there are now at Simon’s Buy 
the il Geyser” of 230 hor*e power, six large 
guns, I he ** lice" steam troopship; die 
" Seringnpatam" coal dejjot. 

Came off at nine In a twelve-oared launch, 
and landed nt th,e dockyard; challenged 

c 3 


34 * A VOYAGE TO CHINA, 

by the sentry gave the watchword “ Marl- 
borough* 1 " 

Simon 1 s Town ia a quiet, comfortable little 
place, not unlike 15 road stairs, and about the 
game size : the principal people being those 
connected with the Dockyard and fillips of 
w 111 % The Admiral h as a pretty residence near 
the eea aide. There are a few small batteries 
on the heights, mounted with long thirty- 
two plunders, and n saluting platform* 

11th December* Left Simon's Town at 
s eve u A.M'f by the mail; observed on die road 
severed locusts about the size of a ‘linnet, 
and of very beautiful colours, being striped 
red T yellow, black, and green : they are some¬ 
times seen in awanus* 

A Ezard and ft mole, and a large quan¬ 
tity of u slrilpotp or Jaud-tortoise berries, 
also attracted my attention on the road. 
Near Rondebosh, we passed several fields 
of Cape vineyards, very much like fields of 
currant trees; the grapes arc only used 
for making wine* Passed the observatory 
on our right; in it is a block of granite 
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weighing 150 tons, brought from Table 
Mountain, at a cost of £500, for the pur* 
pose of serving as a base for astronomical 
instruments requiring great nicety in their 
erection. 

This observatory, throe mi lea from Cape 
Town, ia well worth inspecting. I took n 
walk to the fruit-market, and nest pur¬ 
chased some of the curiosities ueuriJJv ob* 
tamed in South Africa, sucli us assegais 
taken in the late Caffro war, poisoned ar- 
rows, spears, ostrich's ngga, Malay hat?, Ac, 

In the afternoon, I went on board the 
Dutch frigate, “ Prim von Netherlands/ 1 
si sty guns, and 700 men, going on a war¬ 
like expedition against the .Sultan of Baity. 
The State apartments are very splendid, this 
ship being usually commanded by the son 
ct the King of Holland, Prince Henry of 
the Netherlands, who was prevented by ill* 
ness from joining the expedition. This 
frigate was in first-rate order, and 1 was 
pleased to see the descendants of Van 
Iromp and De Iliyter cut so respects !de a 
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figure upon the dement on which their ances¬ 
tors had performed such brilliant exploits. 

I afterwards visited the 'Thcenix " steamer, 
plying between Cape Town and Algoa 
Bay, calling at the intermedin to stations of 
Mosscl Bay, Plettenburg Bay, tit. Francis 
Bay, Orange River, Buy shim River, and 
Port Beaufort. She is 40 fi tons, HO 
horse-power, and elegantly fitted up. The 
fare to AJgoa Buy is, first class, £9 ; 
second, £6; deck, £2 ■ time required, ten 
days, performing two voyages a mouth ; the 
distance is GOO miles. 
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CHAPTER tIL 

cf TjiLIu Muiininlu—A Tiiir iJ . f Wti£i?r—Wu-luM- 
Wfifltyn—^ibmoiip Ihti Malay Fmil 

Yvgei sjiiML— FLfc-iiri'- i h (tie Hark— De%hrlVi1 Tt* injur*, 
turn—A Oftaigrrmi.h IVI*—SpBtiiEumj of Qh jlngy— Tin- 
IlnTilB IlfcJl, rmJ tlw Lin-uV Hi jd —YU v nfC hjhi T-uwn 
frmn tlao AlunnTnm—Rnsoit of Flimic Futici—A (.**& 
En Lkn Kmkp—E^'tiam tu Cajiu Te«rtl, 


IIavixci engaged u Malay guide, numud 
“ Solomon," who Jived by making trips up 
tho mountain with visitors, I found that I 
could only perform the excursion on Monday, 
starting off at noon, as the ship was to sail 
on Tuesday morning. It is customary with 
those who can command the time to begin 
the journey at three o’clock in the morning, 
wliich enables them to reach the summit 
before the heat of the sun renders it oppres¬ 
sive, I had norther choice than to ascetid 
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it during the hottest part of an African 
summer’s day. or not at nil ; so, having 
filled a basket with sandwiches, oranges, and 
brandy, 1 left the Heorcngmcht. at one, f.m,. 
ns lightly clad ns possible. I had no time 
to lose, as it was absolutely necessary to 
come down before dusk, on account of the 
danger of being benighted. 

A walk of about two miles from the town 
brings one to the foot of the mountain. A 
sort of paved road winds up by tbe side of a 
torrent of fresh water, which rushes from 
rock to rock, and at this time of the year 
but partly fills its bed, which, in the rainy 
season, must Form a magnificent cataract, 
more than a thousand feet high. In this 
water all the washing of Cape Town is 
done, by a motley assemblage of Malays, 
Negresses, Hottentojs, Caflrnrians, Ac., 
some with a rather scanty amount of 
clothing. 

Having soaked the linen In water, they 
rub soap all over it, and then beat it re¬ 
peatedly against the Hut surface of the 
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racb and stones, worn smooth by constant 
use, mid the continued rushing of the water 
* over them. This apparently rough usage is 
said not to wear out the linen, and I found 
all mine uncommonly carefully washed. 

In some parts of France clothes sms 
washed by the river-side in a somewhat 
similar vmy f only using wood instead of 
stones and granite rocks. Having washed 
each article in the torrent, they spread it 
out cut the grass, where it is retained by a 
large stone placed upon each corner, and thou 
with a hiiffido’a horn they t biow fresh water 
upon it, like sheeting soils to windward. 

All the women sing and laugh, or talk to 
parsers by in low Dutch, Malay, or broken 
English, and compound dialects, one as un¬ 
intelligible as the other to me, but 1 under¬ 
stood from Solomon, who seemed at home w ith 
them all, that Lheir observations amounted 
to deciding positively tliat I should not be 
able to reach the summit, as I had started 
too lute. 

Solomon was also of this opinion f and it 
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suited his interest, which caused some high 
words between us, ns I wits determined to 
go to the tup, and had made up my mind to 
do nothing less. 

This primitive style of washing lasts ibr 
about a mile, and is the must picturesque 
part ot it. Here the water turns n corn- 
mil],, and above that it remains limpid, not 
being interfered with in its course. 

ihe vegetal ion on each side is similar to 
the other environs of Cape Town, consisting 
of Severn] small shrubs, Hottentot figs, and 
a round green fruit as large as n plum, 
which I gathered, and asked the guide 
whether it was good to eat. The only expla¬ 
nation I could obtain from him was “ Massa 
eat, massa dead,” I found on my return that 
it is a violent poison, and emetic at a proper 
dose, for which purpose it is used medid- 
imUy by the negroes, Eight years ago the 
negroes were slaves, hut, since the Act, are 
now all free. They arc well behaved, indus¬ 
trious, and much improved by emancipation. 

Beyond the mill, the ascent becomes more 
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diiliuult, am] new features occur; following 
tiie torrent tile excursion may !*& divided 
into three parts, the first of which I have 
spoken of, eliding at the mill. Now begmsa 
tortuous course amongst rocks and loose 
stones, intermixed occasionally with deep 
Kind and a strong sort, of grass, very drv 
and slippery to trend on, but useful to catch 
hold of by handsfull to pull yourself up, and 
so strong that it can In; depended on. 

Thorns, bushes, and small trees, hen; im¬ 
pede your progress, requiring fores to wade 
through them. livery now and then vent 
fall in suddenly with the torrent, rushing 
over immense rocks. Sometimes you Lave 
to cross it, which requires caution, us you 
leap from stone to stone not to make a 
fatix pas. The water is like crystal and 
delightful to drink, which from the heat of 
the sun, 1 stopped to do often. 

About this part a few flowers and plants 
presented Ihemselvo#*; but, generally speak¬ 
ing the botanist would not find much variety 
to interest him. As we ascend, we lose sight 
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of the torrent, and enter a well-defined 
rnv ine abou t la fty yards wide, i t is a complete 
fissure an the solid rock, wifi eh seems to 
have been produced by Rome convulsion of 
nature, and extends from tills part to the 
extreme summit of the mountain, gradually 
getting narrower towards the top. 

The temperature here was delightful, 
being completely hidden from th&min,Emdthe 
change in the thermometer could not have 
been less than thirty degrees. On each 
side the rock is perfectly perpendicular, for 
at least 2,000 feet* The different strata in 
it are so well marked and etpu-distunt that 
[hey give it the appearance of sin old castle 
wall, similar to those 1 observed at Simon s 
Day, but on a more gigantic scale. 

This part is extremely dangerous, as a 
false step, or a stone giving way under your 
toot* would send you rolling down the 
chasm, and dash you to pieces against ilie 
sharp points of projecting rocks. By pick¬ 
ing th* P ttt ^ with great care p It is however, 
to be accomplished with a tew slips and 
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bruises* one of which on the leg was rather 
more than I relished, and caused roe to rest 
before I could continue to move on, 

I observed two large locusts* which with 
u beetle and a few small birds were the only 
signs of animal life I fell in with, although 
Solomon told rue that snakes, scorpions, 
tarantulits T lizards and land-tortoises were 
very commonly seen, and that on the top 
and back part of the mountain,, the wolf* 
jackal I, hyena* and tiger are occasionally 
met with, but do not often venture near thy 
parts frequented by man. 

The south-easterly wind which cornea on 
so suddenly and with such immense force, 
causes the phenomenon* so well known by the 
name of the s - Devil's tablecloth*” as it is 
seen from Table Ray, and is a dense white 
fleecy cloud, overhanging the top of the 
mountain, which it completely hides. This 
is accompanied with those tremendous gusts 
of wind that drive vessels from their anchors 
in the bay* and would prove fatal to any 
person attempting to ascend after it had 
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onco begun, or m fact to retrograde, wMdi 
would be equally dangerou.*. 

Tbc afternoon is generally the time when 
this change occurs, and my guide, wishing to 
shorten our journey, begun to frighten me 
with tii refits of the dreaded 11 southeaster/' 
insisting upon our returning at once, ns Inter 
it would be impossible. 1 was not to be easily 
intimidated, and Solomon, finding he could 
not bring about a retreat, said that the only 
way left was to hurry up with all our might, 
which his threats caused me to do with fresh 

courage. 

This brought us to the upper third, find 
by far the most difficult part of the ascent. 
Here was the heaping Prfion on Ossa.” 
Immense square and oblong pieces of granite 
rock, entirely detached from each other, same 
weighing one hundred tons, lying pell-mell 
at all sorts of angles, some forming a sort 
of cm e, others an irregular bridge, and 
each requiring a separate survey before at¬ 
tempting to scale it. 

J lie front of the mountain now appears 
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dose to you, as straight as a wall, and I 
was constantly deceived u* to my distance 
from the top, which I appeared to be rapidly 
nearing. After climbing for lialf-im hour, 
I seemed to be just ns far from it 113 ever. 
Tliis was rather discouraging, but 1 wits, soon 
stimulated to fresh exert Luna by Solomon's 
repeated attacks of “ ATassa no go top. 
South-easter coming. Debbie spread tablet 
cloth, Massa killed f at the same time re¬ 
lating how two months ago a gentleman 
resident in Cnpc Town fell over the preci¬ 
pice, was killed, and no remains were found. 

Many of these monoliths have painted on 
them in large letters the nomm of different 
fid ven t urers, wi! h the ■ h itc-ol t Loir j*l- rfijnning 
the ascent, niany years past. At leugtb t after 
a most desperate struggle over a continuous 
chain of these detached rocks, we came to 
a less rugged part, and in a Few minutes 
attained the summit of the celebrated 
“Table Mountain" This first part is a 
sort of basin, or crater, several hundred 
yards su diameter, emerging from which one 
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suddenly steps upon the real table land p and 
never was name better applied, for, us far m 
the eye can reach, in every direction it h 
one perfect mass of flat, gray, compact 
rock, presenting very much the appearance 
of a broad asphalte pavement. Several 
cavities, however, are filled with water, 
from whence n few plants draw their 
nourishment. Not having much time to 
spare, 1 did not fall in with any water* 
(fee singular ft a tore on this part of the 
mountain is the occurrence, ut frequent in¬ 
tervals, of a quantity of small milk-white 
pebbles, very much like hniL-stoties, lying 
in regular order upon the flat surface* I 
broke off a large piece from the main rock, 
which outside h of a dark grey, hut inter- 
tmlly of a light red. The mountain is 
composed generally of sandstone resting on 
a base of granite. Having emptied 4 tie 
basket of provisions, [ filled it with speci¬ 
mens of geology, and the difference in the 
specific gravity of its contents now proved 
a great mil sauce to the guide, who did not 
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appear to set much value on the new load 
[ hud chosen, 

1 approached to within two feet of the 
hrink of the precipice along the northern 
front of Table Mountain winch overlooks 
f-ape Town, and rises almost perpendicularly, 
like the ruins of acme gigantic fortress, until 
it term!nates in a line, nearly horizontal, 
and of about two oiilea in extent, the highest 
point of which is 3,580 feet above Table 
Buy, The west aide of this stupendous 
mass of rock, extending along the sea shore, 
is rent into hollows, and worn away into 
pyramidal masses. The two wing* of the 
front, namely the 11 Devils Hi 11,” and the 
“Lion's Head," make, with the 14 Table, 111 
but one mountain; for* though the sum¬ 
mits have been separated, they arc united 
to u considerable elevation above the plain. 
The “ Devil's Bill," 3,310 feet high, is 
broken into irregular points. The upper 
part of the di Lion's Head* 11 2,170 feet high, 
resembles a dome placed on a high conic*! 
hill. 
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To the southward, Table Mountain d e . 
scends in terraces which communicate with 
the chain that extends the whale length 
ot tllLl petimsuk. The view from the sum- 
mit k very w E Jc and picturesque: it extends 
over the ocean to seventy miles. The hay 
seems a small pond, and the slops in it 
dwindle into little Loafs, amongst which X 
could easily distinguish the “[lore ford shire," 

f™ U{ * P*wy*t d'dctly riding at anchor, 
without a ripple oi! the water. 

The town under our feet, and the re- 
gtdnr compartments of Sts gardens, resolve 


in t □ mere ej>f dre and lines. 1 l u \ »J (t ,,, ] d-a,,] 
an the distance, appears like a email patch 
oi dry sand; (his place abound# in rabbits, 
atid woe once a penal settlement; it is now 
list'd as a lazaretto for all the cases of ele¬ 
phantiasis, or leprosy us it is here called, 
that occur in the colony, under the im¬ 
pression amongst the population that the 
disease is contagious. 

Returning to the crattrdikc spot, I pre¬ 
pared for dinner, and selected one large flat 
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ravk, winch fmm the number of names 
curved and pin tod on it, and the debris of 
ofd Champagne bottles all around, pointed 
itsdf ont as the favourite bivouac of pic¬ 
nic parties. The temperature here is about 
15 ° timt of the base; i„ winter, Ice is 

occasionally met with. Having now' Spent 
about an hour upon this interesting spot, 
Solomon sounded the retreat, which tins time 
agrees! with my wishes. Refreshed by the 
cool nir and rest 1 bad taken, ] found the 
descent comparatively easy. The greatest 
danger to be apprehended is from treading 
on rolling atones. The grass is so thick, 
that it was more convenient to slide down 
over it from ridge to ridge. 

About one-third of the way down, we 
came to a part where the hed of tbs torrent 
h worn exactly like a staircase of rod 
granite, about eighty feet high and almost 
perpendicular, and thirty feet broad, over 
which the water glides like a sheet of crystal; 
a little lower down is a continuation ot the 
same bed, but perfectly flat, tind worn like 
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aspbfiJte. This extends a great way down ; 
to walk on it is impossible! it is so smooth 
lhat sliding down on all fours is very easy* 
It is about one hundred feet in height, and 
forty in breadth. In winter, when the 
torrent is swollen by rain, it must form a 
most magnificent cascade. A little further 
on is a cave in the rocks, wilh a small en- 
trancOj large enough to hold a dozen people; 
sere ml others less perfect are met. with in 
different parts- Having reached the rnillp we 
skj&n got back into the town, mid arrived in 
diu Heercngracht by half-past seven, having 
ihii3 completed the trip in less than seven 
hours, to the great delight of Solomon, whose 
character as a guide gained by accompli filing 
wliut was considered at first almost impos¬ 
sible to effect in so short a time. 

Having ascended Table Mountain in Van 
Diomen's Land in 18*11, when Sir John 
Franklin was Govern nr of that colony, I wus 
particularly desirous of exploring its fellow t 
the original one, the difficulties of which 
are slight when compared with the funner, 
as will be seen in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


A DigTOTfihMi—Tliu Auhur'i FiirLl tij Mrarnt Wdlun^ttvn, fir 
Table MoLUitfttrt, til Vjlu Oktncji 1 # LustJ—Its firecm* 
hlnWH to Tftbla >i-0CLH( tkMD 11 the t’rsfie—Danizvr mi 
mccQiLiniE .Mount Wellington wiihasl & Guide—A FaThI 
JmrtauMt! ivf rhia—Lwlj Franklin V iiigiiut of this Mountain 
— Purilmw Sltualiim nf jl P.ir: \ ! ■ p.-irnl itm* for tlsr 

Junmey—A Format, or Rush—Impedimenta— Kan^an'iin 
— YiLriiiy of Riril*—Nutlrr Cherry Tree—lactttiing 
Dlieidlltt—Ffiitfl of HiLiTlfmrHia—S<yoiid UMgv of 
BahaIe—C m Id Atmosphere*— Beating PTare fi>r the Klght 
—A Snow >[nrm—Succeeded hj a Think F\^—-Summit 
of tlie MoLLuEnin dnscnM — Ihpificein View —Danger - 
r>[Lsi UewHnt—A Nutura] £boK-er Bath—Ikmatyiii Dints 
—Hi“Eu.n hi-R-'lmrt Tnvd —flifnrmatiaD C■ 11cLt£lUS 1CJLt&>1 
by LuJv Franklin—A .MaiZTi cfiumlil IJitMUCt. 

Ah few persona, I should conceive, are 
familiar with the features of Table Moun* 
tain ul the Cape, anil the one of the same 
name in Van Diemen's Land, winch are so 
similar in many points of view, i trust 
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position with this latter, will not be deemed 
unacceptable to my readers. 

Mount Wellington, frequently called 
Table Mountain, from its resemblance to 
Table Mountain, Cope of Good Hope, is the 
great bon of attraction to all visitors to the 
capital of Tasmania. It rears its sfupen* 
dons bead directly behind Hobart Town, 
being about four miles distant from thecitJV 
which it appears actually to overhang, and to 
be within immediate reach of it, it is to 
the inhabitants an excellent barometer, for, 
when the weather is fine* the margin of the 
£ummit is perfectly distinct to the naked 
eye; but, at other times, it is either partly 
or totally lost sight of in the clouds. .No¬ 
body ever undertakes a walk, or excursion 
into the countrys without first observing the 
appearance of the mountain. 

Mount Wellington is of an oblong quad¬ 
rilateral form . The sides are very precipi¬ 
tous and in many parts quite perpendicular, 
being composed of regular basaltic pillar^ 
resembling, at a distance, ike Giant’s; Cause* 
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way, mi Ireland. The extrema height is 
4,300 feet above the level of the sea, ami the 
summit is covered with snow eight or nine 
mouths in the year. As its name implies, 
it is quite flat at the top, forming a plain of 
several miles in extent. 

It is very unsafe to attempt to ascend it 
without a guide, many persons having 
perished by losing their way. A melancholy 
instance occurred about three months before 
T arrived ; the surgeon and first lieutenant 
of the “ Sea Morse,” undertook the asecut 
without a guide, lost their way; and, being 
unprovided with a compass to direct them, 
their provisions hecame exhausted, and they 
parted company. The surgeon was never 
heard of again, and his companion was found 
some days afterwards in a dying shite, by 
parties sent out in search of them, lie was 
brought home, and recovered with great 
difficulty. Not long before, Lady Franklin 
attempttal the ascent with a strong party of 
guides and attendant 1 ?, with other facilities 
that few could command, and succeeded 


54 


A VOTAGE TO CHISA, 


without accident. But, a few days after¬ 
wards, a party of ladies and gentlemen 
undertook the same feat, and nearly perished 
in the attempt. They lost their way, and 
the Governor, suspecting some mishap, 
despatched troops from the town in all 
directions, with bugles, who fell in with, 
and succeeded in rescuing them from their 
perilous situation. 

Aware of the dangers attending the enter¬ 
prise, 1 had fully made up my mind to 
undertake it, and guard against them by 
proper precautions. Having been kindly 
offered by the ex-sheriff, Mr. Beaumont, the 
services of his servant as guide, we started, 
three in nil, Mr. Beaumont, junior, the 
servant, and myself, at noon, expecting to 
reach the top before dark. We were 
equipped with fowling-pieces, a telescope, n 
pocket compass (most indispensable), a tin 
kettle, a few kitchen utensils, and provisions 
for two days, consisting of ham and veal, 
bread, coffee, eau de cur, &c. Our clothing 
was light, the heat being excessive j but we 
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hud reason afterwards on reaching a differ¬ 
ent temperature to repent of not being more 
warmly dad. The first part of our journey 
was easy enough* there being a broad foot¬ 
path* through a partially cleared forest for 
about three miles, on leaving winch the 
steepness increased considerably, and we 
arrived at the intricate part of our route. 

The track lay along a ridge* on each side 
of which were deep gullies* covered with 
tall sassafras trees* and so thickly studded 
that the eye could scarcely penetrate them. 
It is here that there is the most danger of 
losing one's self* because it is impossible to 
know in which direction to turn to get to 
Hobart Town, 

We pushed on for about two miles, 
through an almost impenetrable forest* here 
called bush f comisting of gum* peppermint* 
oak* wattle and sassafras trees* most of them 
of great height, many reaching from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty feet, Our 
march became much impeded by a stubborn 
species of grass* breast-high, rendered still 
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more intertetmg, by our guide informing m 
that it abounded with jrnitkkc^ which in 
this country are extremely venomous, 

Tii traversing the bush, we turned out 
two kangaroos, ao unexpectedly, that, before 
wc could get our guns ready, they were 
out ol sight. Lizards and guanas were 
very numerous, and we picked up a scor¬ 
pion- \\ e saw innumerable Sights of 
parrots, par roquets, and many magpies, 
laughing jackasses, white cockatoos, and 
a few black ones* These last are very 
difficult to approach, and it is said that a 
nest has never been known to be taken, ns 
they build upon the tops of the loftiest 
tree^, in the most sayzige and inaccessible 

parts. 

We collected numerous specimens of 
plants peculiar to tins mountain, and saw, 
ior the first time, the native cherry-tree, 
which is more remarkable for its stone 
growing outside the fruit, than for any 
other pretensions to be classed with the 
European fruit after which it takes its 


A VOYAGE TO CHINA, 57 

name. We at List Emerged from the buik? 
nnd then percei ved plainly that oar labours 
bad not yet begun, although we were al¬ 
ready pretty well knocked up, and were 
much distressed from the want of water to 
drink, not having inadvertently brought 
any with us. 

The mountain now presented an irregular 
basaltic appearance. The stones, instead 
of following any sort of order, were heaped 

pell-mell upon each other. They wore oil 
nearly square, and each one, detached 
fn>rn the rest, several tons in weight. Wo 
hud to clamber from one to the other, and 
cling to each as for our lives. The least 
fiWJt-pati, would have sent ns rolling 
headlong several hundred feet beneath, to 
be dashed to pieces against the sharp edges 
of the rocks. It Is at tins part that many 
who undertake the aseent, give it up, think¬ 
ing it becomes beyond a joke. Here we 
felt that our baggage was a great encum¬ 
brance, and, before we had half got through 
our task, our boots ami elotlies were all in 
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taltera. At last, we reached the top of this 
basaltic portico of the mountain, and en¬ 
tered again into the some hind of bush ns 
that tvc hud left behind, with the exception, 
that our passage was obstructed by quantities 
of large trees, torn up by the roots, arid 
lying prostrate in all directions. 

Such is the force of the hurricanes from 
off the mountain, that the roots of some 
of the trees torn up were twenty feet deep, 
and formed with the earth adhering to 
them, a perfect mound, leaving by the side 
n pit of the same depth, which they had 
once occupied. We had now accomplished 
three parts of our task ; it was getting dark, 
noi incvbit air a , and, but lor the cheering 
hope of soon obtaining water, and bivounck- 
ing round a good fire, that kept up our 
spirits, and renovated our energies, we 
could not have completed it. Our physical 
strength was quite exhausted; and, had we 
not been tantalized by the spring which our 
guide promised to find on the summit, ii 
we could only muster up courage to reach 
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it before dark, we would not have stirred 
another inch. 

We came now to a second ridge of 
basalt, but not so steep, nor closely heaped 
together as the former, bo tliat it was com¬ 
paratively easy. At this height, a very great 
change had taken place in the temperature, 
and we clearly felt that wc were entering a 
more rarifled atmosphere ; the cool nir was 
rather favourable to our depressed condition, 
ami enabled us to hasten our pace. At lust, wc 
saw before us the clear and well defined mar¬ 
gin of the su mini t, and a tfoi uedi t ateight, i*.m. , 
having been seven hours performing the as¬ 
cent. The cold here became very intense, 
and our great solicitude was about finding 
the spring, which to me appeared impossible, 
as it is not bigger than a hand basin. Our 
guide did not despair, having often been there 
before. However, after many fruitless at¬ 
tempts, he began to doubt, but at last, when 
on the paint of giving it up, we hud the 
good luck to foil in with it. 

Our joy may txi easily imagined, when it 
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la considered that we had drunk one bottle 
of brandy out of sheer necessity, only to 
wet our parched lips, which had the effect 
of rendering us still worse, by adding fuel 
to the flame, mnl for years after I hud an 
antipathy to that spirit, which originated 
entirely from this circumstance, Having 
till ad our kettle and bottles, we proceeded 
in search of a favourable place to pass the 
night. The proper way is to descend a 
few hundred yards down the side of the 
mountain, where the cold is less severe, 
but the darkness rendered this step dan¬ 
gerous to undertake, and we were com¬ 
pelled to remain on the top. At last, we 
found three large square rocks, forming a 
partial enclosure. Having collected a large 
quantity of firewood for the night, we 
lighted an immense bonfire, and set about 
cooking the provisions. 

The novelty of our position, and the 
pleasure of having accomplished successfully 
tills perilous undertaking, soon revived our 
spirits, and I tliink I never sate down to a 
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heartier or more acceptable repost, than 
when squatting round thy fire, in the dead 
of the night-, on the summit of Table 
Mountain, at the furthest extremity of the 
globe* The wind begun to howl most 
fiercely, anti u snow storm was coming on 
fast. There was no alternative—-these we 
most sleep that night, osi the hare node, in 
our light clothing, and the thermometer at 
32 q - We nil three laid ourselves down, 
and soon fell into a most profound sleep. 
Our guhle got up in the middle of the 
night to rake up the fire, which was nearly 
ex t ing uished by the snow. About four in 
the morning l awoke, und found myself 
literally imbedded in the snow, which hod 
fallen all night. We shook ourselves clear 
of it, and made preparations for breakfast, 
for which we had to return to the spring, 
distant nearly two miles from our resting* 
place. The fog was so thick, that we were 
afraid of not Idling able to find out our 
fire anti baggage, which we had great diffi¬ 
culty in regaining. The fog began to clear 
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away t anti standing at the verge of the 
precipice, the clouds rolled beautifully be- 
ncarli us, arid quite interrupted our view 
oi anything in the distance* We found the 
top of the mountain a perfectly* level plain 
as hir as the eye could reach, arid covered 
ali over with immense square and oblong 
stones, similar to those before spoken of t 
each one lying separate, and some curiously 
resting on one point only, so that persons can, 
by pushing them, cause them toshakea little. 
Hie soil is ol a marshy nature, and from 
being frequently covered with water by the 
rains, or melting snow, gave rise to the 
idea that the summit of the mountain formed 
a vast lake, which of course was quite erro¬ 
neous* The spring before alluded to, runs 
down the aide, towards the village of New¬ 
town, anti in U& course to Hobart Town 
turns several mills. In the rttiny season, 
it becomes a powerful torrent, but in sum¬ 
mer it is comparatively trifling* Owing to 
the hazy weather, we were prevented from 
h aving a cha nce of opossum-shooting, which 
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was our intention, these animats being ge¬ 
nerally met with by moonlight, just before 
day-break. 

We did not see any; the emu, u bird 
something like the ostrich, and common to 
the Australasian i-lumR is also met with 
hero, but not so tuurli so since the increase 
of civiliaction has driven it farther back 
into die bush. There U not much to tear 
from bush-rangers, who prefer the lowlands, 
and the vicinity of farms, but they have 
occasionally been seen in these parts. As 
the sun rose, the clouds began to disperse, 
and we soon laid a beautifully dear horizon. 

The view then became truly magnificent. 
In front, at our feet lay llobwrt Town, and 
its picturesque environs, Sullivan's Cove, 
covered with shipping, and the wide meat)* 
during Derwent, losing itself in the dis¬ 
tance, On the left, New Norfolk, a town 
twenty miles ull‘, was easily discernible. 
On the right, the view extended along 
D'Entrecasteaux's Channel, as far as Sturm 
Bay, which ojieus into the great Sou t Item 
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Ocean* Iron Pot Lighthouse, sit the mouth 
of the Densont t \m& seen distinctly, arid 
having onee had a narrow escape of being 
wrecked on ha rocky shorn, it was a spot I 
looked upon with more than ordinary in¬ 
terest. 

The country inland s as far as the view 
extends, presented a continuation of lofty 
mountains, covered to the very summits 
with impenetrable forests of evergreen 
trees, of great height a description of 
scenery peculiar to Tan Diemen’s Land. 
The Peak of Tenetiffe, fifty miles distant, 
was the farthest point visible with the glass. 
It is about four thousand feet high. After 
having feasted our eyes on the beauty of 
this grand and majestic scenery, that well 
repaid us for all our toils, we again lighted 
our fire, and made a substantial breakfast, 
previously to undertaking the descent. This 
was not by any means so fatiguing; but, 
owing to the rain that, had fallen p the 
ground was very slippery, and our course 
was not unattended with danger. 
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About midway down, I was seized with 
a severe illness, brought on by -looping all 
night in the snow, and felt unable to pro¬ 
ceed any further. At the same time the 
rain fell in torrents, rendering my position 
tiny thing hut pleasant. H'e found a large 
hollow tree, capable of containing twenty 
people, and got inside for shelter. Having 
been subjected to this natural shower-bath 
for a couple of hours, which approached 
very much to the water cure, 1 had so far 
iiecovcrcd, as to be able to resume the 
downward course, the fear of being left 
behind, having also a little solutniy influ¬ 
ence upon the system. Nothing remarkable 
happened during the latter part of the 
descent, which became gradually easier. 

We shot several small birds with handsome 
plumage, and saw many eagles and black 
cockatoos, but they were too wild, and In 
feet wo had not strength enough left to 
trouble ourselves much about them, if we 
hail had the inclination- Our boots, nw, were 
falling off our feet, and our clothes were in a 
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most miserable plight: so that, when we 
arrive^ towards dusk, in Hobart Town, 
people could pretty well guess as we passed 
along, from what excursion we were return* 

mg* 

After a bath, fresh outfit, and supper, 1 
went on board, where all were anxiously ex¬ 
pecting me, and some bad already voted us 
il fast** 1 Having given my friends a brief ac¬ 
count of the “Qum quo Ipse miserrimn vid!,.. 
et pars tnagna fm” f u turned in” and slept 
Ibr the next twenty Tour hours without inter- 
mission. Although, at the time, J said that 
going up to the top of Mount Wellington 
once in a man's life was quite sufficient, I 
soon forgot the past, and was ready to make 
another trip, tafore my departure from the 
island; but my friends not being quite so 
eager, and the time for our sailing drawing 
near, I was compelled to give it up. 

Since these pages were w ritten, 1 have been 
informed by Lady Franklin that three or 
four years ago a magnificent cataract was 
accidentally discovered by a gentleman on 
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the southern side of the mountain which had 
never before been known to exist. There 
are two falls, one of thirty feet, and a second 
of one hundred and sixty, in one continuous 
sheet. These waters are now found to be 
connected with Brown's Biver, which takes 
its source on that part of the mountain, and 
empties itself into D’Entrecasteaux's Chan¬ 
nel. This cataract will be now a powerful 
inducement for the Tasmanian traveller to 
face the difficulties I have attempted to de¬ 
scribe, and, us I have heard from a gen tie man 
who has seen it, will repay him well for his 
trouble. 
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Having stayed o week at the Cape, the 
order was given early the next morning to 
heave shorty and m a couple of hours wc 
took our departure for India. The wind was 
light, the sky clear, and, os we stood out of 
lahlo Bay, the sun shining upon the bold 
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iron-bourn! coast oi' South Africa formed a 
most singularly interesting and picturesque 
scene. The " Devonshire " soon followed 
our example, and our captain, thinking we 
might keep company with her, iwicked the 
main yard to give her time to come up. and 
when she was fairly under weigh, fired a 
parting gun, Ii tied the main vurd, and pro¬ 
ceeded on our course, Wc tacked off lioben 
Island, said to he intended us a state-prison 
ior Smith O’Brien, which the inhabitants of 
the Cape being very much ojijjosed to, the 
home government afterwards did nut persist 
in their intent ion. 

The 41 Devonshire" fell off to leeward. 
We hurtled blue lights, und carried it light 
during the night at the mizen-peak to shew 
her (lie way, but the next morning she was 
“ hull tltncn" and soon lost sight of. A 
smart breeze dead aft sent us round Cape 
Agulhas, at the mte of ten knots an hour, 
the muddy green apjiearauce of the water 
indicating soundings on the bank. We 
passed within view of the real head ton d, pro- 
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pcrly called the Cape of Good llo[>e, which 
is not seen when going into Table Bay from 
the westward, and frequently not by those 
who doable the Cape, ns they often stand too 
far south when outward-bound to have a 
view of it. 

The coast all along presents the same 
barren and mountainous appearance, with 
occasional large tracts of sand. Running to 
the eastward, we get a warm breeze out of 
the Mozambique Channel, and soon find our- 
selves abreast of Madagascar. On account, 
of the monsoon being against us, we shall 
have to make much more easting before 
altering our course to the northward. 
Several waterspouts were seen not iitr front 
the ship. They are said to be attended with 
danger when too near, and tiring a gun at 
them is considered the safest way of disperse 
ing them. 

Whales are often met with, and one morn¬ 
ing we were amused by two large sharks 
following us for several hours. The usual 
bait was thrown over to them, and they re- 
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peatedly came tip and touched It, but would 
not make a Lite, At last, a sailor struck 
one of them with a harpoon, from which it 
tore away and both of them suddenly dis¬ 
appeared, They were of the grey species, 
and about ten feet long. 

We are soon about to cross the Equator 
again, but no notice is taken of it after the 
first time. A species of fish 1 hail never 
met with before, called by the several names of 
“Old Wife," « Leather Jacket/' or “ Parret 
fish, 11 were seen in numbers around us; one 
was caught with the grains. It Li rather 
less than the Luiicto, of nearly the same 
colour; and, when skinned, is not bad cat* 
tug. The mouth of this fish is remarkably 
small for its size, and will hardly admit the 
little finger. 

After a scries of calms and battling winds, 
we fell in with the north-east monsoon, 
which being against us impedes our progress 
towards the north. At length on the mom* 
ing of the 25th January, we found ourselves 
approaching the island of Ceylon, the smell 
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of the land being very distinct, and fire hind- 
breeze coming front it imbued the air with 
a n odoi i r <)f n ew-mewn hay a n ■ 1 wa 11 - Howe rs r 
which nobody could mistake* I hare before 
observed the same Tiring at a much greater 
distance on the coast of the Brazils, during the 
prevalence of the land-wind . A strong breeze 
out of the golf of Manor, which separates 
Ceylon from the mainland of India, sent us 
along dost hauled f at the rate of ten knots 
an hour, the Captain heaving the log three 
times himself before he could believe it. 

Passing Cape Comorin, the high knd of 
the Malabar coast was risible, distant eighty 
miles. The nest day, Anjcngn Peak, a high 
point in the Ghaut Mountains, was dis¬ 
tinctly seen, sixty miles off, 

A small owl was caught in the rigging 
when we wore twenty miles from the land, 
which it. must have left in the morning, being 
very much fatigued; it was put info a cage, 
but died. A dolphin was struck from the 
dolphin-striker, and brought on deck, when 
1 Eaw f for the first time, the beautiful 
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phenomenon of the dying dolphin changing 
his colours from gold to dark mid light blue, 
green, white, and blue spots, with a variety 
ol' other tints, succeeding each other with 
great rapidity. This fish is very good eating, 
but is said, sometimes to cause awkward symp¬ 
toms, such as muscles occasionally produce. 

The (1 Ghauts ’* are a range- of mountains 
extending from the ninth to the twenty- 
second degree of north latitude, from Cape 
Comorin to Surat. Ghaut, means “ pass," or 
“ descents ” from elevated table-land above 
to low tracts of Canura, Malabar, and the 
Cancan on the west side, and less abruptly 
on the east. The grand component part 
of these mountains is u, granite, consist¬ 
ing of white felspar and quarts Their 
distance from the coast varies from twenty 
to sixty milts; their height from 5,000 to 
6,000 feet. 

There b a remarkable 14 pass ” opposite 
Cochin, forming a gup sixteen miles in extent, 
out of which at sea you may generally ex¬ 
pect a strong puff of wind. 

vot, i. 
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These mountains are the abode of nu¬ 
merous troops of elephants; buffaloes, wild 
hogs and deer, tigers, baboons, bears, and 
a Lost of other animals, abound in them. 

The navigation of the whole of the Main- 
bar coast, from Cape Comorin to Bombay, is 
performed at this time of the year by the help 
of the daily land and sea-breeze, the land- 
breeze coming off at night and lasting until 
the morning, when, after a few hours calm, 
the ecu-breeze sets in until the evening, so 
that one is never out of sight of land, and 
frequently within three or four miles of the 
beach. 

This coasting Tenders the latter part of 
the voyage to Bombay much more interesting 
than when bound to the other Presidencies. 
But, during the south-west monsoon, which 
blows with great fury on this coast, ships 
try and give it a u-ide berth, it being ex¬ 
tremely dangerous for several months. 

"When ships are standing in near the 
shore, native boats bring off supplies of 
fruit, vegetables, poultry, also birds, men- 
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keys, and articles of curios it}'. The pat turn ar , 
a sort of felucca-figged vessel, peculiar to tfio 
Malabar coast, is constantly met with, in 
all directions; it lias two or throe masts, 
that rake forwards, tho foremast rakin^ 

C 

over the stem. The rudder apparatus 
is very primitive and unsightly, rather 
<t-la ** Chinese Junk," These vessels vary 
from thirty to one hundred and fifty tons. 
In rho Indian navy there are several putta- 
mars, manned and armed sis light vessels of 
war, well adapted for river, or coasting 
service. 

At night, we had Quilon light-house, in 
view, and large fires, lighted on the hills, 
were seen in different directions. These 
are connected with the religious ceremonies 
and fetes of the natives. We discerned 
them during several other nights, as we pro¬ 
ceeded along the coast. 

27th December. This morning a smart 
plaff of wind out of the great gap in the 
Ghauts allowed us tu stand in much nearer to 
the shore, which was lined as far as the eye 
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could reach, with lofty cocoa-nut trees, 
which are very abundant and valuable in 
this country, and form a vciy pretty land¬ 
scape. 

The town of Aleppee, belonging to the 
Rajah of Tru van core, is In sight, with three 
large ships at anchor in rite roads. The 
water Is very smooth, and of a dull green 
colour, like the river about the Kore, and 
has not the cheerful appearance of the blue 
ocean we luwe lately traversed. 

TVe soon approach Cochin, the capital of 
the dominions of the Rajah of Cochin, fa¬ 
mous for the fine ships of GOO to 1000 tons, 
built there for the Bombay merchants, of 
the teak, for fores rs of which the Malabar 
const is so celebrated. Severn! vessels were 
at anchor before the town. Here, in the 
Dockyard, elephants are taught to carry 
timber, and pile it up as square as if ar¬ 
ranged by men. 

Off the entrance of the I’aniani River, 
the deep sea-lead was hove, and gave twenty 
fathoms. The hand lead was kept going 
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in the main chains, until It gave nine 
& thorny when wc tacked, and stood off 
shore, During the night, fires were seen 
along the coast. 

2Sth. A singular feature in the navi¬ 
gation of these parts* is the immense 
number of sea-snakes, constantly floating 
on the surface of the water* some coded 
up aslccpn They arc of a doll yellow 
colour* speckled with block, varying from 
four to six feet in length; hundreds are- 
passed every day, but we could not catch 
one. This morning* however, one was 
found, entangled with a dolphin-hook, 
against which it had drifted* and was 
brought to me in a bucket alive. It ap¬ 
peared very ferocious* biting at everything 
in its way. Having killed it, I found the 
poison-fangs very distinctly; It measured 
about four feet, and its tail ended vertically, 
like that of a fish. Thu head was flattened, 
and the livid colouring indicated its being 
venomous, 

The bite of these snakes is quickly 
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fa till, aa was p roved by the case of the 
surgeon of tho f[ Algerine," brig of war, 
who was bit by one he had caught in 
Madras Hoads, and died two hours after. 

Major K--, returning from India, died 

shortly after being bitten by one that had 
lieen caught. With these warnings before 
me, 1 was rather pleased to find iny speci¬ 
men inside of a wide-mouthed spirit bottle- 
Oil the coast of Java, I am told they are 
often from eight to twelve feet in length. 
1 very nearly took one in the Straits of 
Malacca, about six feet long, heauti fully 
checquered with black and white; and, 
whilst at anchor off Malacca, a smaller 
one coiled itself around the chain, and was 
not many feet froru the hawse hole, through 
which it could have easily entered the ship, 
as I had before heard they sometimes do, 
Calicut is now in sight f once a place of 
great commercial importance, but at pre¬ 
sent of little consequence- It gives the 
name to the cloth called calico, which 
was originally manufactured here. 
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At tioon T we pass Tellieherry s and Sacri¬ 
fice Itock T four miles from the main land. 
Cun an n ore is now distinctly seen^ with its 
rovra of bungalows, pleasantly situated along 
the shores, nil painted green and white. 
TVhen abreast, of the flag-stuff, we hoisted 
our number at the gafl-end. Mount Belli, 
covered with thick jungle, is distant five 
miles, and we can hear the surf beating 
against the share. 

The Ghauts hereabouts appear to be very 
high, and arc much nearer to the sea. A 
4i Qtab ,p brig, a country vessel with the hull 
of ft pattftniftr, and square yards like a brig s, 
is standing down the coast; native boats of 
all sizes and rigs are sailing in different 
directions- The sunset on the Malabar 
coast k one of the most beautiful spectacles 
imaginable The bright golden sky T with a 
variety of other colours of the richest hnei 
the calm sen, the gentle breeze, and splendid 
mountain-scenery' in the distance, render it 
far superior to anything 1 have ever seen in 
the tropics* Every night it seemed to 
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improve in beauty over the preceding one. 
The impression it mtule upon me will 
never he effaced from my mind. 

29th January'. Mount Hyder mid Manga¬ 
lore in sight at noon; St Mary's roeta in 
the evening, Cuttle-fish arc very Humorous, 
and a small whale was spouting a short 
distance ahead. The next day, we passed 
Onore, a plane of some importance, and 
T. igeon T aland. Wc shall booh leave hclund 
us the provinces of Molahur and Canara, 
along which we have been sailing from Cupe 
Comorin to the present time, the third divi¬ 
sion Icing called the Concon, in which is 
situated Bombay. 

The principal productions of these pro¬ 
vinces, consisting of teak-wood, rice, pepper, 
ebony, elephants 1 teeth, deer-horns, buffalo* 
horns, &c. f are exported from Cochin, 
Aleppee, and other ports on the coast. Coir- 
rope, made from the cocoa-nut, is also a 
staple article of commerce, the “ seu-lovin^ ” 
cocoa-nut-tree being peculiar to Canara. 

31 st January. Ramas head, the limit of the 
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Portuguese settlement of Goa was in sight, 
ariLl soon after we passed tba city, onco the 
most nmgniiicent in India, the residence of 
the A ieeroy, and scat of government. It 
w as captured, in 151 ■, ly Albuqner^ui^ and 
is famous an the spot where Vasco dc Gama 
died and Cainoens sang, and suffered. It has 
ny'v fallen into decay, but ls very well worth 
visiting — the city abounding in ruins of fine 
cathedrals, palaces, monasteries, and other 
remains of the once powerful Portuguese 
dominion in India. 

Tacking near in share off Car war head, 
we came close under the stem of a country 
ship, manned with Lascars, and could hear 
the Serang giving orders in the native lan¬ 
guage- 

1st February. We are now abreast of 
Kajaponr fort, where a high white pagoda 
may be seen from the deck, and False Geriah, 
where a large banian-tree, spoken of so early 
as the year 1700, is discerned on a hill near 
the sea. Geriah, once the stronghold of the 
piratical prince, TuUngee Angria, so dreaded 
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on tliis coast, was stormed and taken by 
Colanci Clive and Admiral Watson, who set 
tiii-f- to Ids licet, and captured great T isure. 

4th F ebrnary. OfF Angeriweil River. 
Tacked three miles from the Island of 
Severndroog, once celebrated ns the nest of 
fierce Mnhmrta pirates, now a quiet Hindoo 
town. A turtle Boated by, but could not 
be caught, ns we were going too fast. 

5th February. This morning a fair wind 
sprang up, and we overtook t wo large ship?, 
the 41 Soli man " and the “ Loivjce family, " 
both Tor Bombay. The latter was seventy 
years old, showing the durability of teak. 
She was k sort of 14 Nestor ” amongst 
India shipping, and has since been entirely 
burned in Bombay harbour, when on the 
point of sailing for Calcutta. Most pro¬ 
bably she was set fire to intentionally by 
liei -Lascar crew, who, receiving several 
months pay in advance, arc gainers by the 
loss of the ship ljcfora she sails, being*paid 
for services they ure thus no longer re¬ 
quired for, and free to join any other vessel. 
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This is about the twelfth large East India- 
mail burned in Bombay harbour in as 
many years, under similar or other suspi¬ 
cious circumstances. 

An Arab <4 Dow," a different rig from 
the pattamar, and tnueli larger, is close to 
us. Some of these vessels arc five or six 
hundred tons burden, and under the orders 
of micodus, or native captains, who oc¬ 
casion ally are found in command of fine 
square-rigged Arab ships in these parts. 

The bold si lores of the Bancoot River, 
Rqjapour, and Choul harbour, are, on our 
bow. The bilk are high and covered 
with thick jungle, but we have lost sight 
of the ** Ghauts, ” which recede here much 
farther from the coast. Very few sea-snakes 
nre now met with. They have become 
rum angues. Several eagles are soaring 
over head, many ships are around in the 
distance, and the shores are lined with 
innumerable native craft, all indicating a 
near ter mi nut ion to our voyage. 

Ctk February. Wo are this morning in 
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sight of our destination, and Boon discern 
the lighthouse, fort, and shipping. The 
approach to Bombay is very picturesque. 
The harbour is studded with different 
islands, which, covered with jungles and high 
hills, are discernible in the distance, giving 
it the appearance of a large lake. The 
city is not seen with advantage from the 
water. Having passed the floating light and 
fishing stakes, which only leave u narrow 
passage for ships between them, we are 
telegraphed at the lighthouse, and quickly 
boarded bv a pilot, in a fine large boat with 
two largo lattecn sails and a dozen native 
rowers 

Sailing up the outer harbour, called the 
“ middle ground,” we anchored about half 
a mile from the shore, right abreast of the 
"Mcanee,” of eighty guns, just launched 
from the Pursee builders* dockyard. A 
licet of boats soon surrounded us, most of 
them carrying muslin-clod Pa races, whose 
white and stainless dress formed a marked 
contrast to the dark skins of the naked 
boatmen. 
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In a few mi nates, the decks were crowded 
with Parsecs, Hindoos, and Mussel men, 
soliciting employment on board, in their 
different capacities of dubnsh, dhobie, tailor, 
shoemaker, bumboat-innn, or dinghy-wallah, 
as ships generally engage a native dinghy 
all the time they remain here, to save ex¬ 
posing their own men to the sun in the do)' 
time, and to the chances of getting grog on 
shore at night- 
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situMicn C f Ho Curittt or Wet*™ t^-so™ . eeomt 
0! Ihn I i llM l — SliiuiJ ItLlmbilautfc—11 l 0 lw , 

Strm * Iiril1 S*wq» Uid ^iujik.-.-jHT^iVlin- 

4 tun ■ Ik-kri'rp—Ca lift mmf Ca!p Driven^M^™ 
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-E^*» ituj 1 Jumar—lip,**™ [(> til> , Hu|| ._ x|nl(j &r 

Kulrn^ ■SUt—ItusyuiUtHu Ami Mgitjiihn 1‘urUtiii— Pro 
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Uoiibav, the capital of Western India, » 
aitunted on the island of Uombay, about 
twenty-one miles in circumference,* and de¬ 
rives its name from Bmn Bahia, good har¬ 
bour, in I ortuguese, the J'ortugitcsc having 
been the first European settlers. It is eq ual , 
led by few in the world for security and 
picturesque scenery. The for till cat ions are 
very strong but too extensive, and require 
a very large garrison. 
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The Island of Bombay was ceded to the 
English in 1GG2, as a marriage portion of 
the Infanta Catharine of Portugal, on her 
union with Charles the Second, who, nut 
finding it so profitable an acquisition aa 
he expected, made a grant of it to the East 
India Company, in 1668. In the same year 
it was invaded hy a general of the emperor 
Annmgaebc, 

In 1G£)2 and 170:?, it was visited by the 
plague, and three years were then the 
average duration of human life. It is now 
one of the healthiest spots in British India, 
and the resort of invalids from the other 
Presidencies. In 1700, it was made the 
capital of Western India, the seat of govern¬ 
ment lieing removed thither from Sumt. 

Under the Portuguese, the population 
was 10,000. In 17 Go, the inhabitants had 
increased to 150,000; and, during the last 
census, taken in 1840, whilst I was staying 
there, they amounted to 524,121, of wdiom 
275,190 were males, and 248,931 females, 
coni prist tig Europeans, native Portuguese, 
Christiana, Hindoos, Mahometans, Parseefl, 
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a few Armenians and Jews, the Hindoos 
being by far the most numerous. 

Lombny consists of two separate towns; 
one within the limits of the fort, and the 
other, styled the Native Town, situated on 
the farthest extremity of a Sue plain, about 
a tilde broad, called the esplanade, which 
separates the two. The streets in tha fort 
are narrow, and have no resemblance to 
those in an European town, the houses 
having generally no windows. Their fronts 
are ornamented with carved wood wort, 
painted in lively colours. 

As in all eastern towns, the shops are 
raised a tew Jeet from the ground, with their 
entire trouts open. fn tho corner sit tha 
shopmen cross-legged on carpets, most of 
them speaking English just sufficient to get 
on pretty well with their customers. The 
better sort of shops arc kept by Parsees, 
who stand behind the counter, and conduct 
the business more h FAnglaw. These 
generally speak very good English, in which 
they take great pride. 

Sales in public auction-rooms, of all sorts 
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of English articles, are held almost daily. 
Large quantities of jewellery and pre¬ 
cious stones arc disposed of in this way. 
Horses, carriages, &c., arc sold every Satur¬ 
day in the principal street, which presents 
a curious assemblage of turhuiied copers and 
horse-jockeys. Xo English gentleman is ever 
seen walking in the streets in (he day-time. 

Residents keep a palanquin with four 
bearers, who, when not wanted, are always 
to be found lying down before the house, 
where the palanquin is also placed. At 
every important thoroughfare, and near 
most of the public buildings, palanquins 
are waiting to be hired. The charges are 
very moderate, two shillings and sixpence 
from sunrise to sunset; and, for a short dis¬ 
tance, sixpence. 

The fares are regulated by the police, as 
ids© arc the cubs, and dinghys. But, unless 
you agree beforehand with the bearers, you 
cannot well satisfy them with the proper 
fares. They invariably take advantage of 
strangers, who, not spooking the language 
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and being too much exhausted to take any 
trouble about it, pay them anything they 
choose to exact, i once resisted their im¬ 
position, but could not shake them off, 
without a pretty free use ol' my cane. 

The cabs are the most wretched-lookin^ 

s 

tilings it h possible to imaging with still 
more miserable-looking horses. They go 
ar a rapid pace, and accidents are rare. 
The driver does not care about numbers, 
and it is very common to see three or four 
drunken sailors in a vehicle made to carry 
two, (in these occasions, the driver stands 
on the step and drives, or stows himself 
anywhere outside of the cab. It is not re* 
putable to ho seen in one of these vehicles! 
most residents keeping their own carriages. 

Some of the wealthy native merchants 
have very fine equipages, all in the English 
fashion, excepting flic dreas of the servants, 
which is always oriental* The grooms rum 
by the side of each horsey and seem to keep 
up with them without an y effort^ brushing 
away the tiles with a horse-hair switch. 
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It was some time before I could bring 
myself to the custom oi junking my goimi- 
wallah keep by my side, thinking it bard 
and unnecessary, but a little time soon con¬ 
vinced me to tbc contrary. The native 
carriages are always filled with four or six 
fat Parsecs, or Hindoos, with moustaches, 
turbans, and white muslin, or line calico 
dresses. No ladies are ever sent with theta, 
they not being allowed to appear in public, 
and con only go out in a closely-covered 
palanquin. The native women met with 
in the streets belong to the lower orders. 

The European inhabitants of Bombay are 
composed principally of the Company's civil 
and military servants, the merchants, and 
professional men. The style of living differ* 
little from that of the other Presidencies, 
excepting perlmps that it is less princely 
than in Calcutta: otherwise, there is to every 
house the usual retiuuc of servants required 
by the custom of India, no native doing 
anything but the duty he is engaged for, 
and which has been performed by his 
fathers before him for ages. 
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A family can seldom manage with less 
than a dozen attendants* who all boaid 
themselves* require very little clothing* and 
less pay- Servants always remain covered; 
but take off their shoes, which they leave 
outside when coming into a room, that 
being, In the East* a mark of respect 
Ay alls, or female servants, are only kept 
where there arc children, or as nurses in 
sickness. 

Every house has a butler, who is generally 
a native of Goa* or an I ndo-Portuguese; he 
has the entire clmrge of providing every¬ 
thing for the tabic, a proper sum being 
allowed him, with which he goes to the 
Bazaar, and makes his market purchases 
accordingly. This saves a deal of trouble 
to the master, and the cost of tilings is less 
than if he meddled with matters himself# 

The punkah, a large fan hung from the 
ceiling, and pulled by a servant who sits out¬ 
side, is always kept going during meals, or 
in the heat of the day. Some persons have 
it in their bedrooms; with this contrivance 
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the room ia rendered as cool as in England, 
ice is always brought to table, and taken 
with beer, or wine, the ice-house supplying 
it all the year round to subscribe re at a very 
mod erate price. Sh i p loads of it are brou ght 
from America at all times and reasons. Curry 
is a standing dish, and ia never omitted at 
dinner, or even tiffin. People in India 
dining very late, the tiffin, taken at one, 
may be considered as an early dinner. 
Gentlemen dress entirely in white, a white 
jacket being even dress for a dinner-party, 
unless a ceremonious one, when a black coat 
would be required, but most probably the 
host would ask the parties thus encumbered 
to put on white, which they would generally 
have brought with them for the purpose. 

It ia an invariable rule for gentlemen to 
appear at church in a coat, and hat. At other 
times, light cops, or hats, made of a sort of 
pitli, ball' an inch thick, called a solar topic, 
with white calico outside, are generally worn. 
The covering to the head should be light, 
but thick to guard against coup# de soled ; 
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the thick turbans of the natives probably 
originated from the .yiine motive. However 
dangerous exposure to the sun may lie, f 
think the climate of India bus the credit for 
more than it deserves, and I hut brandy- 
panee. Iced beer, &c., indulged in too freely, 
are often the predisposing causes of these 
coups de sclfd, and ailments very liberally 
attributed by the sufferers—to the sun, 

1 was very frequently, and I may add 
imprudently, exposed to the sun whilst riding 
long distances, boating, or on shooting-ex¬ 
cursions; but, by abstaining from all stimuli 
during the time, I never found any ill effects 
from it. Once 1 broke through my general 
rule, mid drunk a bottle of beer whilst 
riding out, and the result was all day a 
dreadful headache, I had never before been 
troubled with, and which warned me that 
the other plan was the right one. 

Residents always ride out between the 
hours of five and seven in the morning, and 
from six to seven, or eight in the evening, 
when gourawallahs may he seen in all direc- 
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tiotis 1 fading horses, mostly of the Arab 
breed, to their respective masters. They 
never cross them, but turn the stirrups up 
us soon ns you alight. I have seen some 
Arab grays on parade with coats shining 
like beautiful white satin, finer than any¬ 
thing 1 have ever beheld in Europe. As 
chargers, with all their accoutrements glit¬ 
tering in the sun, they have a very pleasing 
effect. 

The mosquitoes mny be considered as the 
most permanent nuisance in Bombay, parti¬ 
cularly in the fort, where the ditches, filled 
with stagnant water, furnish an endless 
supply. Now comers are the greatest suf¬ 
ferers, the blood bring richer, and taking on 
violent inflammatory action from the stings, 
which to old Indians are comparatively 
harmless. The rnosqu i to ■ cu rtains nrou nd the 
bed are never omitted ; and, when they are 
properly put down in the evening, preclude 
any of the tormentors from entering. The 
act of getting into bed must he performed 
quickly, and, by withdrawing as little of the 
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curtain as possible, otherwise you will be 
soon followed by a few of them, preventing 
the chance of getting any sleep from the 
continual singing noise they mute around 
your face, and the occasional stings which 
they inflict over the body. 

On my first arrival, 1 was “griffin*’ 
enough to sleep in a bed without curtains 
at a friend’s house in die fort, none being 
ready that night, as I was not expected. 

I was warned of the risk, but I thought 1 
would try it for once, and full well did 
1 pay the penalty for thinking lightly of 
these almost invisible, but terrible, insects. 
On awaking in the morning, 1 found my¬ 
self stung all over from head to foot. Large 
irritable pimples and weals came out all over 
my face, which with the constant scratching 

c 

made me resemble a person with die small- 
pojc upon him, The pain was such that lor 
several nights I could get no §Iecp T h mng 
occupied al] the time with bathing uJl my 
Limbs with vinegar, braridy T haftahorn 1 lime- 
juice, or anything that anybody liked to 
suggest, aa the moat certain cure. 
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I found nothing do any good, and wna so 
^tafigurw] that tor many days I could notap- 
Jjoar jn public. After limit, J never thought 
%htly of mosquito curtains. TJtc greatest 
difficulty is to avoid these tormentors in 
the day, when from excessive heat, one falls 
asleep accidentally on a sofa, or arm-chair, of 
which they soon take advantage. Ton person 
not acclimatized, and therefore not proof 
against their stings, they are decidedly the 
greatest nuisance Id Indii, 

Living in Lombiiy is dicflp T and the mux- 
ket is pJ^ntifulIj^upplfixl with meat, poultry, 
gfunc, fruit, vegetable^ and fi at- The pom- 
fret is a fish much esteemcd T but rather 
overrated. It does not appear to tne equal 
to many fish caught on our coasts. The 
Bombay duck is u sort of sardine, hut longer 
aud much thinner; dried, it is generally 
served up after dinner with cheese t arid is 
an excellent relish. From its constant use 
here, the Bombay men have got the sobri¬ 
quet amongst the Indian community, of 
Bombay 11 ducks," in like manner that the 
Ton i* - 
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Madras people are called “ mulls," from 
their love of mulligatawny soup. The 
Calcutta people have gained the name of 
11 qui-hy,” Hindustan ?e for “ who is there V " 
which, when they want a servant, is a way 
of calling one, somebody being always sup¬ 
posed to he “ wiihin hail,” us no bells are 
used in the houses in India. 

The origin of these sobriquets ton stranger 
is rather puzzling until explained, and they 
frequently occur in the Newspapers, which 
are constantly nt war with those of the other 
Presidencies, there being great rivalry be¬ 
tween the three in most matters either civil 
or political. 

A vegetable called hheudy, full of seeds 
and very mucilaginous, tasting some thing 
like marsh-mallows, is often served up. 
Amongst the fruit, none is so celebrated us 
the mango, and the Mazagon mango, above 
all. The poet Moore mentions it in 41 hollah 
Rookh,” It is certainly a very delicious 
fruit, and unlike any other in flavour and 
shape* It is not long in season, and I was 
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lucky in falling in with it. The custard- 
apple is also very line litre; pumiudoes, pkn- 
(juns, guavas and pine-apples are common, 
but tLepinc ripplea are not particularly fine. 
Tllc inorjl ' n o is considered die best time to 
eat fruit in India. When served up at des¬ 
sert, it is seldom much indulged in. Beef 
is very cheap, but has little flavour. The 
natives worshipping the cow, will not touch 
it from religious scruples, and it is supplied 
to the shipping at the low price of twenty 

pounds 01,c rupee. Housekeepers pay 

about double that price for the choice meat. 
In the rural districts, beef i a never to be 
bad, except when the passage of European 
troops requires some to be killed, the pre¬ 
judices ot the natives are overlooked with 
safety. 

The Brahmins never touch animal food 
dating their whole lives, The other castes 
may eat certain kinds of animals; the lower 

d * B ** hve 013 fish, seldom caring 

a out meat, which they cannot afibrd to buy 
The Hamees live well, not being so restricted 

f 3 
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m their diet as the other natives of India. 
The Parwame caste "will eat anything even 
that has died from disease. The difference 
of caste is too long to discuss at any great 
length, and is so complicated from its vary¬ 
ing so much in different provinces, that, 
with a perfect knowledge of the language, 
it would be the work of many years 1 close 
study and observation to understand it, the 
natives being moreover averse to explain, 
or to discuss matters connected with their 
worship. 

Most of the rich merchants, both native 
and English, live in tine country-seats called 
11 Bungalows," on the different roads some 
miles out of town, and drive in in the morn* 
mg. In the afternoon, an endless number of 
carriages of all sorts are seen passing through 
the gates across the esplanade, and native 
town, to the different suburbs and villages. 
Officers and civil servants often live in tents 
an the esplanade, a part of which is allotted 
for that purpose. 

These tents are more like light thatched 
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cottages, with neat gardens, and out-houses 
for the servants, stabling, and every other 
convenience. But they must nil be pulled 
down bv the first of June, when the south¬ 
west monsoon seta in, and tl iB p y n 0fl 
which they are erected is deluged with rain. 
This lasts several mouths, after which they 
reflpponr as before. 

Nothing morn agreeable can be conceived 
than a residence in these tents during eight 
months of the year. The esplanade in font, 
and the sea close behind, render them cool 
and constantly exposed to the breeze. It is 
not unusual for two friends to take one be¬ 
tween them and keep house together, which 
was the wise with gentlemen l knew, Thera 
is a part culled the Strangers Ground, where 
a visitor may him one for any time, the 
government employes only having die right 
to reside Ui the main lines. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Tin* BtiQkhfty Biicet— Pirttf™qq.nH3^rt:— MihnlOlllcI Hns- 

icin uii'1 li I* Brother 1 —Ambum Hqnea—Tbn Club Ucmftp 
fljjil Hall Room—Thus Ik&rntwiy Yadil Club—Cufttmi juul 

ScliOOftara — 1 Finn iJin^lsy—C ehjUle—T im Uumiur-BtiaL— 

Kftthe Cjhitmi—T hi! Fattwruu*—Pal Dir of Crrtfrni -The 
fckrwtfl of Bmnliay—A PiTlkre MurEagir -Partwu WuiticiTi 
—Shj mi juxoiillt of i hu Firtflei, U r I fUtftin-u —‘TUbit Worship 
of- the Sa.L-r^-1 Fire—Thflix Mturner* a nil Custom* — The 
Mwnlmen—Interior uf u Ml>hiju.[?—TJ w Hiiuiu<]»—-Tl hit 
Drcda and Fiiataruji—Stercd LhiJti*—Hlmlm.* TcuqiLe*— 
The II mlL Hull d»yi— DLsj^Enfiil Froeeudlp^a — Adven¬ 
ture of iho AtlUior- 


Tiie Bombay races, which lust several 
days and are very well attended, took 
place soon after my arrival. The course is 
two miles from the town, and posses in front 
of the Bycullah Club House, which is given 
up during those days us a stand. The frrou n d 
presents a very picturesque sight of thousands 
of natives in their flowing white dresses, and 
coloured turbans, lining t he course, Europeans 
only, with a tew exceptions, having the entree 
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to the stand, which was crowded with 
elegantly-dressed Indies and gentlemen, 
almost nil in the GoiupaujB civil and 
military uniforms. 

Amongst the visitors, I noticed two 
Persians in rich cashmere shawls, with high 
black fur sugurdoaf-shapcd hats, long bkek 
beards, daggers, with solid gold handles, 
stuck in front, and their nails dyed ml, as is 
the custom In tire East. They had with 
them, as interpreter, a Parsec, who spoke 
good English- Mp curiosity being excited, 
I entered into conversation with him, and 
found that the finer-looking of the two was 
no less a personage than Mahmoud Hussein 
Agn Khan, or Prince of Persia, sondn-kw to 
the late king, and heir to the throne, but 
driven into exile with his brother by some 
revolution, narrowly escaping the bowstring. 
The Key id brothers first came to Ku Trachea 
and then to Bombay. The government of 
India allow* Prince Mahmoud 2,000 rupu$ 
a mouth, as a state [tensioner, until better 
times may recall him to the throne- 
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He looked a king all over, and, having 
occasion to pul] out my watch, he asked me 
the time, then looked at the watch, aud 
entering into conversation, said he recollec¬ 
ted seeing me before at Knrmchee, which 
was a mistake, as 1 hud never been there. 
A few weeks after this, I met him riding out 
with a cavalcade of small children and 
attendants, when lie recognised and saluted 
me, A fine military baud was in attendance, 
and the racing was very good. All the 
horses were pure Arabs. The winning 
horse of the principal race, for the stakes 
of 10,000 rupees, was imported from 
Arabia, and cost 1,000 pounds. Horn bay 
is a great mart for Arab inn horses, which 
are brought down from the Persian Gulf, in 
a very short time. Having taken an ice m 
the refreshment-rooms and tendered the 
payment, it was refused, and T found that no 
money was taken for refreshments, the cluh 
being at the expense of anything the com¬ 
pany might consume during the races. 

The club-house is on a very magnificent 
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scale, and the hidl-room, paved with black 
and white marble, and imported with rows 
of pillars, is very handsome. It is under 
similar regulations to the Clubs in London. 
Stningera can be admitted as members 
during their stay in Bombay, which is very 
convenient in a place where there are no 
hotels. 

The Bombay Yacht Club having their 
annual sailing matches soon after the races, 

I had a good opportunity of seeing how this 
fine manly exercise and amusement is 
conducted in the Bast, The spacious 
harbour presents a first-rate course, and in 
the afternoon the sea-breeze generally blows 
steadily. The cutters and schooners vary 
from twenty to fifty tons, but are not filt¬ 
rate, and were all beaten by a dinghy yacht, 
carrying one large hit teen soil on an immense 
curved yard reaching fore and aft, and built 
exactly on tbe model of a Mazagon fishing- 
boot, which for going to windward, is un¬ 
equalled by any forc-snd-aft-rigged vessel out 
here. To prove this, a gentleman built this 
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dinghy, unci entered her against yachts of 
any size, when she carried the prize, I 
doubt very much whether she would have 
any chance against the L ‘ Secret,” w Heroine,’ 1 
“ Idusrjijito,'’ or many other First-rate English 
cutters, with which the Bombay Yacht Club's 
fleet cannot compare. 

The dinghy is a boat peculiar to Bombay, 
very strongly built, open, with very ptoor sit¬ 
ting accommodation, and highly inconvenient, 
the inmate being exposed to the sun. These 
disadvantages are counterbalanced by great 
safety, speed, and cheapness. The hug© 
lilt teen cotton sail, generally the won© for 
wear, is hoisted on the most which rakes 
forward; the crew consists of four or five, 
the hctutemim steering with the steer-oar, or 
rudder, and the four naked coolies, generally 
Arabs, pulling oars, or more properly pad¬ 
dles, fixed to the end of a long bamboo pole. 
They stand up to each stroke, nnd, if going 
against tide, make a sort of yelling noise 
to assist their labour. Unless there is much 
wind, they pull and sail together. In beat¬ 
ing to windward, they never tack 4 head to 
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wind, but always wear the boat, which they 
do without losing way, 

I have often tried to induce them to put 
the helm down and <p about t to get on the 
other tack, but they never would do it. 
Ihey manage their boats with great skill, 
und will bring you alongside a sliip when 
there are much swell and a strong wind, 
with the greatest nicety. The hire of a 
dinghy and crew of four is two shillings 
und sixpence a day, they finding them- 
eelvcs, or thirty-five rupees a mouth. This 
allows sixpence fur the hoot, and six- 
ponce to each man. 

A larger sort of cruft, colled Bunder-boat, 
with a regular house in it, and pulled by 
twelve men, with two masts, is used for 
pie-nic parties amongst the islands, or for 
ladies to go out to the ships. In these, 
several beds can be made up, and they have 
every convenience for a two or three days* 
excursion. The price is in proportion. 
The natives themselves go about in long 
narrow canoes, cut out of the trunk of a 
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single tree, jnst broad enough for a man 
to squat down. They carry from ode to 
twenty men, each using a small juiddle. 
The pattatnars and Arab vessels all have 
them instead of boats. Europeans would 
capsize them Immediately, as it requires a 
peculiar knack to manage thern Ti or even to 
sit in them with safety. I once got into a 
smalt one that held two people, hut was 
soon turned out into the sea, and several 
others tried it, hut all got a ducking in 
their turn. 

The interior of a pattamar is quite 
different to most vessels; all the vessel, 
with the exception of a small raised poop, is 
devoted to the cargo. The crew' sleep 
about any where, amongst the bales of 
cotton, which is the cargo of most of them. 
In the cotton-season hundreds of them are 
to be seen off Colubah. The cotton comes 
down from the coast in temporary boles, 
wliich are landed at Colnbab, and made into 
proper bales for shipment by the aid of a 
scrcw-press. 
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The streets of Bombay are constantly filial 
with processions of the natives,, either 
connected with the numerous holidays of 
their religion 1 or with marriages, which 
are always celebrated in public. In the 
native town, you are sure to meet with 
them up to a late hour at night, accom¬ 
panied with torches and bands of music. 

Going through the fort one day, T fount I 
the street blocked up with carriages, close 
palanquins, and people, and heard that the 
cause of such a concourse was the celebration 
of a Parses marriage. The wedding guests, 
several hundreds in number, were ^ated 
on forms placed at each side of the street, 
opposite the bridegroom's house, and these 
all dressed alike in their snowy white 
costumes and high lilac-coloured, peculiar- 
shaped turbans, worn only by their sect, 
presented a very unique appearance* 

The bridegroom, a boy about fourteen 
years old, descended the steps leading from 
the door of his house to the street. Ilia dress 
was covered ad over with gold leaf; mid f 
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mom ting a bor&e richly caparisoned, with 
long garlands, of flowers trailing from Isis 
trappings, the procession moved onwards. 
First, came carriages filled with children of 
all ages, their little caps closely fitted to 
the hcwl, glittering with ornaments of gold 
and precious stones, the rest of their dresses 
being made of the richest e m broidered 
satin. Fuluiiijuin-i, filled with children, 
followed the carriages. Next dime several 
boy a and girls on horseback, dressed in a 
similar manner, each horse being led by a 
servant. Then came a sepoy-band in full 
uniform, followed by the army of wedding 
guests, and behind these some low-caste 
natives, with native music, their tomtoms, 
long brass trumpets, Sic,, making a perfect 
charivari. 

At last came the bridegroom, his horse 
led by lib nearest, relative, whilst servants 
tanned him. About one hundred Parsec 
women brought up the rear, These were 
simply yet elegantly dressed in a gown and 
spencer, with large shawls of choice fabric 
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thrown over their heads, and failing in loose 
and graceful folds around them. They 
wore no stockings, but small kid slippers 
turned up at the toe to n point. The 
Parsec women are nut generally handsome, 
most of them being of an olive cast, having 
dark eyes and hair, with large features, 
but good figure. They wear large silver 
bangles on the ankles and arms, and gene* 
rally dress in yellow or crimson silks, 
which give a lively appearance to the parts 
where they “ meet do congregate.'* 

Bombay may be considered the head-quar¬ 
ters of the Parsecs; but they nru to be found 
in numbers along the count, and all over 
Western Indio, where, by their industry 
and enterprise, they liavc risen to be 
amongst the most wealthy merchants of 
the Presidency, owning must of the large 
country ships, and many of theta becoming 
extensive land owners. In their eountry- 
acots and houses they imitate the English 
fashion, as they are fond of speaking the 
language, which most of them do fluently. 


112 


A VOYAGE TO CULVA. 


They are bon in r ante, and, when they assem¬ 
ble together at their convivial meetings, 
keep Lite hours, having little regard tor 
temperance principles. 

In all government and public offices, or 
banks, Parsoes are met with in posts ot’ 
trust, or eis clerks, their honesty and ability 
rendering them well fitted for such duties. 
They are very particular in adhering to 
their mode of dress and religion. I only 
met with one man who hud embraced 
Christianity, but ho had not changed his 
costume. The Parsee children arc very 
beautiful, mid are treated with great kind¬ 
ness by their parents. The tnea have nearly 
nil the same features and expression, which 
with the dress being all alike, make it diffi¬ 
cult sometimes to recognise them. 

A lew words about the origin of this 
interesting people, may not be out of place. 
The Parsecs, Gucbres, or Pirc-worshippers, 
were first introduced into Persia by 
Zoroaster, about the sixth century, A.D, 
Expelled from Persia by the persecution of 
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one of the Emperors, they emigrated into 
Khorassau, where they remained a century, 
nnd then to the island of Ormuz, in the 
Persian Gulf, which not liking, tl, L .y soiled 
Jbr the coast of (.iiizernt, when thev were 
favourably receive! by the prince. Land was 
given to them, and they built a town, called 
Sanjan. They remained here three centuries, 
and dispersed to ] iuroach, Burnt, anJ along 
the coast, 

A large number of Guebres fell in a battle 
with the Atfghnnflj the survivors fled, 
carrying their sacred Are with them, and 
continued to wander from place to place 
along the coasts lor centuries, until they 
at last found a secure asylum in Surat, 
Bombay, and other towns, The language 
they speak and write is the Gunerattce, in 
which character they have n newspaper 
nt Bombay, called the “Bombay Whip.” 
The Guebres pay the greatest reverence to 
the sun. iu which, they place the fountain 
head of fire. 

In their temples, the fire bums in a vase 
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within a grating, which none arc allowed to 
approach but the priests, who keep it alive, 
wat chin g over it night and day. The 
iiucbres have, besides the sue red fire, the 
greatest veneration for that element in 
general, and, when once kindled, deem it 
a sacrilege to extinguish it. Should their 
house take fire, they will not put out the 
llumcs by water, but pull down die sur¬ 
rounding part that it may expire of itself'. 
1 witnessed the burning of the house of the 
celebrated Parsee ship-builder, when jewels 
to the value of a lac of rupees were lost. 
The lire was prevented spreading to other 
houses by cutting away the roofs and walls. 
The fire-engines were worked by English 
sailors from the shipping, and during all this 
time the Parsec friends and relations were 
looking on with the most perfect apathy, 
whilst the sailors, who got nothing for 
their trouble, were exposing them solves to 
the most imminent danger, and several 
received serious injuries in their exertions 
to extinguish the fire. 
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Marriage is a favourite condition amongst 
them: polygamy is not allowed, excepting 
in coses of sterility, when, with the consent 
of the wife, the husband am marry again, 
the first wife still living with him, and 
retaining her rights. Their festivals are 
numerous; but tJielr manner of disposing of 
their dead is unlike that of any other sect. 
The body is placed in a round tower open 
at the top, on a stone-floor elevated from the 
ground and sloping to the centre, where there 
is a deep well into which the hones arc ga¬ 
thered niter decomposition. The bodies are 
thus exposed to the birds of prey, and the 
Parsees draw a good omen from the eye which 
is first plucked out by the hawk, or vulture. 

The Mtusehnen arc the most numerous 
sect, after the Hindoos. They are divided 
into two different sects, the Shiahs and the 
Soonies. Their mosques, or places of 
worship, nrc nume rous * the principal one, 
in the native town, is a very elegant build¬ 
ing, ornamented outside with finely-carved 
stone-work, and kept remarkably clean. 1 
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once hud the curiosity to go inside., but was 
obliged to take off my boots before I was 
allowed to enter—the floor being of marble 
rendered this part of one's dress rather awk¬ 
ward to dispense with* 

The interior is plain, supported by light 
mahogany pillars, with a small pulpit at one 
end, without ornament of any kind. A iew of 
the faithful were prostrating themselves on 
the floor of the mosque, and deeply engaged 
in prayer* The place combined an air of 
grandeur and simplicity, well suited to cause 
an impressive effect upon the beholder. 

The Hindoo^ who are by far the greatest 
number of the population, have each a 
painted mark on the forehead, Indicating 
their caste, &e. This is sometimes a round 
pitch tea large ns a sixpence, or one or more 
horizontal lines, cither white, red, or yellow* 
These are painted fresh every day, and worn 
fmm the highest down to the lowest. Their 
turbans are of various forms and colours, 
the Banians wearing theirs terminating in 
a peak in front, not unlike a small horn. 
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They till shave the head entirely, with the 
exception of a small patch on the crown, 
which is allowed to grow. They wear no 
heard nor whiskers, hut the moustache is 
very generally cultivated. This absence of 
all hair gives them a very naked, and at 
first, unsightly appearance, until in time one 
gets accustomed to it. 

Their features ore very regular and often 
handsome, their complexions dark olive, like 
most Eastern nations. Their hands and feet 
are very small and delicate. Their dress is 
generally of white drapery, wbkh is passed 
between the legs and secured at the waist, 
answering the purpose of trowsers. They 
wear no stockings, but broad-toed morocco 
shoes, the lower part of the legs thus remain¬ 
ing uncovered. 

Tile cow is amongst their especial objects 
of worship: Bruhrainy bulls are constantly 
seen wondering about the streets, and are 
held sacred by the natives, who teed them 
voluntarily. These bulls have a large hump 
on the back, like a camel’s, are very inoffeti- 
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fiivc, mu! me sometimes ornamented "with 
bells, or flowers, To ill-treat ft Brabminy 
bull, would bo giving great offence to the 
natives, und might be resented by them. 

The Hi ndoo temples and pagodas are very 
numerous, and of all sizes and forms. In 
some, one is not allowed to enter on any ac¬ 
count. They worship also stone images, 
stones, trees, and uU sorts of things; which 
is shown by the object being bedaubed with 
red lend. This distinguishing symbol of 
recent adoration, occurs constantly on the 
reads and in villages, where the red paint 
is always met with on different objects. 

Their festivals are very numerous, but 
none lasts so long ns that called the Iluoli 
holidays, which begin the 26 th of March, and 
continue for several days. During flint time, 
nobody does any work, and the lower classes 
give themselves up to all sorts of riot and 
obscenity. They pelt each other in the streets 
with mud, and bedaub each other's dresses 
with red and yellow dyes; throw dust and 
rubbish in the face of those passing by, and 
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make use of language, which I was told 
would not bear repeating. 

The inagistmtea have limited the celebra¬ 
tion of tills nuisance to certain quarters of 
the fort, and reduced the number of days, 
but enough him not yet been done, and the 
outcry iu the papers was loud against it, 
I hud an opportunity of seeing, quite unin- 
tentiomiUy, to will* an extent things are 
carried; for, on the last day of the iiooli 
holidays, I intended to ride across the island, 
but was dissuaded from doing so by my 
gourawallah, lor reasons which 1 could not 
understand. I, there lore, started off at sbi 
in the morning for Malum, the road lying 
through the lloree Bazaar, a large populous 
street in the fort, inhabited entirely by natives. 

As I entered this place from a narrow 
street, I found nil the male portion of the 
inhabitants, ranged up on both sides of the 
road, pelting each other not only with mud 
and dirt, but with mortar, broken wood, 
stones, and offal, rendering it quite dan¬ 
gerous to pass along. 
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Bering mounted, an A having no other 
choice of road,! thought perhaps the presence 
of an European would ensure me sufficient 
respect to pass unmolested, and for a time 
it did, ns there was a sort of check amongst 
them. But my goarawallah was made an 
object of derision, and at last, when 1 had 
advanced ho If way fli rough the street, the 
uproar became veiy great, and a few missiles 
striking my horse, he refused to proceed* 
whan luckily a guard of Sepoys stationed 
there to keep order, seeing me in difficulties, 
escorted me as far us the city gates, arriving 
there just in time to avoid a procession 
of barbarous music, followed by u mob it 
would have been impossible for urn to 
face. 

No European ever dreams of venturi rig 
out amongst such scenes; end, had 1 had 
the slightest idea of what the Mooli festival 
wafi r I should never have had the oppor- 
tuni h of describi ng it. Lea v\ ri g \h e c rowded 
parts of the city, there was no danger out¬ 
side, where the population being thinner 
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you coaid ride across the Island without any 
accident These scenes are do criterion of the 
conduct of the Hindoo population who are 
generally a mild, tractable, and inoffensive 
people, respectful towards their European 
masters, even to senility, sober, economical, 
intelligent, and often very trustworthy. 
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Public in Bombfiy—Stum* tif tbc MflrqCun 

CurjjfrfiJUj—Tift- Tcwn HalE—The ElphinMiute InatilU 
tin n-—The fianniariDin,— Thu Mid ulLwI'Lji hwur Hills—El* 
tnvm Library -Thr Cnllmlrul— 1 Tim ftcotch CThurth 
—The Mint—Tba Ctutum BoEimh —*4 Mflrdsim 
jtiiiiH-Tbe Old Hunder—Tli u New Itcmder—‘Ala JituUiflterl 
Scent—Tiro Drt&jsrd-^The Eurnpcin Hwrpltaii—The 
SipBiBO Court tif Jmtfoa—Trixd fur Murder—Indian 
Nary Cluli Bonve—Boultny CaelEu-—A n Oriwtsl Eki'ou 
Indian Feme tee—Berttat* or Watcr-Cwr^r>-—Tike 
Slfpoy Linus—Public WjiflhmiT Pkci. 

f he principal public buildings In tic 
tort, arc the Town HalI T the Cathedral* the 
Mint, the Custom IIonsc T tiie Courts of 
Justice, the Dockyard of the Indian Navy* 
the Cnstle T the European Hospital, und the 
monument erected to the Marquess Com- 
wallis, in the middle of Bombay Green t a 
large square planted round with trees, and 
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tlic most central part of the Fort. The 
statue of the Marquess is aumonnded with 
pillars supporting a dome, and looks alto- 
getliL'f rather heavy* 

The Town Hall is a tine building, occupy- 
iog one side oi the Green, and jg entered by 
ascending a large flight of steps, the ground- 
flwr being filled with different government 
offices, The large room is supported bv 
rows of pillars, and at each end is a niche, 
one containing a fine marble statue of the 
Honourable Mount Stuart Elphinstofie, by 
l imntrey. In the next room, are the statues 
in marble of Sir John Malcolm, and Sir 
Charles Forbes, Bart., both by Chantroy. 
The two first were formerly distinguished 
Governors of Bombay. 

The Honourable Mount Stuart Elphin- 
stone was the British Resident at Poona, 
when the Peishwn attacked ami burned the 
Residency in 1817, which led to the last 
Mahmtta war, ami the extinction of that 
formidable power. He was also the founder 
01 tIlc Elphiijstone Institution, for the 
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instruction of native children Jti which nearly 
ljOOO children receive the benefit of an Eng¬ 
lish education, lo Sir John Jliilcuhu, the 
Presidency is indebted for the eataUuhmaiit 
of the San atari um t on the Mahabaleshwtir 
Hills, bo invaluable during the hot season ro 
invalids and to children. 

The village forming the Sanitarium i* 
cfdled Malcolm Peth T in honour of its foun¬ 
der, mid tvas ceded by the Rajah of Sattara, 
in exchange for another village, to the East 
In d i ii Co to p n n y, The M n ha Im leshwnr H ill s 
form port of the diuin of the Glmtata, ajid 
are 4,500 feet above the level of the eoo, 
from which they are distant twenty-five 
miles. The distance from Sattara h thirty 
miles, from Poona seventy T and from Bom¬ 
bay, via Xugotncu seventy miles* with art ex¬ 
cellent road and public bungalows at each 
stage, or, it can be reached from Bombay by 
a short sea trip, ascend mg the Bancoot River, 
and travelling twenty-five miles by land. 

The surrounding scenery is of great gran¬ 
deur and beauty. Suitable residences have 
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been built for invalid^ or families; there are 
a resident chaplain, medical officer, and 
magistrate: a public library, uiid every other 
convenience. The climate is said to lie da* 
lightful to the exhausted Indian, the mean 
temperature being (JO 0 , similar to the Cape, 
or New South Wales. During the hot sea¬ 
son, the Governor and suite, with many of 
the influential families of Bombay, retire to 
this bracing atmosphere and most fashionable 
resort. The Bombay branch of the Boyal 
Asiatic Society, the Bombay Medical ami 
Physical Society, and many others hold their 
meetings in the Town Hall. 

There is a very extensive library, which 
h open to visitors, who arc properly introdu¬ 
ced by u member, I only availed myself of 
its advantages fora short time before 1 left, 
riot knowing of Its existence earlier. The 
museum, in a room adjoining, ia a very poor 
affair, and docs not say much for the scien¬ 
tific zeal of the capital of Western India, 
which vast country contains a rich and most 
extensive field in every branch required for 
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the formation of a museum worthy of the 
Dame. The impression this apology /or a 
museum must moke upn a stranger is, that 
“mammon, not science, is worshipped here" l 
have seen a much better one in many a pro* 
vincial town ui France- ii Tkoj manage these 
things letter in France" was a remark of 
Sterne a century ago, that may apply to the 
promotion of science, at the present day. 

The Cathedral is situated on the other 
side of the Green. U is plain outside, but 
the interior is elegant and filled with finely 
sculptured monuments to the memory of the 
dead, most of whom have belonged to the 
civil or military service of the Company, 
Punkahs arc Lung across from the roof, 
which are kept going during the sen’ice. 
The attendance is not so great as one 
might expect, arising probably from many 
of the inhabitants attending the Scotch 
Church and Scotch Free Kirk. This latter 
is situated in the Native Town, and has a 
large congregation. 

The Mint Is on the same side na the Town 
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Hall, and is well worth Inspecting, which 
can easily lie done by asking permission from 
the master. I was told to call on Friday, 
as the most likely day to see the coining pro¬ 
cess, but it did not take place. A gentleman, 
one of the superintendents, however, took 
great pains to show me all over the establish¬ 
ment, which is on a very extensive scale. 

In the melting-room I saw the workmen 
running olf ingots of silver; all the persons 
employed are natives; the machinery was 
sent out from England at an immense ex¬ 
pense. They struck a die before inti, such as 
are used to coin the rupees, and then made 
several rupees from it to shew me the process, 
but would not allow me to take one of them 
by paying for it with another, that being con- 
trarv to the rules. I was very politely asked 
to call end sco the coining another day, as 
no work was then going on, on account of 
the Ilooli holidays. 

The Custom-House ban old, irregular pile 
of buildings, facing the old llunder, or loud* 
ing-place, from which a passage leads through 
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it into the front part which is near the 
Green. It is a busy scene of entirely 
oriental appearance. The heaps of merchan¬ 
dise from all parts of the East; the Bmell of 
gums, spices, drugs, and oils; the crowd of 
Arabs, Persians, and Indians, of nil countries, 
in their native dress, just landing from their 
vessels; coolies, weighing and currying heavy 
bales in all directions, through passages 
crowded with goods leaving little room for 
lookers on, caused me soon to make my exit, 
but not before I was covered with cotton 
and dust. 

The old Bunder, where everything pass¬ 
ing through the Custom-House must be 
landed, is a very inconvenient place to have 
much to do with. It is so crowded with 
dinghys and cargo-boats, that it is some¬ 
times almost impossible to reach the steps, 
and, at low water, ijuite so, coolies carrying 
you on their shoulders ashore for a picc. 
At, six o'clock in the morning, all the 
dinghys from the different shifts in the har¬ 
bour call here for their fresh supplies. The 


A VOYAGE Tl> CEILV'A. 


129 


DubnsL ia in attendance to go "with the 
slop’s steward to the bazaar, which is not for 
oil*. Here fish, flesh, fowls, fruit, vegetables, 
bread, &c., are procured for the use of 
the ship, the Dubash being the purchaser 
of everything at tbo market prices, and for 
which Europeans could never obtain them. 

For all other purposes, the people gene¬ 
rally land at the Apollo, or New Bunder, 
built at the end of a tongue of land running 
out into the sea, and having a line broad 
flight of steps of great height, leading down 
to the water’s edge. In the afternoon, those 
steps are lined with Parsecs sitting down In 
rows. 

The road leading to this Bunder, being 
fully exposed to the sea-breeze, renders it a 
favourite drive with the elite of Bombay, 
whose carriages stop nt the extreme end 
for IwU-nn-hour about sun-set, filled with 
ladies and children, desirous of seeing the 
numerous boats, yachts, and men-of-war gigs 
landing or biking off their respective owners, 
and of enjoying the cool air from the water. 

a 3 
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They thence drive to the Esplanade, where 
the bond of one of the regiments plays until 
dusk, the carriages forming n ring, and the 
equestrians, in or nut of uniform, may be 
seen galloping their Arabs on the turf to 
show them oil' to the best advantage, or gos¬ 
siping by the side of the carriages with their 
piir friends—which here goes by the nemo 
of Peacocking. The natives are seldom 
met with, excepting a few Punas, and 
plenty of Ayahs leading about delicate 
little children, who have lost nil their 
English healthy, rubicund aspect in these 
torrid regions. 

The Dockyard of the Indian navy, is not 
fur from the new Bunder, He principal 
building contains the engineering depart* 
nient. All the machinery is moved by 
steam, and is under the control of 
Ardaseer, a Parsec of note, who Is the chief 
engineer. Everything is on a grand scale - t 
the workmen arc all natives. The offices 
of the Indian naval department occupy 
another extensive building, and in the 
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dockyard are ‘built the steam-frigates, 
sloops, brigs, &c. of the Indian government. 
The Meanee, S i, built of teak, will probably 
be the last of that size launched hero, o$ it 
is said die home government do not intend 
to order any more men-of-war from Bom¬ 
bay. Private ships can be repaired in these 
docks, and the Charles Grant, an old 1,400 
ton ship, has almost entirely been renewed. 

A tiger once swam from one of the islands 
adjacent, landed on the old Bunder, where 
he killed a man, and, being pursued, took 
refuge in the dock-yard in a small schooner 
that was being built on the slips, where he 
was destroyed. The vessel was named 
from that circumstance the Royal Tiger, 
and is still in active service. 

The European Hospital is an old building 
erected behind the ramparts, near the farthest 
gate] mil) its situation between the high, 
crowded native houses behind, and the ditches 
of the fortifications in front, mast be any¬ 
thing but an eligible one. It is solely for 
the use of English soldiers, siiilorc, &c. Seu- 
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me ix from the shipping in harbour are ad- 
mi tied on payment of a small weekly sum, 
This hospital cannot compare with the 
splendid establishment built for the native 
population by the munificence of a Parses* 
Sir Jamsettjec Jeejeehhoy, at liycullali, two 
miles from the fort* 

The native regiments have each an 
hospital attached to their barracks- I 
noticed many wounded men t who had just 
come down the Indus* from the battles of 
Chillinnwalkh and Mnultan. The rest 
of the patients were affected with the usual 
Indian diseases, liver disease* dysentery* 
diurrlma, lever* ague* &c* Tlombuy bus 
been free from cholera for several years*, 
which is attributed to the great improve¬ 
ment hi the drainage and sewerage in the 
ibrt. It may still be met with amongst 
the filthy crowded quarters of the natives, 
Lut then little is known about it elsewhere, 

I ho Supreme Court of Justice is opposite 
ihe gates of the dockyard, and trials are 
conducted in much the tame manner os in 
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England, with the exception of a sworn 
interpreter being always required for native 
eriinlnals, and the jury-box containing a 
mixture of turbuned and English jury¬ 
men. 

Owing to so much of the uv id once being 
in the vernacular tongue, and requiring to 
be interpreted, the proceedings appear tedi¬ 
ous to the hearer. I was in court during a 
trial for murder, and another for the ad¬ 
ministering of the datura, a poisonous plant, 
which produces stupor, and is very com¬ 
monly given in Food with intent to rob the 
victim whilst under its powerful effects. 

The surgeon of the native hospital de¬ 
posed to having admitted seventy cases in 
one year, none of which proved fatal. In 
spite of this, I expect that a strong dose, 
without the advantages of early medical 
assistance, might prove fatal, and severe 
measures should be taken to stop this grow¬ 
ing evil. The Sudder Adawlut, another 
Court of Justice, under the Company's 
jurisdiction, h situated outside the fort. 
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Not far from the Court of Justice, facing 
ttie ramparts, is the Indian Navy Club 
House, where the (iilicera of that service are 
accommodated during their stay on shore. 
Visitors can be admitted, when properly 
introduced, as members during their stay 
in .Bombay. It is more conveniently situated 
than the Byeuiluh Club, und, had I known 
it earlier, I should have been glad to have 
joined it. Such establishments arc particu¬ 
larly useful in India, where there are no 
hotels, rior lodging houses, nor any sort of 
convenience for strangers, who may have 
no friends to live with. 

Bombay Castle, the entrance to which 
is through ;m old curved arched gateway, 
near the Mint, co mma nds the harbour, a 
stone platform, mounted with heavy guns, 
forming its boundary on die water-side. 
It does not convey an idea of great strength, 
and is used now 11 s an arsenal for all the 
onus, cannon, and warlike stores of the 

The first large room you enter is filled 
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from top to bottom with all sorts of rockets, 
shot, shell, hand-grenades, curt lines, pistols, 
ctitWsrs. and lances, numbered and arranged 
with great symmetry. These are only 
“musters," or samples of the articles which 
are stowed away in the different stores. 
The saddlery department for the cavalry is 
upstairs, and also the depot of clothes, 

Crossing the yard, is the Artillery depot. 
Here) hundreds of pieces of caution of all 
calibre, heaps of shot and large shells, 
surround you ; and at the end are large 
covered sheds, under which lie!J-pieces 
mounted on their carriages, and powder 
caissons, ready for immediate use, ore 
always kept. All these arc mode of strong 
native wood, at the gun-carriage manufac¬ 
tory of Colabfth, by native workmen. 

On leaving the enstk, to the left, is a 
piece of ground railed round, in winch are 
lying upwards of a hundred pieces of 
cannon of largo size. The esplanade that 
separates the fort from the native town, 
sometimes called Dungaree, lias towards 
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that end several large round tanks containing 
water. Nettr the fort gate Is a marble monu¬ 
ment to the memory of the Marquess Welles¬ 
ley, surrounded with cannon taken In battle. 
At dawn of day, a curious oriental scene 
presents itself to the stranger, in w hich I 
often indulged. The various tanks are 
crowded with women, as they are employed 
hi cleaning their brass and copper chat- 
ties, or in filling them, by means of a 
rope, with water, required for the house 
during the day. When the chatties are full, 
the females place them on their heads, and 
return Ln groups to the city* their fine 
figures, dressed in richly-coloured silks, their 
large silver bangles on the arms and ankles, 
their gold ear-rings, and a large gold ring 
hanging from the nose, are very striking. 
Many of them, although of dark com¬ 
plexion, have remarkably hand some and 
regular features, beautiful black eyes, white 
teeth, and a graceful style of manner un¬ 
known to females of more northern climes. 
They often, whilst walking, hold each other 


A VOYAGE to CUiSfA, 


137 


by tbe haiid^ which is also a custom with 
the men. They sometimes carry a little 
child dangling astride on the hips* one arm 
being round the child and the other at 
liberty. It is not unusual to sec young 
mothers of fourteen thus eucumbered. 

TJia bcaties, or water+canierB, a low caste 
of men without any covering but a cloth 
tied round their loins, carry water in 
large copper vessels hung one on each 
side to a flexible bamboo borne across 
the shoulder. Another class have buffaloes, 
with large Unuish Imth era-bucket hung on 
each side, which a re ii Lied with water from the 
tank, and the animals are then driven into 
the fort to supply the different houses. The 
same scene takes place again at sunset, when 
the tanks are crowded with women and 
water-curriers as before. It reminds one 
every moment of Rebecca at the well, 
and the custom is umloubteclly as an¬ 
cient* 

The sepoy iities form the extreme end of 
the esplanade. Here these faithful guar- 
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dinna of our eastern empire live in barracks 
uf light cods true tion Buited to their taste, 
with their wives and famili^g, enjoying unin¬ 
terruptedly the privileged of their religion 
md their native customs. Frequent parades 
take place in the morning, or afternoon, 
and u grand review of all the garrison was 
ordered by the Governor. Viscount Falk¬ 
land, before his departure for the hills. He 
was attended by his guard of honour, jackal 
men from tho Bombay light cavalry, whose 
splendid uniform of silver and light blue, 
with their noble bearing, and dark counte¬ 
nances, give them a very marfM appear¬ 
ance. 

Firing with blank cartridge, and the 
different evolutions were gone through with 
great precision, the native troops being in 
the highest state of discipline. I was 
particularly struck with the soldier-hke 
manner of the Soubadnrs and Jemadars, or 
native officers, who arc attached to each 
corps, betides the usual number of English 
officers. The Indian Army La a very popu- 
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Inr service amongst the natives, who apply 
for enlistment in greater numbers than are 
required. They arc not admitted beyond 
a certain age, I think twenty-one, and to be 
dismissed the service is to them a severt- 
jmniahrnent. On the right-hand side of 
the esplanade, is the public washing-place, 
where all the linen of Hombay is taken 
by the 'limbic?, each of whom has a sepa¬ 
rate place to stand in, a stream of water 
being conveyed through the whole line, in 
which the clothes are washed. By the side 
of the dhobie U u tint stone, on which the 
linen is beaten, the stone being worn smooth 
by constant use. Tliis accounts for the un¬ 
usually quick wear of one's garments, the 
disappearance of hut tons, and button-holes. 
Tlic linen is brought, home very clean, and 
stiff with congee, or rice-water; the charge is 
three rupees u hundred, or so much a month 
for residents. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Thu Nat ire Town—TrudfiK ilskI -OfiCapliticnu—A Mtulr-y 
Fnpubtlun—This er Huirkefi—Water-TfLtikfr— 

Fjir^EECierFi, Hjf KlillglOIEBFllItmttDB— Filthy FlrHEte—Prltlri|iii 
Ohjflct a w n rlh v i njlTrur—T Lu * Fir J sianeetjet! .1 WSjiHr I I h .y 11 > *- 
pitfil—Medical Co>llc^c—'Putittiuu mil i J 3tyiEei[ui=—iOpt 
rtui--n fiif Ijltlniunn)"— 1 'tv -f Chlomfurm Leptusy nm\ 
fJum^VVcurm—D^iwiripttou of tine, biter—Nulhu Pre- 
jud[c»—P itk-l- Huipfa]—Tht JjuI' NuLitei Dny gdiuD]l 
—on Fire—'A Nnulch—The Ibiun 1 doscrUuHi A 
Shwllng Eicai^nil—MuJmilliL Fortn&an—WQtl 
PjTiLctLEtlk'^l Mound—Puftccck., bnglo Fuwf &l.—M eu- 
fci'ya—CJitH&fflJj—iliu Ocean Fort, tk-PL-ril^. 

At .Dungaree Green begins the native 
town* with its densely-crowded inhabitants 
lilliiig the streets, i$y as to render riding or 
driving through it a work of some difficulty * 
Men are seen squatting down in front of their 
shops with scarcely ttny clothing; others 
smoking the hookah, or chewing betel-nut. 
Some are lying asleep on hi ate, or swinging 
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themselves In a coarse sort of net-hammock, 
hung up i n the shop. 

The- shops urn f JJ open in front, and 
different trades are carried on in them: the 
coppersmiths hammering away with all their 
might to make t Jig basins, lotahs, and dif- 
iorent utensils used by the Hindoos. The 
carpenters, smiths, shoemakers, &c., all <pf T ti 
busily engaged, Bestfcs, carrying their load 
of water across their shoulders; Rndiminy 
bulls, slowly pacing the streets; buUock-hact- 
cries driving along amidst fearful yells; dash- 
ing equipages, with servmnts running before 
the horses to clear the road; naked coolies, 
bearing heavy loads upon their heads; native 
policemen in blue doth dresses and yellow 
turbans, with truncheon in hnnd, loitering 
about with varnished paper umbrellas which 
are carried by most people, to keep off the 
sun; and a wedding-procession with loud 
discordant music, and a host of followers, 
constantly crossing your path, render a 
stroll through the native city one of the most 
curious sights a -European can behold- 
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The Letter sort of Louses are heavily 
ornamented with carved wood, which U 
painted in different colours, and on the 
walls of many are portrayed Hindoo subjects, 
tigers, elephants, &c., in gaudy hues, and in 
rather a primitive style. The front part of 
the house is open, and there the Hindoo has 
his head shaved, performs Ins ablutions ail 
over the body, and eats his kauri rm, or rice 
find currie, regardless of spectators who 
take no notice of it. 1 once was much 
amused by seeing an Indian Portuguese 
kneeling down in a crowded thoroughfare, 
a Hindoo barber also kneeling in front of 
him, with razor in hand, performing his 
office, everybody giving them a wide berth 
out of courtesy. 

A very useful class of natives are the 
I■orahs, a sort ol itinerant hawkers. The 
Borah carries his pack with him, and pays 
periodical visits to the different European 
houses, where he supplies the ladies with 
English articles of dress, or native stuffs, 
each person dealing with a favourite Borah. 
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’I’hese men Answer die same patpose as the 
linen-drapers 1 shops, which arc unknown in 
Indiu T and they generally sell good articles, 
at ii reasonable price* 

Ihv Native Toun contains a number of 
large square tanks, or reservoirs of water, 
built round with stone, and having broad 
steps leading down to the water, where the 
people fill their chatties, and perform their 
ablutions. These tanks, in the hot season, 
when silmost diy T faavea very aguish appear¬ 
ance, and are replenished by the rains during 
the south-west monsoon ; otherwise, they 
would have a very little diance of Ixdng 
replenished, as not a drop of rain fell in the 
three months I was at Bombay, Near these 
tank* are often located Fuqueera, u sort 
of religious fanatics, who make a vow to 
torture themselves in a hideous way, and 
expose themselves to the public, who give 
them alms. Some hold their arms up until 
they grow in that position, and distort their 
limbs into all maimer of unnatural shajjes. 
Certain of these are lepers, who have lost 
their fingers, hands, or toes, by disease. 
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I cannot say much for the cleanliness of 
this part of Bombay, which, with the ex* 
ccption of the Bycuflsh road, and one or 
two other streets, is in a most filthy state; 
this, with the constant smell of rancid oil and 
assnfertida assailing the olfactories, compels 
one soon to hurry out of the place to breathe 
a purer air. The principal objects worth 
visiting in the Native Town are the Mnbom- 
medan Mosque, of which I have before 
spoken, the Native Hospital, and Grant 
Medical College in the same building, the 
Elphinstcne Institution, the Schools for the 
education of half-caste children, the Jail, 
the Parsec Hospitul for animals, See. 

The Sir JiunBetjce Jeejeebhoy Hospital 
wns founded a few years ago by the Parsee 
knight, at his entire expense, for the recep¬ 
tion of natives of all castes. Attached to it 
is the Grant Medical College, both forming 
it handsome pile of buildings, of Gothic 
architecture, facing the Bycullah road, with 
a garden in front, and n fine gateway lead¬ 
ing from the college to the hospital, which 
is built in the form of a square, The wards 
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are nlL on die ground-floor, large, high 
pitched, usd well ventilated. The flooring 
is of dried cowdung, bukod hard in the suit, 
which is pleasing to the patients, os it 3s 
similar to their homes, and connected with 
religious notions ; besides that, it does not 
fonn a bad material, being hard and 
smooth, 

A wide corridor, supported by pillars, 
extends outside, trom one end of each wing 
to the other, under which convalescents can 
walk protected from the sun. The m en 
are disposed on one side, and the women on 
the other; these latter are much less in 
number. The hospital can accommodate from 
two to three hundred patients. They are 
all clashed in different wards, according to 
their caste and country, great attention 
beitig paid to allow them cooks uf their re¬ 
spective castes, ns they will not cat food 
provided by any other. 

Hero are wards for Brahmins, Mali rut tas. 
Mussel men, Lascars, Pariahs, Arabs, mid 
many others. The patients bear opera- 
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tions weU, arising from their sober Ambits* 
and simple vegetable diet, rendering them 
little liable to inflamm ation, Their patl* 
enee also must have u great deal to do 
with it* The surgeons and physicians go 
round the wards in the morning and 
evening. 

The dispensing department is in the 
hands of Portuguese assistants and appren¬ 
tices, who are generally found to fill those 
offices in the different medical establish¬ 
ments of the Presidency* 1 met with great 
attention from Dr, Moreheud, the chief 
physician* and principal of the college, and 
from Air. Feet, the chief surgeon, and pro¬ 
fessor of surgery, who gave me ** c^trU 
blanch^ to go over the wards whenever I 
pleased, and to attend at the operations. 

I saw one case of lithotomy on an old man 
of seventy, under the influence of chloroform* 
The operation was well peribmied, hut 
whether from the effect of it or from the 
chloroform, it was some time before he 
rallied, and ho appeared almost in artkulo 
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mortis^ but m the end recovered. Lockjaw is 
a common disease, imti Is very faM ] Saw 
chloroform administered to one man with 
Mltjaw, with great success, as it enabled 
him to take food; and he ultimately re¬ 
covered ; it was given twice a day. I tried 
it on a Chinaman I ,ma called In to treat, 
who hud the same complaint, and, after the 
administration of chloroform, he fed him¬ 
self with his chopsticks, but died the 
third day. 

Cases of leprosy and Guinea worm are 
frequently admitted. The Dmcuncnlus, or 
Guinea worm, is peculiar to India, attacking 
both Natives and Europeans, The first indi¬ 
cation of it is the uppenranto on the arms, or 
legs. Of* pimple winch becomes inflamed and 
paiutu 1. This is opened and the worm is seized 
with the forceps and drawn out from under¬ 
neath the skin by winding it gently round a 
fjuill until it Is all extracted. It often mea¬ 
sures from three to four feet, is of a dull white 
colour, of about the thickness of catgut. 

It causes intense [mn, and several worms 

n 2 
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sometimes appear in different parts. The 
native barbers arc very expert, in extracting' 
it, and the operation is generally left to 
them. Nothing Is known about Its patho¬ 
logy, the predisposing causes, or how it lirst 
locates itself in the human frame. 

The prejudices of the Natives against going 
into an hospital are now greatly diminished; 
the kind treatment and benefits they r< cilve 
rapidly doing away with their scruples, 

I have seen few things in India mote in¬ 
teresting than the Sir Jnmsetjee Jeojecblioy 

II ospi tn I. Them t:di cal col lege ha s it boll t f ifty 
students, principally Hindoos mid Parsecs, 
with a few In do-Portuguese. Some of them 
receive a stipend from government, to pro¬ 
vide for their expenses whilst studying, and 
to those who do not require it, everything 
is free. There are the laboratory, museum 
< if anatomy, library’, lecture-rooms, amphi¬ 
theatre and dissecting-room,—nil on a large 
scale and similar to such an institution in 
England. 

The students all speak good English, are 
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most diligent and attached to their studies, 
most of them showing intellectual powers of 
u superior order. It will be the wort of time 
*° WWine th * Bind® prejudice against 

****** hut many of the natives hav* 

done so. I frequently conversed with them, 
and found them eager for information re¬ 
specting England. I was invited to Jisaist 
at the arm nal examinations and distribution 
of prizes; the m of Bombay were there, 
and several excellent speeches were made! 
particularly by Sir Erskine Periy, the Chief 
Justice, and Dr. Eurnea, President of the 
Medical Hoard, showing the advantages the 
population of India would derive from 
having their countrymen dispersed amongst 
them as properly educated medical men. ^ 
The Parsec Hospital for diseased animals 
all descriptions, offers a very singular hut 
rather disgusting exhibition. According to 
the tenets of the Parsec creed, animals should 
l»e led and taken care of during sickness, or 
old age. and this is the receptacle for all such, 
a certain sum being paid by the owners tor 
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that purpose* It consists of a large square 
yard* surrounded by a high wall* against 
which a well-covered shed is built all round, 
being open towards the yard. Stra w is laid 
cIgwtj, and racks, filled with hay and grass* 
and troughs of fresh water, are placed in 
different parts. In these sheds, separated 
from each other, arc horses, cowe, buffaloes, 
donkeys, goats, sheep, dogs, cats, and a 
variety of other animals, some with broken 
legs, or didoc&ted joints ; others blind, and 
tottering from old age. At one end are 
coops for poultry, of all descriptions, cages 
for parrots, and various bird*, with their 
attendants, giving it altogether an appear* 
a nee something between a large fkrat*yard 
and a menagerie. 

The jail is a large dismal-looking building 
situated near Mazagon, and contains a great 
number of prisoners, principally for debt. 
Several live together in a room, being placed 
according to caste* A general officer had 
been confined here many years for debt* 
The condemned cells are near a gate leading 
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into the town, under which capital exe¬ 
cutions take place. Several deep, round 
tanks are In the yards, and the whole has a 
clean and orderly appearance. 

I lie institution for the reception of the 
half-caste children of Europeans is a large 
building on the left-hand side of the Bycullah 
toad, a few miles from the Tort. It is very 
amusing to visit the private day-schools of 
the native Hindoo children; generally in a 
large room open towards the street, some 
twenty or thirty little creatures are seen 
squatting on die floor, holding square pieces 
of board sprinkled with red sand,upon which 
they write with a bamboo. The more ad¬ 
vanced write with a bamboo pen and black 
ink upon a sort of whity-brown pa F r, 
manufactured for the purpose. Frequently,’ 
they all repeat the same words together, and 
seem pretty attentive to their studies. 

Once on the other side of the island, I 
entered a village-school ajlt ] t j JC ^] ]Q 

could not speak English, took great pains to 
show me the books and writing of the children 
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One of those occurrences for which Bom¬ 
bay harbour has so long been notorious, 
took place shortly lifter my arrival. The 
alarm was given in the fort at nJ»ut ten 
o’clock at night of n ship being on fire. She 
proved to lie the “Futty Rnhitnon,” of 500 
tons, a new vessel built at Cochin, bon ml from 
Calcutta to .fudduh. Her cargo consisted of 
rice, ginger, cardamoms, and turmeric. The 
Lascars, having received three months 
wages in Calcutta, wanted to leave tlie ship, 
having six weeks to serve. They became 
sulky, and refused to work. The captain 
was lying ill in his cabin, but the Naooda 
explained to them that they must perform 
the voyage, to escape doing which there h 
no doubt they set fire to the ship. 

Boats from every vessel were sent to 
assist in extinguishing it, but in vain. The 
burning masts went overboard in the middle 
of the night, and the men succeeded in 
stranding the hull at the lloree Bunder, 
where the remains were sold for 8,000 rujiees 
by* the owner, Hadji Jussel NoorMahomed, a 
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SI uaScltnim| who Attributed the calamity to 
fate. He was not insured, and the authors, 
as usual, were never detected. Since that 
occurrence, the » Lowjee fumilv"’ of 1,000 
tons, lias met with si similar fate. 

1 had a great desire to see a Nautoh, but 
the season when these most frequently take 
place had passed, and my Par see friends 
could not give one, on account of a death in 
the family. 

One night, passing with a gentleman 
through the fort, we saw near one of the 
gates a house beautifully illuminated, and 
decorated with tinsel, and flowers. We 
stopped to look in, and finding nobody but 
» few servants and policemen, they asked us 
to cuter, sprinkled us with rose water out of 
u silver salver, presented us with flowers mid 
betd-nut, wrapped up in gold and pahndeufi 
They told us that a Nun tab would l*e held the 
nest evening to celebrate the marriage of a 
rich Hindoo’s son, when they would all return 
from their country-scat, and invited us to be 
present. This we did about ten o’clock the 
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following night, ami were politely received by 
the master of the house, who was surrounded 
on all sides with visitors. The walls were 
covered with mirrors and crimson velvet; 
the coiling was hung with brilliant chande¬ 
liers and wreaths of flowers that produced a 
charming effect, 

Jn the middle of the room two nautch girls, 
loaded with bungles and ornaments of solid 
gold, their hair bedecked with flowers, per¬ 
formed their native dance, singing at the 
same titne songs in rather a plaintive tone, 
which, from not understanding the words, 
appeared to me to be very monotonous. Flow¬ 
ers, betel-nut t and rose-water were brought 
round to us as before. "lYe saw some Hindoo 
ladies peeping from behind a screen, none but 
men being present at those dances, the ladies 
never bang allowed to grace such festivals 
with their presence. 

The mosquitoes hod committed such ra¬ 
vages upon my face and limbs that a. friend 
proposed to me ivfcw days’shooting-excursion 
in a country where there were none of these 
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plagues, and where we could have the loon of 
a bungalow belonging to a gentleman who 
resided in it only a few months in the year. 
I gladly accepted the offer, and started off 
in a bunder-bont, full of servants, provision, 
and bedding, fur “Sugagur." Having cros¬ 
sed the harbour, wo ascended the Pen river 
until it became as narrow as a canal, and 
landed in a swampy ground near a village. 

Our road lay across a paddy-field tor 
several miles, when we came to the foot of 
a steep high lull, covered with thick jungle 
and trees, having ascended which, we found 
ourselves suddenly at the entrance of the 
curious old Mahralta fortress now in ruins. 

It occupies the entire table-land of a hill 
about. 1,500 feet high, and nearly a mile in 
length, the three sides bring formed of a 
steep rocky precipice quite perpendicular, and 
as fiat as a wall, having at the bottom a 
thickly-wooded jungle almost impenetrable 
by man. 

A broad zigzag paved road, leading 
through a massive stone gate way, defended 
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bv turrets and embrasures for cannon form¬ 
ing the entrance, is the only accessible 
side of this stronghold, which cannot Ije 
approached from any other quarter. Can¬ 
non had in former times been placed at 


equal distances nil round the parapets, and 
old M ah rat tu gun-carriages, of simple form 
but very strong, were still to be seen at 
innnv of the embrasures. Heaps of old guns 
and shot were lying imbedded in the turf, 
anil also many sculptured Hindoo deities in 
good preservation. 

The table-Lind is covered with turf, and with 
many trees bearing a large handsome white 
flower, {minis, and tamarind-trees. There 
are several wells of good water and a few native 
huts which, with the bungalow of the collec¬ 
tor, and the one we resided in, were the only 
habitations in the place. The temperature 
here was very delightful, a strong breeze 
generally prevailing, and the mornings and 
evenings were quite cold. 

The view from the different sides of the 
fort is into a deep glen, having a besiutilul 
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green appearance, abounding in monkeys, 
Imres, peacocks, parrots, rjucii), and a variety 
of small birds; over tliom are constantly 
soaring in the air hundreds of kites anil 
vultures, the report of a gun amongst the 
rocks Tripling their number almost instan¬ 
taneously, a* they are disturbed in tlicir 
ijutet abode. The M chetnh," a specie of 
tiger, wild deer, wild hogs, and jungle fowl, 
are often met with in the adjacent country, 
where there is plenty of employment for the 
gun. 

At the extreme end of tire fort, about 
fifty yards From it, rises from the bottom of 
th* glen a pyramidal mound, terminating 
in a straight tapering rock, the top of which 
ends in a constricted neck which, gradually 
enlarging towards the summit, forms a knob, 
having exactly the appearance of the 11 Fetcr 
iSijf. ,h in the Isle of France. The height of 
this monolith, Including the mound from 
which it rises, cannot be less than 1,000 
feet, as it is nearly on a level with the fort. 
A vulture, perched on the summit, often 
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afforded me a good shot, and a piece of rock 
being thrown over the precipice into the 
jungle Mow, filled the nir with its winged 
inhabitants* We hired at a neighbouring 
village from forty to filly coolies, or beaters, 
at three anas a day each, to accompany us 
on our excursion, and two “ Shikarees,'’ or 
huntsmen, who have matchlocks, and know 
the country where to beat for game* 

Having proceeded a few miles, we arrived 
at a deep “nullah," which, during the rains, 
had been the bed of a torrent, but was now 
almost dry. Cotton-trees, und prickly pear- 
trees abounded here, and our coolies, each 
having a stick, ranged themselves in a line 
across the valley, beating the jungle as they 
advanced, and filling the air with their 
savage yells. We were stationed in advance 
at the outlets, through which anything they 
started must pass. The result of all this 
was that many hares, and a few deer, were 
started from their hiding-places, affording 
plenty of sport. 

A native standing dose to me, under a 
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very thick tree, called out ** mor,” “ mor, n 
which I did not understand, until a beau¬ 
tiful peacock, emerging- from the foliage 
close to me, took to flight; and, before 1 
was ready with my gun, was too far off for 
the dlarge to take effect. I was very sorry 
ns we did not meet with another chance. 
He fell in with jungle-fowl, quail, and a few 
other birds, but they were all very wild. 
About noon, we came to a holt under some 
high trees by the side of a spring of clear 
water. Our tiffin, which had been carried 
by the coolies, was spread on the turf, and, 
having sent the bcatera to their village to 
“ kflimna,” we took a siesta until they re¬ 
turned. 

At three o'clock, we started off again to 
try another district, and on entering the 
fort in the evening found about u dozen 
monkeys gambolling amongst the ruins, dose 
to our bungalow. Neither of our guns was 
loaded, and the animals scampered a wav. 

A - die tab' 1 was seen prowling about at 
night near the grounds, which compelled nil 
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the servants to sleep inside, and to shut the 
doors, instead of lying underneath the 
verandahs, as they usually did. During 
out five dap* stay, we rei>euted our excur¬ 
sions which, being in the heat ol the day, 
were very fatiguing; and, if we were nut 
constantly on the " qui viva” we missed 
many good shots, 1 lari's! were extremely 
plentiful, and afforded the best sport. AU 
this time, I completely escaped the mos- 
guito-nuisance, and returned to llombay 
very much pleased with, iny trip. 

Just before leaving India, T saw in the 
** Bombay Times*’ of the l*2t.h May, 184:9, 
an article headed “ Sngagur, or Mahabs- 
kshwar the Lesser,'' by W. 11. I 1 ,, the in¬ 
sertion of which 1 trust will not be con¬ 
sidered out of place here, 

“SagaUUR, OB MaHAU ALES U WAR TUB 

Lesser."—T his ocean fort (for such is the 
import of its name) lic-a about six miles, 
inland of Alibag. It h reached by ascend¬ 
ing a small ghaut, somewhat steep, but not 
of any Length. The altitude of the tort 
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may be computed in round numbers at 
IftoO feet, 'file* difference of climate be¬ 
tween it and the plain averages per Imps 
somewhere about ten degrees. There are 
many nice strolls about the place, and 
various points of interest in connection with 
ir;j grand and majestic scenery to attract 
and delight the observer. A comma tiding 
view of Poenar and Ptum, with the Na- 
gotnu river meandering between them, is 
obtained on the north and east sides. 

M The island of Caranjab seems dose at hand ^ 
on the extreme left, Bombay itself appear™ 
in the distance, and Malabar hill is discern" 
able also. The brother islands, Hen cry and 
Kentsry, lie on the bosom of (be ocean, like 
two plots of award, Tlcwerdmida and its 
river, running to Roha Ushtumec, is also 
well defined. Indeed every object, whether 
l»ilt or dale, sea or inland creek, presents 
itself to the eye of the beholder in clear and 
well-defined reality. Nature has thrown 
sonic heaps of rocks together in fantastic 
forms in some places, giving a picturesque 
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appearance to the pile exceedingly fanciful. 
Several sides of the old fort are awfully pre¬ 
cipitous, and make a large demand on the 
nervons system, when too closely approached. 

“ The undulating plains below, with their 
patches of cultivation, intersected by various 
rivulets, and dotted by clusters of villages 
extending in all directions to a considerable 
distance, stand in beautiful contrast with 
the surrounding hills, and the higher range 
of mountains behind them—well wooded, 
and presenting every shade of colour, form 
a scene of enchanting beauty, and give ones 
spirits a buoyancy never felt elsewhere. 

“ The spot is altogether a delightful one. 
The air is cool and balmy, and it certainly 
seems to be a matter of marvel, that, consi¬ 
dering its close proximity to Bombay f not 
more than 20 miles) i Sagagur ’ should he 
so little resorted to. There arc at present 
but two houses standing, but many others 
could be easily run up at a very trilling cost. 
To such of the denizens of the Presidency 
whose time, or purse, will not admit of a 
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visit to the greater, ‘ Mahabaleslittmr, the 
lesser,■ >r such it certainly deserves to be 
named—offers a very satis factory substitute, 
especially to the invalid. I know a fever 
case which instantly yielded to the genial 
influences of its bracing atmosphere. Fowls, 
milk, and eggs are to be had, and there is 
employment for the gun in abundance. 
Come to * Sagagur, 1 the Ocean Fort.” 
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CHAPTER X. 

fildet ftorailfty—G un^Qomfige Mumufiratfliy—C mien 

Screwing E*twl iliA!mii!iit—LE iittu s* - Lunatic A-du^t— 
EJaijil u/ Culabwii—Tim OliAorvatory— MnJfJiv r.Ant- 

A 3ncr®d V i 1 ingt —^aficty uiri Ysgabtinn—Wurfcff— 
Todfjy J-Iui-Cuh-^h- ny—MiUjiin Fmi —-Village of Sion— 
The Li i m*FUbr T i JIhum:—-HcxlLsi if tin 1 W tiaUfiy— i 
TImj Botanical GfifdtMiB—Htijjfl Hall—Jfu&gHi—Mac*# 
wOftli vinking—C&Yril uf Eli'^ilinnlik—EnlUTtalument givi-n 
by VLsciiiuat FUIklariiE—-Hue Ginrsrn«r*i BujiiuIot. 

The rides nround Bombay are varied and 
very agreeable: there are excellent roads 
leading to the different suburbs and villages 
all over the island. The mad to Colubab, 
which is a separate Island joined by a enuse- 
imy to Bombay, is studded with elegant bun* 
gaiows on each side. On the left is the gun* 
carriage inamifectory, a large establishment, 
where ad tile work is done by natives. They 
were making some very large carriages to 
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THOU tit the guns upon the fortifications of 
Allen; the forges, wheelwrights, carpenters, 
and smiths* departments are nil on a large 

scale, 

Not far from this spot is the extensive 
cotton-screwing establishment of the Coin hah 
Company. It occupies several large build¬ 
ings, iu some of which the cotton just landed 
from the patmmurs, is deposited. The pre¬ 
mises contain twenty-four screws on the 
ground-floor, each screw being worked with 
n capstan on the floor above it, bv forty 
naked coolies, who run about shouting, and 
yelling, with excess of mirth. 

The cotton is weighed in scales, 350 lbs. 
at a time. This is then drawn up to the 
second floor, and emptied into a broad sejuura 
iron funnel the sire of a hale, at the bottom 
of which is laid a piece ofsucking, Atu signal 
given, the capstan is worked, and the screw, 
acting with immense power, compresses 
the cotton into about half its original bulk, 
Ko|jc# are slipped underneath it to bind it 
at each end, and it is turned out a compact 
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square bale, which, being sewed und marked, 
is ready for shipment. Each screw turns 
out thirty-two bales a day j but, by paying 
the men extra wages, they can be increased 
to seventy. Steam, on account of the price 
of fuel being dearer Limn manual labour, 
would not answer so well. There is anot her 
cotton-screwing company, whose warehouses 
arc situated in the fort, in Murine Lane, but 
they arc not so extensive as those juHt 
described. 

Further on, you observe on the right, the 
Barracks for the European troops, with the 
Parade-ground [ and, beyond this, is the 
Lunatic Asylum, a small building, speaking 
well for the state of mind of so large a 
population. The native village, an assem¬ 
blage of wretched-looking mud hu ts covered 
with mats and palm-leaves, Isa little distance 
off. A few minutes walk brings you to the 
extreme end of the Island of Colabah, 
which terminates in the barial-groaud for 
Europeans, the sea bathing the rocks which 
form its boundary. Here there is no 
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green turf to refresh the 03 % but a brown, 
“rid, and rocky soil; added to this, the sul¬ 
len breaking of the waves all around, gives 
to the place a singularly dreaty and sepul¬ 
chral appearance: mur the gates of the 
burial-ground is the lighthouse. a fine p illar , 
on the top of which Isa fln gi foff to telegraph 
ships as soon as they are seen in the offing. 
The Observatory is also connected with 
the same building. From the top a fine 
view can Ire obtained of the harbour, fort, 
and surrounding country- lie turning from 
Colabuh, and cantering over the fine level 
sands of Back Buy, where sea-bathing can 
be conveniently had, you pass by (iirgaum, 
where the Hindoos burn their dead ou the 
sands. This always takes place in the even¬ 
ing, when the smoke may be seen afar off. 
Leaving the sands, you proceed along a road 
one side of which faces die sea, and the 
other is overhung by high cliffs covered 
with trees mid interspersed with bungalows, 
one of them being a sort of “pied <1 ttrre " 
for the Governor. 


168 


A ViHfAGE TO circs'A. 


The extreme end of this roud h called 
Malabar Point, on which is erected u ling' 
staff to communicate signals to the fort* 
Hare is the sacred village of 4t Wdkeshwur ,* 1 
which you cuter by a gateway, but are 
obliged to dismount and leave your horse 
outside. rmimnlH not being allowed to debit 
the place; everything is sacred; each tree h 
walled round at the lower part of the trunk* 
A steep paved road leads down to a large 
square tanl^ with flights of stone steps 
occupying the entire breadth of each side* 
and reaching down to the water* which was 
low and very green looking* 

A road extends all round the tank, on 
one side of which the houses are built, giv¬ 
ing the village the appearance of a large 
square surrounding a reservoir- Pagodas, 
temples, iind alters* meet the eye in every 
direction. In front of one pagoda was a 
large stone bull: another hod upwards of 
one hundred bells of oil sizes Lunging up 
over the entrance, and bundles of peacock's 
feathers* both as*jociated with Hindoo 


A VOYAGE TO CHINA. 


160 


worship. Tlie bells, from their irregularity 
m size ami shape, appear to be the gift of 
different persona. Faquccra were sitting 
about, and Brahmins, painted all over white, 
were in one temple. People of low caste 
ore not allowed to live here. On leaving 
the village, I saw four girls squatting down, 
beating time to some music of a harsh dis¬ 
cordant sound, produced by brass instru¬ 
ments. This place is stud to be a great 
curiosity, and well repays one for a visit. 

Eeturning from Malabar Point, you take 
the read to Breach Candy, u favourite drive 
amongst the residents of Bombay, The 
scenery here is very magnificent; on one side 
are dark rocks, over which the sea is con¬ 
tinually breaking; and, on the other, groves 
of cocoa- nut, bananas, and other tropical 
trees, overspreading the rood with their 
luxuriant foliage, form a delightful cool 
avenue, protected from the sun, and funned 
by the refreshing Beu-breeze. 

A few miles Further on, is the village of 
Worley from whence to Muhim, the road 
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lies through cocoa-nut groves, several miles 
in extent, having on each side the seats nf 
the wealthy' natives. I think this part is 
the most picturesque in the whole island, utid 
lie re early in the morning the natives cun be 
seen climbing by the aid of notches to the 
top of the (all palm*trees, armed with a 
sharp axe, with which they make an 
incision, and out gushes the toddy into a 
largo jar, the same process Wing repeated 
every day. This toddy must bu drunk 
soon after it is drawn, and then it is a very 
agreeable, innocent beverage; but, il allowed 
to stand several hours, it becomes add, and 
ferments; its properties then become in* 
toxicating. The toddy brought into the 
fort and retailed for a trifle, is not to be 
compared to drinking it fresh from the tree, 
'1 lie annual tax paid to government for each 
cocoa-nut tree in India is two rupees, by 
which means u great revenue is collected* 
The trees that yield toddy will not produce 
nats at the same time. 
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The road approaching tu Malum Is culled 
Ltitly Juinsofjec Jeejcobhoy’a road, several 
small pillars at dillcrcnt distances bearing 
tliat inscription. This leads to the cause¬ 
way constructed at great cost, to join the 
island of Ikimbay to the island of .Sulselte, 
separated from each other by an arm of 
tJie sea, not navigable. The causeway, 
continuous with the main road, is nearly a 
mile long, and is of immense benefit to the 
population. At the entrance, a stone mo¬ 
nument, with a suitable inscription in 
English and HiuJustance, records the muni¬ 
ficence of Sir Jamsetjee JeejecLhoy, at 
whose expense it was constructed. Mtiiiim 
Fort, built by the Portuguese, is wushud 
by an arm of the sea, ami is now dis¬ 
mantled, being left in the charge of an old 
sergeant, who lias long been the sole 
resident. 

The Mulls and parapets are in pretty 
good condition; from them a good view 
can be obtained of the surrounding country. 
At the sergeant’s house, which has iu trout 
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a neat garden, oysters are to be had, the 
shells of which are bo thick and rugged, 
that they look more like pieces of rock, and 
require breaking with a hammer. The 
contents are very good, and picnic parties 
to eat oysters at Maliim Fort are not unfre¬ 
quent. 

Invalids often stay a few weeks in 
apartments in the sergeant's house, to enjoy 
the pure air of the country. Unluckily 
for me the sergeant was absent, so that I 
could not gather much information about 
the history of the fort; but my guide 
pointed out to me a large vaulted room, 
now used as a store, where formerly a num¬ 
ber of prisoners wore confined, and left to 
die, their remains heing found by accident 
a long time afterwards. A few pat t a mars 
und fishing-boots come up to Muhim, 
which forms the extreme end of the 
island with Sion, distant about two miles, 
by a bridle road across paddy-fields. 

At Sion, a causeway, simi lar to the one 
at Malum, unites Bombay to Subsette, this 
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being the direct road from the fort Across 
the bland. Sion village and fort appear 
to have been once of some consequence, 
judging from the ruins of a fine Portuguese 
church, and other old buildings; but they 
are now seldom visited. The distance from 
Bombay to Sul sett e is nine miles. On your 
ret urn, you pass through the village of 
Matoonga, where a fine tank, with a Hindoo 
temple opposite, arrest the attention. I 
alighted, nnd was allowed to look in and 
inspect the temple, which was filled with 
triple-headed idols, bulls, and other objects 
of Pagan worship, a few pice rewarding 
the man, who followed me to the road 
with salanms until 1 was out uf sight. 

The road from Matoonga passes at the 
back of Pure! House, the sent of the gover¬ 
nor, about five miles from the fort. A 
large reservoir of water separates it from the 
matti road, the thick trees almost screen¬ 
ing the house from view. Another road 
leads to the entrance gates, where A long 
avenue, planted on each side with lofty trees, 
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brings you in front of the residence, which 
is surrounded with garden-grounds; a guard 
of sepoy& is stationed opposite. The 
house has it comfortable appearance, but is 
not otherwise striking. 

Of the inferior, I shall have a few words 
to my hereafter. From Pare!, the mad cori- 
finnos fo IlyculJah, studded on each side 
with the scats of the wealthy English and 
native gentlemen; amongst the latter. Low- 
jee castle, and Lid Ullug one the most rotnatfc- 
nble. ,h Lull-Bog" moaning litd G fir den t 
froni the quantity of red paint used to deco* 
rate the walls, is the seat of the rich Pur see 
merchant, Dade hoy Pestonjee, who invited 
me to corne and ace ths mansion. He took me 
nil fiver the house, which is Yeiy large and de- 
ligbtfhlly €ooI + with a most extensive view on 
all sides. 1 he drawing and sitting-rooms arc 
all iurni&hed after die English fashion, with 
a great profusion of ornaments, shelly and 
curiosities^ almost giving them (he o^pet 
oi a museum. Pairs ted wooden aoldien?* in 
English uniforms, as large os life, are standing 
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up at the end of tlitj verandahs, and on each 
side of the hull, which at drst sight rather 
startled me. 

The grounds behind are extensive, con¬ 
taining many neat, cottages for the depend¬ 
ants, and shaded with thickly-planted trees 
and creepers forming different walks entirely 
screened from the rays of the sun. The 
[lower-garden in front of the house is pret¬ 
tily laid out, with large porcelain vases contain* 
ing choice flowers, and parterres, with gravel- 
walks between. The Lull-Hag mangoes are 
celebrated as the finest In the island. 1 was 
not nsked to take any refreshment, which 
after a five miles 1 drive in the snn would 
Imve been acceptable, and 1 had almost a 
mind to turn the conversation upon man¬ 
goes. This did not give me a high opinion 
of oriental hospitality, which among our 
country men in the East is so leading a fea¬ 
ture, that the Parsecs, who imitate us in most 
things, would do well to include the practice 
of it towards their English visitors. 

From Lull-Bug, u rood to the left takes 
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you to the Botanical Gardens, iyhich from not 
knowing the name the natives call them by, I 
had some difficulty in finding out. They 
are in the direction of Ma^ugun,and are open 
all day to visitors. The grounds which 
are extensive, are kept in first-rate order, 
and contain all sorts of plants, flowers, ami 
trees in great perfection, offering to the bo¬ 
tanist at one view all the varied productions 
of the East, Everything wna fresh and 
verdant, hut the fragrance of English flowers 
was wanting, those of the East having 
scarcely any odour. Leaving the Gardens, 

I passed on the right, the seat of the I'arsec 
Knight, ami on the left, Hope Hall, a large 
hind of hotel, or rut her boarding-house, for 
the accommodation of families, or individuals 
visiting Bombay, the only place, besides the 
British hotel, where they can reside. 

Mozagon is famous for producing the 
best mangoes. The native town is in a most 
filthy state; beyond it are many pretty bun¬ 
galows surrounded with gardens. A large 
portion of the natives live by fishing. 
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The Mazagou fishing-boats arc very fast 
sailers, and recently a yacht, the 11 Wave," 
Jias been built after their model, with which 
no fore-and-aft rigged vessel in the Bombay 
Yucht Club can compete. 

I visited a fine Portuguese church of which 
there are several in the island. They are 
adorned in a peculiarly light and gaudy 
style, and have no pews, the people kneeling 
down on the ground against chairs. The 
Portuguese are a numerous class, mostly 
descended from the original conquerors of 
these parts, and from Goa. They are quite 
as dark as the Hindoos, but are cosily dis¬ 
tinguished by their features, and European 
d rcss. 11 os t of them are clerks in mcrchan ts' 
or public offices, medical dispensers, and but¬ 
lers. Many of them return annually to Goa, 
where their families reside. 

The dockyard and offices of the Peninsu¬ 
lar and Oriental Steam Navigation Company 
ore at Mmngon. The docks will admit the 
largest steamers to undergo rqiaim, flfC. Ex¬ 
tensive warehouses for the reception of mer- 
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chandizc, and the company 1 * stores n re erected 
hero, the steamers lying offthem during their 
stay in the harbour. From Maaagott, passing 
through a number of dirty, narrow streets, 
you come to the extreme end of the esplanade, 
pass by the Sepoy hues, and arrive at the fort. 

I haw thus given an account of the whole 
island of Bombay, beginning at Colabah 
winch is the first suburb on the right of the 
fort, and gradually drawing round to the 
• ipposite side of the island, and back to Ma- 
zugoii on the left side of the fort. The most 
interesting places within an cosy distance of 
Bombay, winch every stranger should visit, 
are flora Bunder, and the ruins of Bassein, 
the cave temples of Can ora, in the island of 
Salsette, and the caves of Eh pliant a. in the 
island of the seine mime. The trip to Bus- 
sein. vid Cura Bunder, can lie performed in 
n bunder-boat in two days, there and I jack ; 
that to the Canaru eaves in one or two days, 
including n visit to Tannaii, the capital of 
Northern Con cun, a very pretty town. 

1 visited these places ns I returned from 
the Deccan, when an account of them wit! 
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be given* I frequently went to Ehjphafilu 
which is only an hoars’ ssul from the New 
Uundcr, nml the favorite resort of pie-mo 
pjirtios. Elephants, cal led by the natives 
Gara-pori, is sewn miles from Rom buy, and 
five miles from the Muhmttu shore. It is 
six miles in circumference, and is composed 
oi two hills, with a vulley between. Of 
this island, and its curiosities, Grose, who 
visited them, gives the following account :■— 
** It consists of nil hill, at the foot of 
which as you land, you see just above the 
shore on your right, »n elephant, coarsely 
cut out in stone, of the natural bigness, and 
ut some little distance, not impossible to be 
taken for a real elephant, from the stone 
being naturally of the colour of that beast. 
It stands on a platform of stones of the 
same colour. Ou the back of lids elephant 
"us placed, stutiding, another young one 
appearing to have been ull uf the same stone, 
hut has been long broken down. Of the 
meaning or history of this image, there Is 
no tradition old enough to give an v 
account. 
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u Returning then to the foot of the hill, 
you ascend an easy slant, which idwul half¬ 
way up the hill brings you to the owning 
or portal of a large cavern, hewn out of 11 
solid rock, into a magnificent temple; Jbr 
such surely it may be termed, considering 
the immense workmanship of such an 
excavation, and seems to me a fur more 
bold attempt tlian that of the pyramids 
of Egypt, 

“ There is a fair entrance into this subter¬ 
raneous temple, which is an oblong square, 
in length about 135 feet by 120 broad. 
The roof is nothing but the root cut flat 
at top, and in which I could not discern 
anything that did not show it to be all of 
one piece. It is about eighteen feet high, 
and supported towards the middle at 
equl-distance from the sides, nnd from one 
another, with three rows of pillars of a 
singular order, seven in each row. Just 
lacing the entrance arc two rows of four 
pilasters each: many of these are broken 
and defaced. They are very massive, short 




A VOTAGE TO CHINA- 


181 


in proportion to their thickness, and their 
capital Irt'ui-H some resemblance to a round 
cushion pressed by the superincumbent mouu- 
taiu, with which they arc also one piece* 

“ At the farther end of this temple is a gi¬ 
gantic three-headed figure, seventeen feet 
high* the face of one of them being five feet 
in length, nnd of n proportionable breadth. 
They represent the Hindoo Trimurti, or 
Trinity of “Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva,” 
The face on the right hand to the entrance 
is Shiva, holding a cobra di capelin; in the 
middle, is Brahma having round his neck a 
necklace of round stonesthe figure on the 
left has fine ringlets; he holds a lotus. The 
three-headed god lias on cadi side gigantic 
statues, reaching from the ground almost to 
die roof, well executed und in tolerable pre¬ 
servation : the elaborate alto-relievos carved 
on the walk of the solid rock near them, 
in which are mixed groups of men and wo¬ 
men, elephants, und all sorts of things, have 
been much mutilated, 

“ All this had continued in a pretty good 
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state of preservation and wholeness* consid¬ 
ering tliG remoteness of their antiquity, until 
the arrival of the Portuguese* who made 
themselves masters of the place; and, in the 
blind fury of their bigotry, not suffering any 
idols but their own, they must have Lean at 
some pains to maim and deface them as they 
now remain, considering the hardness of the 
sfone. Tt is said they even: brought field - 
pieces to the demolition of images, which so 
greatly deserved to be spared for the un¬ 
equalled curiosity of them. Of this, t^uecn 
Catherine ofPortugal waa, it seems, so sen- 
sible, that she could cot conceive that any 
traveller would return from that side uf 
India without visiting the wonders of this 
caw m, of which the sight appeared tome to 
exceed nil the descriptions l had heard of 
them. 

About tWD-tturdfl of the way up this 
temple on each side, and fronting each other, 
are two doors, or outlet^ into smaller grot¬ 
toes, or excavations, and freely open to the 
air* Near and about the doorivn)^ on the 
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right Iuuul, lire governt iautiluii.nl images, 
single and in groups. In one of the last, 1 
remarked u kind of rescind dunce to the story 
of Solomon dividing t lie child, there s tanding 
a figure with u drawn sword, holding in 
one hand an infant with tlie head downwards, 
which it appears in the act to cleft through 
th. middle. 

M The outlet of the other, on the left hand, 
is into an urea of about twenty feet In length, 
and twelve in breadth; ut the upper cud of 
which, as you turn to the right, presents it* 
self a colonnade covered nt top, of tea or 
twelve feet deep, and in length answering 
to the breadth of the area; this joins to an 
apartment of the most regular architecture 
and oblong square, with a door in perfect 
symmetry; and the whole executed in quite 
a contrary taste and manner from any of 
the oldest or best Gctitoo buildings any where 
extant. 1 took particular notice of some 
paintings round the cornice*, not for any¬ 
thing curious iu the designs, but for the 
beauty and freshness of tlie colouring, 
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which must have lasted some thousands of 
years, on supposing it, as there is nil reason 
to suppose it, contemporary with the building 
itself. The floor of the apartment is gene- 
rally full of water; its pavement a ground- 
wort, not permitting it to be drawn off, or 
soaked up,” 

Near the middle of the right-hand side of 
the main cave is a square apartment, with 
an opening on each side reached by as¬ 
cending six steps. On each side of the steps 
at each opening stands n colossal ligure of 
some god, about lift ecu feet high. In the 
middle stands a plain stone erection called 
a Deghop, often met with in these temples, 
on which the native women perform some 
superstitious rites to avoid sterility, during 
certain festivals, when thousands of them 
flock to the caves, and live hi them for 
several days, 

Still further to the right, is the entrance 
fo a subterraneous imssagc, with deep clear 
water A friend of mine, prompted by 
curiosity, once swam some hundred feet 


A VuVAGE TO CHINA* 


185 


up this passage with ti lighted cnndlc, but 
could not see the end of the excavation. 
Si lakes and other reptiles are often met 
with in some of these dark recesses* Even 
the cavern itself fs not visitable after the 
rains, until the ground has had time to dry 
into competent hardness, Difterent writers, 
according to their general notions on the 
subject of Indian antiquities, have adopted 
very different opinions relative to tile age of 
this magnificent excavation; some referring 
it to the most remote age,'—others attribut¬ 
ing it to a much more recent period* Colonel 
Tod considers that the noblest remains of 
sacred architecture, throughout Western 
India, ore of Boodh, or Jain origin, and 
assigns to the first temple of Dwarka, now 
sacred to Krishna, an antiquity af 1,200 
years before Christ. 

For a full descript i on and ' views of 
these celebrated caves of lilephunto, see au 
account of them by Mr.Erakine, in the Trans¬ 
actions of the Bombay Literary Society, 
vol. 1; Basil Hall’s “Fragments of Travel;” 
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Grant DolTs “History of the Mnhrntfag;'’ 
Mr. Wfsfttirg drawings taken on the spot 
; Niebuhr’s drawings;“BirtVs Caves of 
Western India;” Captain Grindlay*s work 
on Western India;" “ Saturday Magazine, 
No. .13, supplement April 1833 (ft very full 
account). 

Tilt; Governor, Viscount Falkland, pre- 
viuusly to Lis departure for the Hills during 
the hot season, gave a public breakfast nt 
Pare], several others generally taking plan! 
throughout the year. Notice is given in 
the Gazette, and visitors Intending to bo pre¬ 
sent, musft send in their names to the aid* 
de-camp, or town major. Parol house, origi¬ 
nally a Portuguese convent, is surrounded 
by grounds not unlike an English pnrk- 
Thc chapel of former times has been made 
a vast dining-ronm ; the chancel, a billiard- 
room, a desecration to which time has recon¬ 
ciled the musters of the dwelling. Above 
this transformed church, a suite of drawing 
rooms has been built, opening into lofty 
Btotic corridors. The windows command a 
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tine view of flic Khandalla hills in the dis¬ 
tune?. 

In the hall were drawn up on each side, a 
row of the governors body guard, with their 
glittering uniforms of silver and light blue. 
'I he numerous guests were introduced by uu 
nid-de-mtnp into the drawing-room, when, 
at ten o’clock, hrcah&st being announced, 
every pewou following the governor into the 
dining-room, tool: his seat at u table of great 
length, over which ft punkah is suspended. 

The governor was in plain clothes, and 
took his station at the middle of tin; table, 
between the bishop and judge. I happened 
by chance to take a seat just opposite 
to him, of which i was not aware until 1 
Imd asked uiy neighbour where the gover¬ 
nor was, not dreaming of his immediate 
proxiinity. Almost all the visitors, in num■ 
her about one hundred and forty, were either 
in civil or military uniforms, principally of 
the Company’s service, the great variety 
of which had a pleasing effect. Fish, curry, 
chops, fowls, oranges, bananas, pine-apples. 


A VOYAGE TO CHIXA. 


1R& 

with tea and coffee, were served up by the 
attendants who wait behind each person's 
chair, ami art nearly all Parsees, 

There was att absence of all ceremonious 
stiffness, conversation being carried on 
with vivacity until the repast wa* ended, 
when everybody rose and re-entered the 
drawing room. The Governor, whose affa¬ 
bility and easy manner, were most striking, 
conversed freely with the different groups 
who, gradually withdrawing, entered their 
carriages, cabs, or s hi grama, as they drew 
up in their turn to the steps, and soon 
left Pare! house to its usual tjuict retire¬ 
ment, The governor having reviewed the 
garrison a few days after on the esplanade, 
where, mounted on an Arab charger, in his 
full dress uniform of blue and silver, he ap¬ 
peared to great advantage, departed with Mi 
suite, for Mahnbideshwar, amidst salutes of 
cannon from the batteries. 


* ApfHindii, A nliiy in the flcvEniot'i Imum. 
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CHAPTER XL 


"7 l& TraTplIw’a Bimgifew*—Mit.™ 

!hnphy The Fknwfilt Ifi u-r—Popart cm.- fur OiiMifc— 
^nrnr F «*-TIM Tm of ParW-ttcnnui^ theDmd^ 
IIlit* of tflL' Native — Huute t>» K.ndalUli—Carnrii] m 
tte W-AfriviJ at Kniisoleo—Tbo Dinmuk^ 
“™ < lf T^LifEoJ^t:?—S cvmnry of tli* G haau^Fjiu of 
* L ® ltor ‘Kwnt—Rosntiful ^qnrin?—Tim ToU^Uoetw 
"7™ uttp% t!n t Pan**—A*«nl of tho Khaim.—Has- 
niucrnt V«W—-Arrival at Kundalkli^TUIl tuthtltaaw 
--W Chaim— Uonnnhiikt to .Jol.n Otmhutn, E»ij l ,— 
Villagfl uf K;itli—Uit! Fwti OUmpoor and Ukumrlw- 
Boa uiiful Cav*—Twoplu ofKnrli - tVari^uiiU'—T sj llira wu 
— Pftvhm, 


Btiug anxious during my limited stay in 
Indio, to sec something of ihe interior of 
rho country, and the cave temple of Karli in 
rJjt! ii haute, I determined on a journey to 
I ooim on horseback, returning by way of 
Lull sun, I annah, Basscln, and the cuvoa of 
t anum. I could not speak a word of 
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llindostanee, nor Mahrftttn, more useful still, 
and mj T youra wallah, who wus t u accompany 
me on foot, ns is the custom, did not spoilt, 
or understand, a word of English, signs 
being the only mode I had of com muni oiling 
with him. 

] placed my chief dependence on the 
traveller’s bungalows, erected by government 
at equal distances along the main road, 
where a butler in charge provides refresh¬ 
ments, beds, and speaks a little English 
Tins inode of travelling presented some 
difficulties which I might have avoided, 
by diking the steamer from Bombay to 
Piuiwell, and there the mail phaeton that 
reaches Poona in a day without stopping at 
Kali, The rapid travelling, the principal 
part durlug the night, would not answer 
my purpose, as the scenery in the Ghauts, 
the 1 mbits of the people, and the objects ol 
interest on the road, must be lost sight ot. 

1 therefore engaged a lurge Maangon 
dinghy to take myself, horse, and goimiwal¬ 
lah to Pun well, the principal piece at 
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intercourse between Bombay am! the Mali, 
mttu shore, the distance, embarking at low 
water being generally performed in from 
four to six hours. 

I left the Bonce Bunder nt nearly half 
but>d, which delay caused me to make a long 
passage, tile tide having run down so much 
when we arrived in the Pnnweli river, that 
we could not proceed, and were forced to an¬ 
chor until the flood. This was rather an awk¬ 
ward beginning, as it prevented me from 
seeing much of the river and town of Pan- 
Well, night soon coming on, At the entrance 
of the Oaudeh, or Pan well river, fSekpuor 
is on the north, and Wbdwn is on the south 
hank. On each side are the remuins of a small 
fort in ruins: a few natives in canoes each 
cut out of a single tree, propelled by pad¬ 
dles, passed up and down, and my boatmen 
having had their kaunua, lighted their hub¬ 
ble-bubble, a common sort of hookah, out 
«1 which they all drew a few winds m their 
turn, seldom being without it. 

At nine, we weighed, and, there being very 
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little wiud, pulled up the river, A large 
bunder-bout brilliantly lighted inside, and 
filled with Parsecs, impelled by a great many 
rowers, having die loot of a pleasure party, 
passed up, and soon after the dally steamer 
from Bombay. We arrived at the Pan well 
llunder at eleven. It was quite dark; crowds 
of natives lined the quay, and the tide not 
having risen enough to make the boat ap¬ 
proach close to the landing steps, I had 
great difficulty in getting the horse on shore, 
and, as to making any body understand that 
I wan ted a couple of planks to lay down 
from the boat to the steps, that was quite 
out of the question. 

The darkness prevented me from seeing 
anything of Pan well, hut the travellers bun¬ 
galow, where I had tea, and, having procured 
a coolie to carry my baggage, which lie does 
on his head, at a very moderate charge Used 
by law, I started in the dead of the night, 
for Chouk, the nest suit ton, distant twelve 
miles, where we arrived before sunrise. 

The traveller’s bungalow is on an etui' 
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oem;B a little way from the road. I went 
tu bed without mosquitoe-c nr tains, which 
are not required here, and got up to 
breakfast with a good appetite j otherwise, I 
should have found more fault with the fare, 
consisting in nothing but 11 sudden death,” 
which means a young chicken about a month 
old, caught, killed, and grilled, at the 
shortest notice, the most common dish in 
India; bread that comes all the way from 
Poona, and ao hard that I could scarcely 
bite it, bod tea, with brown sugar In a 
tumbler with a mustard spoon; all this want 
of comfort Is owing to many people passing 
through Chouk without stopping, which pro- 
Ftmts any stock of things from being kept 
The prjee of all the meals and articles 
supplied is specified on a paper hung up In 
uimh room, and in paid to ihe landlord, who 
fiirms the entire line, and keeps a butler at 
each, the rupee a day, which each travel' 
lor is charged for the use of the room, goes 
to government, at whose expense these 
places were built, and are kept up. None 
von r, K 


194 


A VOYAGE TO CHINA. 


but gentlemen anti tlioir families can use 
these apartments, and no person can stay 
longer than three days in each, unless they 
ure not required by fresh comers. Every¬ 
body must inscribe his name mid rant in a 
book, ami thqreis another book for complaints, 
Chouk is a lurge populous village, having 
but one European resident, a sergeant of 
roads. A hot wind was blowing all day, 
but, towards sunset, I sallied out with the 
butler to see the bazaar, and environs. 
Three miles from hence stands the old lull 
fort of Furbul, now dismantled. The dark 
granite rock has exactly the appearance, in 
the distance, of an old castle perched on 
the top of a hill; a tank containing water is 
still there. Crossing a sort of common, we 
saw a number of detonhed stones painted 
red, a sign of their having been recently 
worshipped. On this ground, the dead are 
burned, by those who can afford to buy the 
fuel, which is considered by far the most 
respectful. Water-pots, dec., are placed 
over the spot where poor people are buried. 
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In the hiizanr a crowd of females were sitting 
around two others. One of these was having 
fitted on, and tiled to the size of her toes, 
two thick white metal rings for each foot, 
worn only hy married women. Returning 
through the village, I entered o guard -house, 
where lived with their families she men of the 
Ghaut light Infantry, » local corps of native 
troops, a kind of gendarmerie. Near this 
was a Parsec retailer of spirits and liquors. 

T tasted several kinds, which were vety 
strong but disagreeable, and left them for 
the butler to drink, of which I had some 
reason to repent, as they flew to Ids head 
and disposed him to be rather quarrelsome 
before I left. 

The huts of the natives are constructed of 
mud, or straw, with cowdung floors. Many 
of these poor people live by making pottery 
which is seen drying in the sun alt round 
their habitations. The butler brought me 
the head of a tiger he had shot a week 
before, which he found crouching against 
the wall of the bungalow. With a hammer 
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ond chisel, I tried to extract the two large 
tusks, but could not succeed, from their being 
so deeply rooted. He would be paid twenty- 
five rupees by (lie government on taking the 
bead to the prosier authorities. 

From Chouk to Kundalla, the next station, 
is eighteen miles, passing through Kupodee 
at the foot of the Ghauts, which you should 
reach early, to ascend these mountains 
before sunrise. I left Chouk at two in the 
morning, and on the road, passed innumera¬ 
ble quantities of pack-bullocks with bells 
round their necks, each carrying two hags of 
rice, grain, or different produce from the 
interior to Pan we] 1. The troop is generally 
preceded by a Brahminy bull, his horns 
painted rod, and otherwise ornamented, 
having no load. After these, come long 
strings of light carts, with wheels of solid 
wood, drawn by a single bullock, the driver 
sitting on the shafts. Each cart is loaded 
with two bales of cotton, on which the wif« 
of the driver is often seen reclining. All 
these created an intolerable dust, that 
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was only escaped from, to lie again met 
with. Occasionally, I found these caravans 
bivouacking by the side of the road. 

The bullocks were token out to graze 
and water, the bales of cotton were piled up 
in rows, and all the people on the ground, 
were either asleep or at their meals. The 
tinkling of so many bells, and the howling 
of the juckalls in the jungle, have n dismal 
effect in a tiark night, when suddenly the 
shrill horn of the mail phaeton passing by 
at a rapid pace, aroused me from my 
reverie. 

I noticed that all the huts along the road 
have n Limp burning during the night, and 
ninny of the natives sleep outside their 
houses on low bedsteads, or rather it 
wooden frame covered with coarse rope net 
work, about a foot from the ground, made 
by themselveB. 

I reached Kapoolec at live, and was most 
agreeably surprised to find a man ask me if 1 
would take mutton-chops and hot coffee lor 
breakfast, to which I gladly acceded. He 
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conducted me to the DhurmaoJa, a building 
found in every village In India, erected by 
some pious Hindoos as a resting-place for 
travellers, and large in proportion to the 
traffic of' the place. This one contains 
several apartments, one of which is kept 
cleaner than the others, and water, towel, 
and chair being soon brought me, I was 
able to get rid of some of the night's dust, 
when I saw spread out on the ground my 
unexpected breakfast, of hot mutton-chops, 
coffee, and a substitute for bread, not unlike 
thick pancakes. 

Herds of buffaloes were grating nil round 
the Dhurmsaln, and i was much amused 
by seeing the crows perching on their backs 
as thick as they could stand from one on 
each horn down to the tail, without the animals 
taking the least notice of the intruders; I 
counted from twelve to fifteen crows on 
several. As soon as one flew away, another 
settled in its place. 

Kapoolcc is situated in a level plain at 
the very foot of the Ghauts, by which it i* 
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almost encircled* the sleep sides of the 
mountain appearing almost perpendicular. 
Their general aspect about this spot is arid, 
without much vegetation, which improves M 
you advance further. 

The piss of the Bor Ghaut is the most 
celebrated in India both for the ln^auty of 
its scenery and the advantages it confers. 
It extends from Knpoolcc at the foot p to 
Khnndalb at the top of the G limits, a 
distance of six miles, by a fine military 
road T cut zigzag through the rocks, which 
were bias led with gunpowder, and form o n 
each side a high precipitous natural wall* 
covered with the holes that were bored 
fur the insertion of gunpowder. This pass, 
which was formerly a mere path of difficult 
access, was constructed at & great expense 
by government* and is the high-road of 
coinmo u ieation from the Deccan to the 
«cxi'£Diud 1 invaluable both for commercial 
and military purposes. 

A little distance from Kupootce* on the 
left*almost hidden amongst thick marigix- 
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trees, La a beautiful tank find pagoda; 
from the latter a little naked boy darted out, 
and, running up with many &ulaams, presen¬ 
ted me with a bouquet of flowers, litre 
tho ascent begins, and dismounting I 
performed the whole of it on foot. As I 
advanced, the view of the sun rising over 
the distant mountains was extremely grand 
and picturesque. The atmosphere was 
dear, and the air cool and invigorating. 
Flights of parrots, the chirping of countless 
birds, the noise of guanos, lizards and snakes 
gliding through the grass or along the rocks, 
formed, with the tinkling of the bells around 
the necks of the pack-bullocks, ojid the songs 
of the native drivers, echoing amongst the 
rocks, a scene of most delightful novelty, 
well repaying me for the trouble of reaching 
it. 

About half-way up arc a few huts, and 
above them a strong stone bridge of two 
small arches crosses a deep nullah. During 
the raids, the bed of a vast torrent, but 
now only a thin stream of pure water, 
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trickk-s down from rock to rock, the jungle 
on cucii side soon concealing its course from 
tliir view. I saw a group of natives, who 
ottered me some toddy, which I supposed 
could not be frail, as there were no cocoa- 
nut tree* near, but at Just I Was made to 
understand that it came from a small tree 
close by, called the Mam tree, which was 
pointed out to me: T drank some, but did 
not like it so well as the genuine article J 
had been accustomed to. 

Two-thirds of the way up, on the left¬ 
side of the road, i 9 the e/w&r, or toll-col¬ 
lector’s house, a toll being paid by every¬ 
body passing through. This separates the 
Cancan from the Deccan. The road here 
is crowded with bullock-carts and natives, 
all waiting to pay the dues, Most of them 
were armed with a Hrwat, or Muhrtttn 
sword, or a strong spear, to protect them¬ 
selves against wild beasts and robbers, 
during their long journey from Hyderabad, 
or other parts, from whence the produce Is 
brought. An intelligent Parsec, who speaks 
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English, with a few sepoys, collects the 
revenue, being constantly occupied night 
and day. I sate down, and had half-tin- 
hour’s conversation with him, obtaining in* 
formation on many points I required. 

The toll for a palanquin is one rupee— 
carriage, one ruptc^—buffalo, half-anas—• 
Lullock-cart, with two wheels, half-anas— 
horse, one arms. Palanquins are to Imi had 
at the beginning of the Pass, and, ns l was 
toiling up the mountain, one went by me 
with its lazy inmate at a quick pace. The 
road beyond the toll is legs steep, and w inds 
along the edge of a deep, broad gully, 
covered with jungle, wild fig-trees, hearing 
a very tasteless fruit, a sweet-scented white 
flower, like jasmine, and many others I had 
not time to examine- On the other side, 
which is overhung by high rocks, arc several 
low caves, extending underneath to some 
distance, that do not appear to have been 
made any use of. 

Having at length arrived at the summit 
of the Ghaut, and fairly entered on the table 
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land oi the Deccan, the view in every dircc* 
tion was magnificent. Chains of moimtoini 
towering one above tha other, formed the 
entire InndscajH^ Ihe change of climate on 
reaching this elevation, several thousand 
feet above the plains of the Cancan, I had 
left but a few hours before., was quite exhi- 
lamtsng; but the sun, sending down his 14^ 
with great power, reminded me of its being 
time to avoid them, and I reached Khan- 
daJla by ten o'clock, having been three hours 
in tu aking the ascent. 

Khan dut la is a place of some conseej lienee, 
and also of resort for latuilies wishing to 
enjoy the scenery of the Ghauts; Sir Jam- 
eeljee Jeejeebhoy, and several others have a 
seat there, and bungalows can be hired by 
those who wish to make anv stav* 

The traveller's bungalow is also much 
larger and better than that at any of the 
other stations, as most people remain a day 
or two amongst these unrivalled lulls. The 
native iHiurmsalu Is built like barracks, and 
would contain more than a thousand people* 
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-with room for their cuttle in the middle. 
Near this is a large tank of fine clear water, 
supplied from springs, very deep in some 
parts where there arc weeds under the sin* 
face, I bathed in it, and found my feet 
touching these weeds which made me regain 
the steps j and, on returning to the bunga¬ 
low, was told that every year some recruits 
bathing in it on march, are drowned from 
getting entangled with these weeds. 

Strolling about the bazaar, l bought some 
fruit, and for the first time saw cowries used 
for money, some being given to me lor 
change. A man ottered me for a lew alias 
some monster beans, a yard long, found in 
the neighbouring forests. I nearly turned 
him away, not knowing at the time that tiny 
were considered a great curiosity, a snutf- 
box being made out of each seed, tv Inch is 
bard and polished like mahogany, 

A quarter of u mile from the bungalow is 
one of the principal views for which Khun- 
dalla is so famous. The hills, ns far aS 
eye can reach, seem cleft asunder leaving 
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between the two n deep wide chasm, the 
sides of which are quite perpendicular, and 
covered from top to bottom with the thickest 
jungle of a bright green hue. Standing on 
the edge of the precipice, I threw several 
large stones down the side, and could hear 
the sudden rushing of animals disturbed by 
the noise from their in accessible retreat. 

This chasm extends many miles iu a 
straight direction, widening gradually from 
a tew hundred, yards to us many thousand, 
and is evidently the result of some great con¬ 
vulsion of nature. Two European soldiers 
unce ventured dawn to the bottom, hut 
could not get back, and were nearly starved 
to death, when means were taken to rescue 
them from their dangerous predicament. 

Ilcturning to the bungalow, 1 saw on an 
isolated piece of ground an obelisk, with a 
suitable epitaph, erected to the memory of 
John Graham, Esq,, Dcputy-l’ostnuuter- 
Gcneral of Uornhay, who died in 1889, at 
the age of thi rty-four years. The monument, 
from its solitary position in the midst of 
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such romantic scenery, bad a moat striking 1 

effect* 

Having slept at KhnntMla, I left it with 
regret the next morning at five for Kuril, 
seven miles further, which i reached by 
seven, in time for breakfast, Kuril is a very 
small village, celebrated for the splendid 
cave temple situated a mile from it. Id 
front, the bill forts of Eaapoor ami Loiwgurh 
rise majestically abuve the surrounding sce¬ 
nery, and, although dUUcult of ascent, are 
well worth visiting, l was prevented by 
the excessive heat from attempting it, but 
the butler, a very' intelligent man, who hud 
served in the army during the last Mahrattu 
w:ir, informed me that Esupoor is now 
dismantled, and Lohagurh is still kept up 
with a garrison of twelve sepoys, and a ha* 
vildar, the guns being mounted as before. 
This fort belonged to a Sirdar of the Peishwa, 
who had in it 3000 sepoys. 

After the taking of Poona, in 18 IB, a 
division of the British army appeared lietora 
it. The Sirdar fired two guns, and a third 
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burst whilst the man was looking to see 
if it wus loaded; the Sirdar then ran away, 
and abandoned to the British a place almost 
impregnable, and not unlike Gibraltar in 
height and appearance. 

Near the traveller's bungalow is a large 
brick building for the Accommodation of sol¬ 
diers, when on march; it will hold about 
three hundred. I took a guide to conduct 
me to the cave. The road lay across paddy- 
fields until you arrive at a tank at the foot 
of a chain of Ghauts, which completely en¬ 
circle the plain all around like on amphi¬ 
theatre. 

Ascending the lull by a steep tortuous 
path, over rooks, with a few steps sometimes 
cat in them, when about half-way up, the 
entrance to the temple bursts suddenly upon 
the sight. Passing under a gateway, over 
w hich is erected a square stone room con¬ 
taining drums, trumpets, gongs, and bells, 
for the performance of sacred music during 
festivals, a dozen men being paid by the 
Company for that purpose, you have on 
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the right a pagoda In which I saw an old 
Faqueer, who hud lost all his fingers from 
disease. He asked for aims, which I pro¬ 
mised to send him, having no silver with me. 

In front of this is a Jolty portico, suppor¬ 
ted at the entrance by two high octagonal 
pillars. The walls are all covered with 
sculptures of men and women, as large as 
life, and on each side project tlie trunks, 
heads, and fore-legs of tlireu elephants, ui 
great size and well executed, carved, like 
all the rest, out of the solid rock; two of the 
tranks only remain entire. Several inscrip¬ 
tions, in a character and language unknown, 
appear on the pillars, and oil different parts 
of the portico; they are as legible as if done 
a few years ago. 

From the portico a small door leads you 
at once into the grand cave, which at first 
appears utmost like magic, and surpass^ 
anything I had ever imagined. Elephants, 
or any other cave temple, I have since 
visited, cannot compare with it, and proba¬ 
bly those only at Eflara may be superior. 
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The general outline resembles an old 
gothic cathedral. On each side is a row of 
eighteen pillars, supporting an arched roof, 
lined with ribs of teak wood. The pillars 
are octagonal, with round hoses. The first 
fifteen are surmounted by two elephants, 
each having on his bock, u male and female 
figure with their arms entwined. On the 
other side of the elephants, out of sight, are 
two horses couch ant, which would have 
escape] my observation, had not a native 
called me behind the pillar where it Is almost 
dark, to point them out. 

The height of the temple is about fifty 
feet, its length one hundred and twenty, 
and Its breadth from pillar to pillar twenty- 
four feet; but, as a passage twelve feet broad 
extends on each side behind them, from one 
end of the cave to the other, the extreme 
breadth over all is forty-eight feet. 

At ihe farther extremity is a large solid 
r tone structure, round, and the upper part 
shaped like a dome, the circumference of 
which is forty feet. This dome is sur- 
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mounted with a pedestal, narrow at the base, 
and becoming gradually broader like an in- 
verted pyramid. In this is fixed a laige 
open umbrella made of strong teak-wood 
reaching very nearly to the root. This sort 
of altar is called a H Deghop,” and is found 
in most all the cave temples of Jain origin. 
Innumerable largo bats tire hanging from 
the roof, or flying about, and a species of 
squirrel, with vertical black ami grey stripes, 
is continually running dong the walls, pro¬ 
ducing a very lively effect. This place being 
excavated out of the solid rack, from which 
also are formed the pillars, sculptures, and 
deghop, the whole temple may be con¬ 
sidered as one single solid structure, with 
the exception of the teak umbrella, all in 
one piece. 

A few yards to the left of the portico are 
some wells of clear water, one of which runs 
under a subterraneous passage, and near 
them are large square excavations, Uka 
rooms, one above the other, an old ladder 
being the only means of ascending to the 



A VOTAOE TO CHINA. 21 l 

upper one. In each of these arc about 
twenty little dark rooms placed all round, 
nil having a stone scat. These appear to 
have been the separate chambers of the 
priests belonging to the temple. Here 
everything is plain, without sculptures, or 
inscriptions. 

As these Jew remarks made hastily on 
the spot, may not give a sufficiently 
accurate description of this most interesting 
temple, I have subjoined the following 
extract from Bird's “ Caves of ’Western 
India.’ 1 

41 The cave of Knrli, situated on the western 
face of a bill one mile and a half on the 
left of the road leading from Bombay to 
Poona, Is the finest specimen of a Bouddhu 
Cathedral which cun be met with. It is 
excavated in ‘Amygdaloid trap/ and is 
vaulted. It is in a high state of preserva¬ 
tion, about (20 feet long by 2-1 broad, 
between Ml and 60 feet high, having its 
roof ribbed by thin boards carres[x)nding 
to the shape of the vault. A row of pillars, 
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whose capitals arc ornamented with 
elephants, extend down each aids of the 
cave, and meet at the farther extremity 
where there is a stone deghop, surmounted 
by a wooden umbrella of an oblong shape* 

“In front of the excavation, the rock has 
been formed into a portico, from which we 
enter it by door-ways, some of which ore 
now blocked up: ami, anterior to the whole, 
are sc vend modern creel ions, one of which 
on the right, is a small temple dedicated to 
Bhuvani. Within the area of the portico, 
there is a column, or needle, surmounted by 
lions bearing the inscription as given, winch 
is a dedication to the sun. On the left and 
right at entering the portico, there is » 
recess where three gigantic elephants are 
sculptured, tearing on their nechs figures 
of Bouddha; all around ure figures and 
statues of males and females, with different 
inscriptions. 

** There arc several 'smaller caves for the 
former attendants of the temple, on d' e 
left-hand side of the great cave* Tim 
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inscriptions on three t cm piles are in a 
hmgi inge, neither pure Pali, nor Sanserif, 
though approaching sufficiently near either 
to be intelligible through their medium. 
The character in which it is written diifers 
hut little from that of inscriptions on 
'osakaa' pillars, which was in use we know 
during the third cent 1117 b. c. ; to this class 
belong Karin Canari, Aurangabad, Kassifc, 
Junir, EUora, 

“ The large excavation, at Canari, near 
Bombay, b further distinguished by having 
in front of it, on a ledge of the mountain, 
several small IR0WU&, or b toying-places oi 
or saints, who were tenants of 
the caves. One of these I opened in 1S3&, 
and found two copper nrna containing 
human ashes. In one of the urns was a 
small gold box, containing a fragment of 
white cotton nig, with n pear), a ruby, and 
some small pieces of gold ; in the other, 
was u silver box with the ashes," 

1 left Karli at sunset for Waignon, the 
next station, distant twelve miles, passing 
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through Kurknlo, a small village where I 
stopped to get some milk. After some dis¬ 
cussion as to what I should drink it out of, 
they got an earthenware vessel which I 
paid lor, us no Hindoo would use it after 
me, since it would be defiled. The same 
thing happened every time I had milk on 
the road- A traveller should always cany 
a copper or pewter vessel with him, as the 
Hindoos all do, one caste not drinking out 
of a lota used by another caste. 

At Kurkala, the river Indrawiiee is met 
with, winding along near the ropd-side as 
far os Wargaon, where I slept, a* well as the 
howling of jackalls, barking of dogs outside, 
and fluttering of huts about the roota woutd 
allow of. I left Wargaon at five a.m., 
intending to reach Poona, a distance of 
twenty-four miles, the same night, stopping 
during the heat of the day at the in ter mediate 
station of Poonowla. 1 met on the road 
near Tulligaon a string of camels, two and 
two, all with bells tied round their necks, 
and car lying merchandize on their backs. 
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There were about twenty; and, although 
commonly used as beasts of burden in India, 
these were the 11 rat I had ever seen on the 
rood. 

Tulligaon is a prettily-situated town on 
the left, five miles from Wargaon, at which 
place two English gentlemen, taken at War- 
gaon in the war of 1317 - 18 , by u body of 
the Peishwu’s horse, were barbarously exe¬ 
rted. 1 hese officers were on their road to 
join their regiment, not being aware that 
hostilities hod already commenced, Here a 
road branches oft’ to Chinchoor, distant nine 
miles and a half, the residence of a person 
who, enjoying the distinction of an hcrcdi- 
tmy incarnation of the Hindoo deity “ Gti- 
flesh," is worshipped by one of the most 
numerous of the Hindoo sects, the Graipu* 
tyaa, and is hence known by the appellation 
of Living God, 

A few miles, farther on, the road branches 
oft into two directions, the milestone point¬ 
ing out the left as the road to Kirkee, and 
the right to Poonowk, both leading to 
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Poona, the first being the new mad, the 
other tho old one. As I hud no mean* of 
knowing which was the right one to pursue, 
1 decided on the latter; that turned out to be 
the wrong one, as the traveller's bungalow 
hud been removed to the new road; and the 
old one, not being much used, was infested 
with rubbers, 1 found all this out when I 
arrived at Poonowlu, where the old bunga¬ 
low was shut up and deserted. 

A messenger was sent oft' ucross country 
to the new bungalow, and I had in a tew 
hours the satisfaction of seeing the butler 
who came with provisions, suspecting 1 had 
taken the wrong roud sis several before me 
had done. lie advised me still to come over 
to the new road, on account of the robbers, 
who had stopped him a few days before, and 
token his money; but 1 preferred running 
the gauntlet to retracing iny steps, trusting 
to the fear there exists in India of molesting 
an Englishman, which prevails even amongst 
highwaymen. 

There arc at Poonnwla the ruins of nn old 
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am] a stream of limpid water running 
over a bed of rocks, with several pagodas 
built by its side, give to tbs place a very 
pretty effect. A dull, lonely ride through 
a Mat, Barren country brought me into the 
new roud, a mile From Poona; and, crossing 
a long bridge over the deep bed of a river 
almost dried up, J arrived late at night at 
the traveller’s bungalow, which is in the 
environs of the camp of Poona ; all English* 
men, civil or military, living in the canton* 
ments, a mile from the city, which is occu¬ 
pied only by natives- 
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CHAPTER XII. 

lloapitality at Footia-Thi Huvuwd U. <:*^i«!v— 

Run-, the ei-PcijillWM—Some account of tbn Cupiul 

of tile MalinillA Empirfr—Tim Native City— Tilt 2jui' 

merit CoUi'[>e—Interior of the Palate—&ov*nan*af 
Schools-UHiglitful CUaiato—A Visit to the H^piuli 
_CftTE TcfHl'I-j uf Uamhitunlft—lt»great extant—S^-tch 

Free Kirk—'IT jc HnjUih Chanh—HHI Temple of r»- 
butty—Braimin GeliIb—Y ilubU lilola-—Country Seat 
of Nairn Fiinnivf'se—Rrahmitiy BuIR—Palate of Svimlia 
—ARidt on all Elepliant—1 ini S!afk<. , t-pljiec'—A!*iinJte- 
Cbaftiwr—'Tomlj of Emma Roberta—A Sporting Ameer 
—The Jail—The Bang Nook, or Tiger* Clan—Tl>* 
Poena Gun,or Cnrfew—AI cm of the Royal llnrae ArtUlaiy. 

There is tio hotel nor lodging-house tti 
Poona, mid no person can at ay longer than 
three days at the bungalow, nor even 
if new arrivals require the rooms, ^vhich 
kmg as you can occupy them, answer every 
purpose. Having hired a palanquin* I 
sallied out In the morning to doliver the 
letters of introduction, which my friend He- 
Milter of Bombay* whose excessive kindness 
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tofae{faring my stay in India, in aUthatcnold 
promote my views, Imd taken care to provide 
me with, for Major Candy, Captain Jacob, 
tbc TUvd, — Mitchell, am) tha Revd* H. 
Caasidy, AE these gentleman offered me 
quarters in their bungalows during the time 
I should stay at Poona, and received me 
with every attention, I became the guest 
of the Revd* If. Cassidy, living in the civil 
lines, and p as my object was to see every¬ 
thing worth noting, during the week t 
intended to stay, each of these gentlemen 
took great pains to enable me to fulfil my 
wishes, driving me ouf daily to the different 
interesting sights hi umj out of the city, 
and exhibiting towards me such hospitable 
treatment os is only known amongst our 
countrymen in India. 

The Revd. IL Cassidy is a missionary, 
most zealous in his prof* salon, and a first- 
rate MahratU scholarj in which language he 
preaches to the natives, ranny of whom he 
has converted! He takes so much, interest 
in the cause, that hk exertion* appeared 
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to me to be almost beyond his strength, 
and his talents to deserve a higher sphere of 
action. 

Poona, the capital of the Mubratfa 
empire, the residence of the Peisbwa, or 
Emperor, fell into our hands during the last 
war with the Muhrattas, in 1817-18, what 
that power was completely annihilated, and 
Badjec-Iiow, the ex-Peishwn, was sent a state 
prisoner to Bithoor, where he remains to this 
day on a yearly pension of 900,000 rupees. 
His ministers and Sirdars, or noblemen, most 
of them living still at Poona, arc in receipt 
of pensions ofn smaller amount. Th< popu¬ 
lation of Poona is about 70,000. half of 
which are Brahmins, and the rest ifiiLrattna, 
MtisEclmen, &c. There are about 14,000 
houses. The city is guarded by forty police 
stations, each comprising six sepoys and a 
unit- The Brahmins are divided into tiru- 
huetos and 11 huts. The former are writers, 
merchants, shroffs, servants. The latter 
study Tcdns, live upon alms, or foes, dented 
from the other class on account of ceremonies 


A YOTAGK to china. 


221 

In public assemblies, they will not sit 
together, but each on aeparoto sides. The 
Bhuta are ns numerous us those upon whose 
means they liavo to depend for a livelihood. 

Pooiiii, is considered to be the purest 
Hindoo city in India. The houses are low, 
and are covered outside with paintings of 
elephant*, tigers, and warriors, in gaudy 
colours as large as life, something in the 
Egyptian style of execution. The shops 
nre tenanted principally by dealers in grain, 
brass, and copper-work, clothes, turbans, 
leather ornaments, arms, Ac. AH the houses, 
walls, and buildings, ore made of small 
grey bricks, and the streets are paved all 
over with brood dug-stone* reaching from 
side to Hide, many of 1 them having a very 
deserted appearance. 

Early In the morning, Major Candy, the 
superijjtendont of the Sanscrit College, drove 
me into the native city, which is entered 
by different gates. The Sanscrit College 
occupies a large building, once the palace 
of the Pcbliwa, Radjee-Row, It ia solely 
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devoted to the education of the natives 
There is a class for law, theology, medicine, 
and the English Language and a class has 
been lidded tor the children of Sirdars, the 
noblemen and chiefs tn former times. 
There its uko ei Sanscrit printing-press, where 
u dictionary of that language hs being pre¬ 
pared. __ 

The interior of the palace is composed of 
several squares, leading one into flit- other. 
On the walk of the rooms are paintings* 
representing different objects* and rows of 
solid pillars of teak-wood, beautifully carved 
all over, support the roof. The staircases 
are all so narrow* that only one person can 
pass up them at a time, on purpose to avoid 
a surprise. 

T'roui the top of the palace, where there 
is a walk outride of the roof I had u tine 
view of the city ami surrounding country. 
Nearly all the students at rhk college are 
Brahmins of high caste. I went to look at 
Kirkee new bridge, over the Meula-mota 
river, now a mere rivulet, hut in the rainy 



A VOYAGE TO CHINA. 


233 


season, a deep, wide stream. Not far from 
it, in the city, are the ruins of the great 
pjdu.ee of Seindia, burned down a few years 
ago, by accident. The gate and gateway, 
with the front part, still reinimi entire. 
The gate is studded with iron spear-pointed 
spikes, and lias a very formidable look—the 
walls ore flanked by strong round towers 
at each corner, three of which remain on one 
side. The old flag-staff of the Feishwa k 
still standing on one of the turrets. In 
front of the palace is a large square, where 
the market-people assemble every rooming, 
with all their fruit, grain, and vegetables 
spread out on the ground before them. 
Bad joe-Row used to sit on one of the buret j 
in front, and smoke his hookah, looking 
down on the busy scene below* 

On my retiim t I inspected the government 
schools for the teaching of the English and 
vernacular languages, held in the Kurd war, 
the largest of all the palaces* The stale- 
room, about twenty feet high, the ceiling of 
which is of beautifully-carve .1 teak, is aup- 
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ported by two rows of pillars, of the same 
wood and workmanship. The room is 
Med with little Brahmins, squatting on the 
ground, each having a piece of board, 
covered with red sand, on which they write 
their exercises, with a calamus, or reed. 
When they have finished, they pepper it 
over again with sand. Writing on paper is 
done with the calamus pen and ink, the 
letters being below the line. 

The children were all anxious to show me 
their exercises, and I put a few questions to 
some of them: when i left, they made a 
salaam, with much easiness and grace of 
manner. 

On oar way through the city, we passed 
by several mosques, pagodas, and palace* 
of the great Sirdars. In the evening, wo 
drove out through the civil nod military 
lines, to hear the bund play on the parade- 
ground. 

During the rainy season at Bombay, in 
June, July, and August, Poona enjoys a 
delightful climate; every thing is green, 
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and the temperature ia mild and refreshing. 
It ia then the great rendezvous of fashion 
of "ft estern India, the Governor and all the 
influential people of the Presidency residing 
hero, rendering it the scene of much gaiety. 
At present it is very hot, the thermometer 
standing at 'IS in the shade, and 135 in the 
sun, but this does not hist more than two 
months. Punkahs and mosquito-curtains 
are not in use, which is a good sign in 
India. 

1st. April. I rode out this morning with 
Dr. I*e[i3, civil surgeon, to visit the jail, 
hospital, and the civil hospital, where all 
natives tire admitted. In this, three cases 
of dracuuculus, or Guinea*worm, were 
pointed out to me, by a very intelligent 
Hindoo medical iuisistaiitj who gave roe oni j 
which had just been extracted, three feet 
long. A large lunatic ward, attached to 
this hospital, was lull of inmates, several of 
whom had committed murder, and, by their 
fierce looks, made me not very anxious to 
stay long amongst them. 

L 3 
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We nest went round the staff-hospital, 
for sepoys and native soldiers. The most 
frightful sabre and gun-shot wounds gene¬ 
rally do well amongst them, probably owing 
to vegetable diet and temperate habit a. 
Tetanus is very common. Nearly all tlw 
ladies, to avoid the excessive heat, were 
staying at Pooru rider, a curious hill fort, 
quite impregnable, twenty miles off, where 
they have bungalows, and I received an 
invitation to stay there a lew days. But T 
could not screw up my resolution to un¬ 
dergo the toil of ascending this precipitous 
fort under such a sun, and l could not. well 
spare three days for one object, which, how¬ 
ever, 1 believe, is well worth seeing- 

I rode out in the afternoon to the cave 
temple of Pambourdu, a mile from Poona, 
and had a very narrow chance of not 
discovering it- 1 was close to the spot, 
surrounded by natives, but they could not 
understand what I wanted ; at last, a young 
lad found out what 1 was in quest oij and 
in a few minutes, after crossing some rocky 
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ground, he led rue to the entrance of the cave, 
which is below the surface of the earth* It 
has not been long discovered, nnd U dif¬ 
ferent from any other cave I hove seen* In 
an open space in front, is a large dome, 
supported by twelve square pillars, having 
ill the middle four pillars, covered by a 
square top. 

The entrance to the temple is between 
two large lions coucbnnt, of granite, which 
arc the only evidences of sculpture of any 
sort contained in it. The roof is quite flat 
and low, supported by five rows of tight 
plain square pillars In each: at the end, an 
opening lends into two separate room*, in 
the middle of which are stone “ deghops." 
i saw no wells here, but on the right, at 
the entrance, is a deep square hole, which 
seems to have contained water. 

My guide said that this cave extended 
several miles underground, having another 
entrance on n hill three mites off, directly op¬ 
posite, which he distinctly pointed out; that it 
hud been blocked up and reduced to its pro- 
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sent size, to keep out wild beasts, to which 
it afforded a safe retreat. 1 found ut the 
extreme end a modern wall plat sit-red over 
that seemed to bear out what he said, and, 
had it not been so lute, I would have gone 
across to the opposite Tull to verify the fact. 
This cave is of Booddhist origin, and not 
suspected of a very high antiquity. Few 
people at Poona had seen it, or were aware 
of its existence. 

2nd April. Attended service at six in the 
morning at the Scotch free kirk, and Leant 
the Ttev. — Mitchell, a very good preacher. 
A great number of English soldiers were 
present. Service is performed at that early 
hour to avoid the congregation’s being ex¬ 
posed to the sun. At ten, I attended the 
service performed by tny host, the Itevd- H- 
Cnssidy, in the Mahrattn language, in the 
chapel for converted natives. Hindoos, 
Mussel men, Parsecs, nnd several young 
women, formed the congregation. They 
sang hymns, and appeared very attentive. 

In the evening Mr. Newton, the assistant 
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judge, drove me to St. Mary’s, the English 
church, si fine new building in m o[Mjn sjuuje 
opposite n Jorge tonic, uud the theatre, where 
amateur performances take place. The chu* 
num wails and pillars give the church a 
very light and dean appearance inside; the 
congregation was Hindi, owing to the heat, 
a4td there is no punkah in the church. 

.3rd April. This morning 1 rode out to 
see the hill temple of Parbaity, passing by 
an immense tank, surrounded with trees, 
which in the numsooii has all. the appearance 
of a lake, boats being able to sail upon it.. 

1 he water was low, except on. one side, 
wheii; 1 bathed, A paved road leads from 
the bottom to the top of the hill, composed 
of large Hug-stones forming steps a foot 
high, and from twenty to forty feet long. 
The outer buildings are for the guard of 
twenty-live Sepoys, Passing these, yon find 
yoursL'Il iu the middle of the temple, tile 
different parts oi which cover the entire 
summit of the hiU. in the centre is a 
pagoda, with a little cistern in front, and at 
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each corner is a smaller one; the whole 13 
encircled by a sort of turret with a winding 
staircase leading to the outside, from whence 
a fine view of the city and environs can be 
obtained. 

A blind Brahmin, led by a little boy, 
came up and addressed in good English, 
to my great delight, and volunteered to be 
my cicerone, for I could make out nothing 
by myself. Fie opened with his key the 
iron doors of the earner pagodas; each one 
contained a god in white marble, resembling 
ivory. I was not allowed to approach the 
middle temple, nearer than the cistern, but 
a light was procured and held against the 
door-to enable nie to see inside the group 
of the god Seva In solid silver, Gun putty, 
his wife* and Purhutty, the child, both in 
solid gold. Their eye* nro made of dia¬ 
monds and rabies of great price, which are 
seen sparkling in the dark. They are robed 
in dresses of spotless white, put on by 
iimhmins, who nre the only persons allowed 
ever to enter their sanctuary. The ibree 
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Idols are valued at 60,000 rupee*. Twenty- 
five Brahmin priests of high caste, are paid 
by the Si rear (Company) to live in the temple 
and perform the rites, an animal sum of 
18 t OUO rupee a. Loir-caste people are not 
allowed to enter the interior of the temple. 

The Pdshwn, gadjce-Row, who was a 
Brahmin, ItaiJ u palace here on the left, where 
he used to reside during fits of sanctity It 
was burned a few years ago by lightning, 
the ruins of it only remaining. Par butty 
was built in 1750, by Nana-Row, the grand¬ 
father of Badjee-Row* and is held in the high- 
est veneration by the native^ the Company 
supporting it from motives of policy. It is 
by fur the finest modern Hindoo temple I 
have met with, and one of the most interest¬ 
ing objects in Poona, 

In the afternoon, Mr* Drago drove nio out 
to the country scat of Nana Furaavese t # the 
Richelieu of the Mahratta empire, who for 
twenty-five years ruled it most absolutely*. 
The state room is supported by light pillars* 
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elegantly curved 7 and painted blue and 
white, in front of which is a cistern with 
several jtts d* eau; the roof is flat to walk 
out on, and is reached by u staircase, only 
wide enough for one person to ascend at 
a time. The garden surrounds the home, 
the different walks Being covered with frame- 
work, on which are clusters of grupes, and 
striped squirrels are running along the 
walls, or jumping from tree to tree. A rich 
1 arsec now rents the place, and will readily 
give an order for admission* 

In the streets, I noticed, a great number 
of Bmhminy bulls, owing to Bouiia being 
the seat of that worship, it is aaid, that 
whan a Brahmin ol consequence dies, one is 
turned looae, on account of his memory* 
They are aU led by public ban ids ■ to 
hurt one is sacrilege, but every now ami 
then when they break into European's gar- 
deMs, they get a shot, or a good thrashing, 
Wo went afterwards to the Camel-lines, 
where about one hundred camels were being 
groomed and fed, all lying down. They 
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are used for military purposes, but can be 
bad from the bazaar for private use at a 
low rote. The arsenal k near the Camel 
lines, and contains all the materiel of war. 

A little beyond the barracks of the Horse 
Artillery, are the ruins of the Palace of 
Sdndia. It is a square building with a 
square tower at each corner. A round 
tower, with secret stairs, seems to have been 
used «s a prison. Quo large room has the 
walls covered with fresco paintings, illus- 
trating the achievements of the famil y of 
Sdiidk. It k a great pky that these an? 
so defaced by English hands, as my friend 
recollects them when perfect, 

file style of architecture is the same a.s 
that of the palaces in the city. The un¬ 
finished tomli of Srimlifl is near the palace, 
itnd would have been a splendid monument* 
if completed. Stones* carvings, and half* 
finished &cn]ptures* aro scattered carelessly 
around, just ns if the men were returning 
to their work the nest day, A flock of 
gouts had taken up their abode amongst 
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them; mid were skipping from ?tone to 
stone. A temple with Brahmin priests m 
kept up by revenues of lands left for that 
purpose by the descendants of Scindin, mid 
musk is performed with trumpet, gong* 
and tom-tom, every three hours nil the year 
round. There is close by, a fine aqueduct, 
constructed by Scmdh, to convey water 
from the hills seven miles off. When the 
springs full, water is drawn up froin nume¬ 
rous welk placed, at equal distances along 
the Hne of aqueduct, by means of buffaloes, 
and poured into it where openings nru left 
for that purpose. It is a work of grt j nr 
public utility. On the high road, n car the 
parade-grounds arc some Sihk gutfs taken 
in the late war, enclosed in an iron railing, 
as a sort of t rophy* 

Having intimated my wish to ride out on 
on elephant, the Rev* — llitchdl fonvankd 
my view by obtaining the loan of on® for a 
few hours from Stunk, MeeraJvhrm Mahomed, 
a Sirdar of the Rajah of Satta^ r who 
keeps three of these animals. It b not easy 
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to obtain one, ns the few Sirdars who still 
keep them for pomp, at a great expense, do 
not care about their being made n con¬ 
venience of by Europeans who happen to 
fancy a ridcn 

I was awoke at six in the morning, and, 
looking out of the window, found in front 
of the bungalow, a huge elephant, the 
largest I have ever seen, richly caparisoned 
with coverings of scarlet cloth and silver 
Iucck Round his neck wits a string of bells, 
and on each side was suspended from a chain 
across liis back, a large bell, which kept 
continually ringing as he walked. 

Lie knelt down for me to mount, but I 
still required a chair: the driver sits on his 
neck f his feet resting in stirrups behind the 
tars, and guides him Hath the unto**#, a 
piece at iron two feet long, like a boat-hook, 
f wate in the middle with another driver 
behind me holding a whip My feet rested 
on pads placed at eaah side; the animal was 
very docile; the pace an easy quick walk 
of from five to six miles an hour; once only 
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lie trotted for a short distance. I again 
visited the Caves of Bainbourda, crossed the 
Meula-mota on n cause way, where I met a 
herd of buffaloes. They alt took fright* 
and two of them jumped over into the river, 
and swam ashore. Horses and bullock* 
allied across the road as we advanced, nearly 
upsetting their carta, or riders. 

I proceeded to the market-place, iti front 
of the ruins of Badjee-Row’s palace, where I 
found myself in the midst of thousands of 
natives. Coming home through the city, 
I saw a crowd surrounding a snake-charmer, 
and stopped to witness the performance, 
lie played with n cobra di capelin, and 
made him exhibit the peculiar appearance 
of spectacles on hint head, which I had never 
before seen. 

Being mounted &4a*Majoh } I could not 
do less than reward him liberally, to sustain 
the character. On arri ving at the gate of 
the bungalow, the water-tamer's buffalo 
took fright, capsized all Lis load of water, 
and run away like wild^ breaking down 
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fences until ha escaped into the road. At 
a given sign, the elephant knelt down again 
for me to alight; and thus ended one cf 
the moBt am using incidents of my Indian 
travels. 

Every Englishman will visit with interest 
the English burial-ground con taming the 
tomb of that delightful authoress, Emma 
Roberts, who died here; and two miles out 
oi town h. the cemetery formerly allotted to 
the Erench officers in the service of the 
Peishwii, in the days of L>e Boigncj and 
LrcnomI Perron. Sir Jamaetjjce Jeejeehltoy 
has nearly finished a binid 1 or large stone dam 
across the Meul^jnota, to supply Poona and 
the water-works on his own estate. The ma¬ 
chinery Es on a grand scale, and is aLl turned 
by bullocks. The bund cost a great deal of 
money, several former attempts having faded 
and been carried away in the rains. The 
river is so rapid that the men can only work 
during the dry season, which has caused the 
undertaking to be several years in hand. 

On my way to the city, I saw one of the 
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Ameers of Scinee, who are state prison era 
here, hawking near the road-side, He wore 
the di^ss peculiar to that nation: hawking 
is a sport they are very fond of. 

Strolling along one of the streets, a shop¬ 
keeper held out to me a small rusty iron 
instrument formed of two rings joined to¬ 
gether to be worn on two fingers? and, at¬ 
tached to these were three semicircular sharp 
blades, about two inches long. All this was 
a mystery to me, and 1 was going away 
without taking any further notice of it* bat 
the earnest manner in which the main 
pressed me to take it, and the small sum he 
asked caused me to return, I afterwards 
found that this instrument was no less than 
the 14 Haag Souk/ 8 or tiger's chiw T which the 
Mahmtlnfl used to wear on their right hand, 
and, iik their treacherous embrace with rhe 
person they wished to destroy, to pass this 
deadly weapon across his abdomen, inflict 
ing three deadly wounds, without the 
instrument being seen. 

In this manner Sivnjee, the illustrious 
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founder of tie Maiuttttii nation, assassinated 
the unsuspecting genemi of the Maliomedfm 
army of Bi^c-japcor, whom he advanced ta 
embrace, which gave tamest of the future 
hero, agreeably to the rude notions of the 
times, and gained him a great accession of 
followers and resources. The identical In¬ 
strument used by Sivajee is now in the East 
India Company's Museum in Leadenhull- 
street. 

I visited the jail, a very spacious building! 
containing 6(30 prisoners, for the most part 
in chains. They are put to the treadmill, 
or other hibcrur : the women grind corn, and 
weave their own clothes. AH arc well-fed 
with rice, currie, and the usual native diet, 
which cadi caste cook far themselves. They 
sleep on the floor, with out beds, and all of 
the same caste live together. Several arc in 
for gang robberies. There are on one side 
of the house thirty-four remaining out of 
three hundred state prisoners from the re¬ 
bellion of Kbphipeor, which happened* 
some years ago* These men nr^ not pul to 
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hard labour, l heir offence being a political 
one. II any work on the roads, under an 
escort of the Poona Police Corps, an armed 
body of natives 500 strong. The jailer, a 
stout Mussdman, says that the prisoners are 
too well treated, and recollects the days of 
the Peishwa, when prisoners were left to 
public charity, or to starve if that failed. 

The Poona gun is fired every night at 
eleven, after which time no person is al¬ 
lowed in the streets, and nil who are found 
out arc immediately taken by the police 
into custody until the next morning. 
When a gang robbery lias taken place, the 
gun is fired as soon as it is known, and 
people out after that are all taken up. 
This is an old custom of the time of the 
Pcishwn's government, that is still kept in 
force, being useful against gang robberies, 
which not unfrequently occur here. Another 
curious custom is that each respectable in 
habitant must employ a Rnruousseo, or man 
of ft robber tribe, as watchman outside bis 
house all night, at a email sum per month. 
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lJiis> prevents nnv attempt nt robbery ever 
twln^ made upon the house, and is a sort 
of Bird- ttmil claimed by that tribe, which it 
would be imprudent to withhold. 

Living, rent, servants, and every thing, 
ore much cheaper here than at Bombay. 

J wo horses can be fcept for os little expense 
as one costs there. I paid two rupees a 
pair for excellent Wellington boots, made to 
measure, that lasted me six months. But 
what beats that, wna the hire of a tot, or 
pony and driver, to carry iny baggage to 
Bombay, n distance of one hundred miles, 
requiring four doys, cost only two rupees 
and a half, or five shillings, the man finding 
himself and animal. These prices are all 
fixed bv nerrick, or bye-law. 

In the evening, 1 dined with the mess 
of the flnyal Horse Artillery, considered 
to be the finest mess in India, the corps 
being permanently stationed here, and 
certainly, the style with which everything 
was conducted, impressed me with that 
opinion. 

Vol. r. „ 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Ercumcra tn Bumtoiy—Tin: CivofrofBim—A DiMpp^i'nt- 
inant—-Swand Visit to KrtrLi —Wmdm Fftea of J«tu>n - 
■lannffif flown ilit Bora Ghaut—fhovk -Ituwl tu Lj?iIL tiiii 

-Hall far tlii! 24^-lit—Uiikdcm Fasllv&l—A Noetnmai M 

venture— Some Aitconnl of CtJllinr-Thfl Author I^ 1 
hie W»y—CdKti£ Furry— Huiigriow at Tan u ah— L hi- 
Fort described—-Bautin of Qcrra hilljfl^—I^M^ 
CitT of Rnasclti—Retmm to fkrnibiiy—A Yiiil to thm 
Catta of KiluxH—L arvio^ft mil Accotrt^ 

of Truvolltjra- 

Haytng 1 in a week, seen all I hut Poor* 
run tains, and taken leave of my kind 
friends, I started off -early in the morning' 
for Bombay, pacing through Kirkee* a 
suburb, tiro miles from the city, where the 
10th Hussars are stationed- Here are the 
ruins of the old Residency, which, in 151 *t 
was attacked and burned down by the 
Peisliwa’s troops. This led to the second 
Mahratto war, and the extinction of that 
power, after the battle of Kirfcce. 
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I had now to retrace my steps as far as 
Cliowk. with little of novelty to interest me. 
Captain Jacob told me before I started, that 
if at Kurkaln, Jive miles beyond Wotgaon, 
I took the road to the left I should reach the 
caves of Birsa, five miles off, but in the 
direction of the fort of Lohugurh, which J 
intended to visit on my return. All the 
villagers at Kurkaln assured me that it was 
on the right-hand side, {minting to a hill 
some miles distant, which 1 readied with 
great difficulty, across a country covered 
with rocks, and my suspicions were too well 
con firmed, when, after toiling for hours under 
a burning sun, oil the top of the hill, I en¬ 
tered a small pagoda filled with bells and 
peacocks’ feathers, such as I had often passed 
on the road every day. 1 have since ascer¬ 
tained beyond doubt that these caves exist 
where Captain Jacob pointed them out, 
mention being made of them in Grant Duff's 
“ History of the iluhrattas.’ 1 

After such a useless excursion. 1 was too 
tired to make another attempt to visit them, 

it 2 
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jind pushed on, not in die best huinou r t for 
Karlt. On the road, 1 fell in with a detach¬ 
ment of marching sepoys. They all saluted 
me with a '‘present arms," which at Foana 
I hor.l been so accustomed to* that 1 began to 
fancy I must have something of the “ air 
utititaiTt" about me. 

On arriving at Karli, 1 paid a second 
visit to the caves to take a few sketches, and 
was not u little astonished to find them filled 
with people, large families being encamped in 
eveiy corner, and outside all around, where 
stalls for the sale of sweetmeats, fruit. &c, 
were erected, giving die spot the ap[iearance 
of a fair. Oti my return to the bungalow, I 
found that all this concourse of people were 
assembled to celebrate the Hindoo fetes of 
.fattertt, which last a fortnight, from the 6th 
of April full moon, and that they were prin¬ 
cipally of the Coulee trite wlm came there 
from all ports of the Cancan, Knnari. and 
the const. Upwards of 1500 sheep had teen 
killed in the caves the day before, as a sacri¬ 
fice to the gods, which accounted for the 
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number uf fresh, raw sheepskins I saw dry* 
ing on the surroninilng rocks. 

All the meat is eaten on the spot, and not 
a slice could be had at the bungalow, as I hail 
at first anticipated; so that I was obliged to 
be content with u sudden death” tor dinner. 
Left Knrli at midnight for Ehandallu, where 
I stopped to get a few more “monster 
beans." To do that I had to disturb the 
man who sells them, at the mi usual hour of 
two in the morning, for which he did not 
thank mo; hut 1 succeeded in getting two 
more of these singular 11 legumes.*' 

I then continued my journey down tin; 
Bore Ghaut, amidst the dust, and tinkling 
of lid Is from thousands of pack-bullock*, 
cyntinually meeting with groups of pilgrim 
Codecs hastening with their families to the 
lemple ol Kuril, At the foot of the Ghaut*, 

I passed three robbers in chains, under u 
guard of five sepoys. These criminals came 
from Surat, and were on their way to 
Poona for trial,. Having slept a couple of 
hours ut tiie dhurms&in of Khupoulce, [ 
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made the best of my way to Chowk, which 
1 couched at noon, the heat of the sun being 
quite overpowering* 

From Chowk a road branches oft' on the 
right to Callian, which I had been informed 
was a very good one, and the distance only 
twenty-six mites, which decided me upon 
taking it. I found out, however, that in¬ 
stead of twenty-six I had to travel thirty- 
eight miles, and that over ft wretched bad 
iiiad, with a constant succession of up and 
down hill, taking just double the time i 
Lad calculated* After the first ten miles, I 
halted under a large tree, and spread my 
saddle-cloth out on the ground to sleep on. 

A booth was erected a little way off, in 
which, at midnight, a Hindoo festival was 
being celebrated. The noise of drums and 
cymbals was so deafening that sleep was 
quite out of the question, and l was fairly 
driven from the field. I peeped into the 
booth as 1 went by, and sow a Hindoo god, 
painted all red and brilliantly illuminated, 
the natives dancing round him, 1 continued 


A VOYAGE TO CHINA. 


247 


toy journey all night; the dismal howling ot 
jackal la ringing in my ears, when suddenly 
two wild beasts rushed from the jungle 
into the road, where they fought for a lew 
minutes, and quickly disappeared, creating 
such a cloud of dust tluit I could see 
nothing of them. 

As the noise and struggle were soon over, 
1 concluded that a strong animal had walked 
off with u smaller one, and my state of 
mind, with, visions of a tiger springing at 
me in the dead of the night in this desolate 
spot, was not of the most pleasant nature. 
I had no fire-arms; my sword would have 
been of little use, ami my goura wallah, who 
carried a larger one, was a mile behind. I 
planted myself against the hedge, in a small 
recess, until he came up, and then T could 
not explain to him wliat had occurred, be¬ 
yond the word biiag, the mime for tiger. I 
reached Calliuu at five In the morning. 

The trees near the town are full oi flying- 
foxes, which 1 never noticed before in such 
numbers. They arc a large species ot bat. 
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tirul am common in the neighbourhood of 
Bombay. Cnllian, on the Cal us river, one* 
liie capital of a province, is of very high 
antiquity, but if now in a state of decadence. 
It sustained many sieges during the wars 
between the Moguls and Mahrattaa, and was 
defended by part of the English army of 
General Goddard, in 1780. The streets are 
very narrow, full of rubbish, and large empty 
houses. The manager of the Custom-house, 
a l’arsee, who spoke English, was of service 
to me. I procured some milk for breakfast, 
and then crossed the river in a ferry-boat, 
free of expense. The stream is pretty wide, 
ami the banks are well wooded with green 
trees, which render the scenery very pic¬ 
turesque. On each side arc the ruins of 
an old fort. Call i an will soon regain it 
portion of its former importance, as the 
first East Indian railroad is to reach from 
Bombay to t VIHan, and ultimately to be 
carried on to Cidcuttn. 

J next proceeded on to Tannah, and, gming 
off the main road into some puddy-ficlds to 
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water 1 lit- horses at a well, I could not full 
hi with it again, anr] lost myself in the jun¬ 
gle. At last I reached a grove of mango- 
trees, at the end of which 1 was stopped by 
the river I had before crossed lt» the terry- 
boat. After beating about for several miles 
in the heat of the sun, we at length prune to 
some huts, but could get no guide to extri¬ 
cate us from our difficulties. Having talked 
very loud, and my man representing mu to 
them as a 11 barm sahib,” the inmates sentour 
tor a iiihnr. who conducted us across narrow 
rocky paths, over hill and dale, at the immi¬ 
nent risk of our necks, until, to mv great 
joy, he brought us to the traveller's bunga¬ 
low at Kulhuir, m-ar the arm of the sea that 
separates Salsette from the main land. This 
is a fine new building, used mostly by offi¬ 
cers going to Malligaum. 

Wc crossed Colsctte ferry, a mile from 
hence, and the wind being full against us, 
we had to make three tucks before reaching 
the opposite side. A B rah rainy bull, led by 
a native, was amongst our passengers. 

u 3 
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At this ferry 1 had to pay half a rupee foi 
each horse and man, but the Company's ser- 
vanU pass over free. 

A few miles' ride, on a good road through 
a pretty country, brought rue to Ti tnnah , 
where I alighted at the bungalow, which 
scented to be very little frequented. 1 here 
was no bed, nor light, and tho butler could 
not speak u word of English. Luckily, 1 
had a letter for Mr. Parker, the postmaster, 
ynlh wham I dined t titid the next morning 
lie called to take a rida out with tWid 
see the town, i had passed a wretched 
night, owing to the mosquitoes that abound 
bare, and was loath to get up, TVo I iro " 
ceeded to the bazaar in tlie native town, add, 
on returning to the house, he sent me buck 
tli his travelling-carriage, or van, drawn hj 
two beautiful cream-coloured Guzcrat bul¬ 
locks, the finest animals 1 have ever seen. 
They answer better on the rood ior long 
journeys than horses in. these ports-. 

Ton noli fort. is situated on the west bank 
of the river. It is an irregular pentagon, 
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with five strong bastions, to the salient an¬ 
gles of three of which are round to were* it 
has a wet ditch all round, excepting on. tin* 
riverside; it has also a counterscarp an l 
glacis. Tliere aro two gates, one in the west 
and the other in the cast curtain. In the 
fort arc roomy barracks and good quart ere 
for the officers, but they arc now used as a 
receptacle for prisoners. 

The esplanade is spacious, and at ire 
southern extremity arc pend alls for two 
hundred sepoys; also the lately-constructed 
English church of St. James. Tannnli is 
the metropolis, or Zilluh station of Salsette, 
and the Northern Cancan, its population 
are chiefly Hindoos; it is twenty-three miles 
from Bombay, to which place runs a daily 
mail. 

Having hired a large dinghy for five ru* 
pees, to take me to Hussein, I left Tannah 
at noon; and, after beating to windward 
for six hours, came off Gore-Bunder before 
sunset. Here arc an old church, and several 
scats of rich Parsecs, surrounded by hill*, 
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clothed ■with beautiful foliage mid jungle, 
reaching almost to the water's edge. Ihe 
scenery along the route to this spot had 
been generally of the same character, but 1 
had often heard of the beauties of tlora* 
Bunder. From thence vre stood across to 
RasEein, which is on the opposite shore, and 
anchored close under the walls at nine 
o'clock. 

As it was lute, I slept in the boat, and 
landed early the next morning. The en¬ 
trance to Biissein is through a massive stone 
double gateway. A high wall of great 
thickness, full of loop-holes and embrasures 
for cannon, surrounds the city, which is 
nearly a regular square, the walls being 
washed on one side by the sea, and sur¬ 
rounded on the other sides by a wet ditch. 
Basseih presents an extraordinary instance 
of a strong city but recently inhabited, and 
now deserted and in ruins, without a single 
inhabitant remaining. It bus belonged in 
turn to the Portuguese, and to the Mahrat- 
tas, who last occupied it, when it fell hito 
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our bands. In 1803, at the beginning of 
the first Mahratta war, was concluded the 
treaty of Bassam between Sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley and the Peishwa Badjee-Row, who, 
by our assistance, was re-seated on the throne 
of Poona, in spite of the intrigues of Ilol- 
kar, Scmdiu, and the other chiefs of the 
Mahr&tta confederacy, who were leagued 
against him. This led to the battle of 
Assays, which took place at the commence¬ 
ment of the Duke of Wellington’s glorious 
career. All the buildings are of Portuguese 
origin. The streets and squares arc filled 
wil.li beautiful cathedrals, churches, monas¬ 
teries, and palaces, tumbling into ruins, 
coma-mil and cotton trees, and all sorts ot 
plants growing in amongst them iti wild 
profusion. 

Occasionally a Hindoo temple varies the 
scene, and in the principal street one oJ them 
contains a large bull, couchant, in granite, 
A native, who appeared to have charge of 
the idol, was the only living being in the 
place, where less than half a century ago on 
emperor had held his court, and concluded 


264 


A VOYAOB TO dlCSA 


a treaty with the most celebrated general of 
modern times. This half-clad Hindoo sit¬ 
ting on the steps of the pagoda alone, amidst 
Ea di a scene of Men greatness, reminded 
me of “ Marius Bitting on the ruins of Car¬ 
thage.” 

Inside the cathedrals are the tombs oi 
former Portuguese dona and governors ; 
Borne of the altars still remain erect. The 
architecture is principally Gothic, and the 
atone carvings are most elaborate* Lizards, 
squirrels, and bats are constantly sealing 
the walls, or busking in the sun. Owl?, 
snakes, scorpions, and a variety of birds have 
taken up their abode where man has left 
them In full ami undisputed possession. The 
high, beautifully sculptured, arched entrance 
of one church is all that is left standing oi 
the entire edifice. The arms ot Portugal, 
with the date, 10 Mai, 1631, are carved in 
the middle. 

I tried to take a sketch of this ruin* hut 
the power of the sun was so intense that to 
a few minutes 1 was compelled to desist- 
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The ground is covered with loose sand 
a foot deep, that is scorching and difficult 
to walk over. I believe the excessive 
heat of Bassein and the removal to Tan n ah 
of the principal government offices are 
amongst the causes of its singular desertion. 
A rampart behind the walls forms a walk all 
round the city, and has not j T ct undergone 
much decay. At the opposite end of the 
principal street is another gate similar to 
the first, that leads to the bazaar or native 
town, a mile off< The gate is of wood, 
heavily ironed, and on it is carved in deep 
letters — 

“AOS 16 d Dzbr. ° d 1710" 

The traveller’s bungalow is near the Ns- 
tlve Town. 1 found it locked up, and the 
butler, "’non cat inventus I called on the col¬ 
lector of customs,and the postmaster, to whom 
I had e letter of introduction, ilcuh were 
absent from home, so that none bat natives 
were to be met with. I took upon myself to 
urdt-r soap, towel, and a basin of water, which 
became necessaries after strolling amongst 
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the rains of Hussein; and, ns my scouts had 
not succeeded in finding the butler, I was 
forced to be content with & breakfast of 
milk and plantains, which wen* hardly sub¬ 
stantial enough for (lie occasion. The tide 
turning, I rejoined lily boat, bathed in the 
sea, and with a Fair wind reached Tannnh in 
two hours; then finding the tide still fa¬ 
vourable, I sent my horses overland, and 
proceeded in the dinghy to Bombay, where 
n splendid breeze landed me in two hours, 
after an absence of three weeks. 

The caves of Kanari in Salsette were the 
Only objects of curiosity now left for me to 
sec, and, having mentioned my desire to view 
them to some friends, they were anxious tu 
join me in the excursion. We therefore 
hired two carriages, and haying tilled them 
with the necessary supplies, and plenty oi 
soda-water, started off at two in the morn¬ 
ing for Yehar, a village in Salsette, where 
the horses were put up. From the north 
end of the village, opposite a small i’ortu* 
gnesc church, a foot road branches off to 
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the loft, to the Eaunrieaves, five miles dis- 
rant. It is necessary to take a guide, as 
the foot-road branches off in many differ¬ 
ent directions. It passes near the little vil¬ 
lage of Toolsi, situated in the middle of n 
fertile valley, surrounded by bills covered 
with jungle, the haunt of tigers and enor¬ 
mous monkeys, three of which we saw 
climbing the trees, making grimaces at 
us, which from the absence of my gun they 
did with the utmost impunity. 

The h'ntidri Caves are excavated on, the 
west and north faces of around bill con¬ 
nected with the principal ranges, in tbe 
midst of wild and most picturesque scenery'. 
They consist of one large arid numerous 
small eaves, all temples of Boodha. The 
largest Is very like the temple of Karli in 
form, but smaller and not so highly finished. 
The poTtico in front contains two gigantic 
figures of a mak end female twenty-five 
feet high, and the walls are covered with 
smaller statues and inscriptions, similar to 
those of Karli. There have been ribs of 
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teak to support the arched roof, of which 
few now remain. On each side is a row of 
fifteen octagonal pillars, each being sur ' 
mounted by a group ol two elephants carry- 
iug u mule a lid female, in nit her a dilnpi* 
dated state- The six last pillars, on the 
right hand-side, are quit* plain, and in an 
unfinished state. 

At the end of the temple is a l» r g e steme 
deghop, or nit nr. which appears once to have 
been crowned with an umbrella that is now 
missing. Tho umbrella U peculiar to nil 
the temples of Buddhist worship* and &uj> 
posed to cover relies of Buddha, Tins 
cave is ninety feet long, forty feet broad, 
and about, the same height. Clusters of 
large bats are seen hanging froin the roof, 
which is covered with theta. The smaller 
caves arc situated on the hill behind the 
large one, forming &i& stories, one above th L 
other, giving the hill almost the appi^ra 11 ^^ 
of a honeycomb. At tho entrance of eB£ ^ 
cave is a deep stone cistern containing 
beautiful clear water, and on each side ® 
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tile walls is a carving of a figure tin inch 
Jeep, and about two feet lung, 

In one large square cave with square 
piflurs, not unlike the Bamhoimla exeavn- 
tion at Poona, the same figure was carved 
on the top of many uf them. Near the 
summit of the hill, an old Brahmin Euqueer, 
who hud lived there for years upon alms, 
looked like the presiding deity of the place. 
He assured us with great sincerity, that five 
Kajuhs, ulI brothers, bad excavated those 
temples, and that there were 999 on the 
island. This old man was very communi¬ 
cative, and appeared perfectly contented 
with bis lot amidst the ruin* of the ancient 
temples of his faith. 

It has been remarked that the caves of 
Kan&ri, of Karli, of lillora, and others in the 
Coelcod, are all on Mahruttn ground, and 
that there is a great resemblance between the 
temples of Egypt and the excavations of 
India. 

I copied the sixth lino of a long inscrip¬ 
tion on the left pillar, at the entrance of 
the great Temple of Kanari. 
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The nest inscription, over a water reser¬ 
voir of one of the email caves of Kanari, 
has been rendered thus by the mmnts in 
Oriental ant iquities:— 

“ This tank is the pious work of Sulisa- 
data t (in obedience to) the word of the 
radical golden originator of all things, the 
prophet of friendship,” 

Nobody should leave Bombay without 
visiting the curiosities of Ivamiri, which can 
be done in n day, and they will lie found 
to he well worth the trouble. The same 
may be said of the ruins oflfosscin, thirty- 
eight miles distant, requiring two days. 
Kuril can be visited ill the same short 
time, by taking the mail from Bombay, and 
returning the next day, l subjoin a few 
remarks of other travellers, who had more 
opportunities of examining Kanari than 
myself. 

11 The Caves of Kanari," bv Salt, in vol 
1, of Bombay Literary Society's I ran suc¬ 
tions. u The purely Buddha caves of 
Kanari, on the left of the main road, leading 
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to TtULsah, are twenty-two mile* from 
liombay, and four beyond the village of 
\diai*; from which Tillage, proceeding 
through a thick jungle, dong the edge of 
dcep guliita, tilled with waier lit the rains, 
you reach the village of Tttki, in the iumiJ 
diute vicin ity of the caves- 

' Hie first stage of uscent to the eaves, 
which consist of sis stories, on the ledges of 
The mountain, connected with each other, 
» by footsteps cut in the rock. Passing 
nn unfinished arched cseavation, with two 
curtJicn deghopa, we cornc to the great cave; 
in front of which there is a [Hirtieo, where 
two lofty columns are seen. The whole 
space, at the further end of the portico, is 
occupied by the front face of the cave, 
which is divided by plain columns, into 
three square portal* beneath, and five open 
windows above. On the right and left of 
'he portico, in a recess, are two gigantic 
statues of Buddha, twenty feet high. 

Hie further extremity of the great 
arched excavation, is occupied by a stone 
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dcghop; and ou the colurons in the portico, 
are inscribed inscriptions of which 1 have 
copied the sixth line. Ascending the hill 
from the pint form of the great CflYCj we 
come to the second story ot caxuvatiom 
situate on the left, hank of the nullah, along 
both sides of which many excavations are 
found, hut of which any detail U unneces¬ 
sary T This second ascent of the hill contains 
two caves* In the third story there urc 
several excavations arid cisterns of water, 
and the remaining three stories of the ascent 
arc terminated by the open platform at the 
fop of the hill. 

* 1 Descending Bouthwayfrom this elevat ion, 
the visitor follows a path under the ledge of 
the rock, from the face of which present 
several small deghops, accompanied by half- 
executed excavations Here, also, are 
several deep pita built up with burnt bricks, 
proliubly the burial-places of those who in¬ 
habited the caves. The caves of Kalian 
would appear to be alluded to in the Foe- 
ktu*kip or travels of FoHian, about ^■ 1> - 
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400, being described as a cavern temple of 
five stories, each containing numerous cham¬ 
bers, or cells, which was situated in the south 
of the kingdom called Duch-chin. The 
whole are excavated in 1 trap breccia .'" 

u The whole appearance of this excavated 
mountain,'* says Mr. Forbes, “ indicate* it 
to have had a city hewn in its rocky sides, 
capable of containing many thousand inha¬ 
bitants; the largest temple mis doubtless 
their principal place of worship.” 

Mt is not only the numerous caves," 
observes Lord Valentia, “ that give an idea 
of what the population of this barren rock 
must once have l>cen, but the tanks, the 
terraces, nnd the flights of steps which lead 
from one part to another. Yet now, not a 
human footstep is to be heard, except when 
the curiosity of a traveller leads him to pay 
a hasty visit to the ruined habitations of 
those whose very name has pissed nwny, 
and whose cultivated fields are become an 
almost impassable jungly the haunt of 
tigers, and the scat of pestilence and de 
solution.” 
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CHAPTER XIV- 

Tltfl " llcri;ftirrt4iir^ ri mils tor London wfili wtmtided 
Sutdlura—Tliu Author pruceacU to Chin* i n thp h Char- 
loUu Jim a™—H*r Crow juid Appo Lnlmaiit .-—Hun aem** 
|]ju Hoy of Nicobar tiUiifU. 

jkii.iL CnAat uf Sumatra—Golden Hmmtahi— Malay 
PfOia—A Mutiny qh | Li Min I—iSini^ulnr Ftmilita 1 b the 
Stfdti of Kljilii * a—-Islaiiilft of Fuio VstoI* cluiI FliIo 
Jarra—Cnpiam liark.lv-—Two- tuidil-Hill Fitlicnu B(A 
—JVutTlJ Ancwbli,' of a Siddiur— A H^art- 

runding Scene, 

After u stay of three months at Bom* 
bay, the fc “ Heretordabire^ sailed on din 
lath Hay for London, taking home the 
wounded men from the bay lea of M on It 21 n 
mid Chilli an wallah, in charge of Captain 
Maepherson, who had lost un arm nl Chil- 
linuwallah, where he entered the field ol 
little in 1 he morning, a sixth Lieute- 
nmit, and came out the same day a Cap- 
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bun, all above him in Jiis regiment having 

KUlejj uj the fig ht 6 

I luu3 the choice of going on to China 
in a ship that wa« to soil in three days, and, 
being anxious to visit the Celestial hr r mire 
I left the “Herefordshire," not without 
reluctance, and proceeded farther East. 
At an early hour on the 16th May. the 

ship “ Charlotte J*ne,’ r of 7Hd tons, Ales* 
ander r,an*reiice, commander, weighed an¬ 
chor from the middle ground, and before 
long. Bombay was out of sigjtf, and we w ere 
in rout* for China. The crew consisted of 
Lascars, with English officers, and petty 
officers. Th e ship was built at Bristol, 
f lenfc - und is very- handsomely 

htted up, with great height between decks. 
™ d excellent ventilation. She was com¬ 
pleting her first voyage, having sail*! from 
London to Sydney with emigrants. She 
had proceeded to China, and from thence to 
Bombay, to load with cotton, and was now 
returning to China to lake in tea for London. 
LV teas not being ready prevented her 
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doing so on her first visit there. We find 
the ship rather tender, owing to her being 
cotton-laden, and hope in that trim not to 
meet with n typhoon in the China sens. 
All the orders to the crew are given in Hin- 
dustance, the Sarong ami Tinduls, who are 
like boatswains amongst them, being the only 
persons who understand English; this gives 
to the voyage quite an oriental finish. Our 
object was to reach the southernmost point 
of Ceylon before the setting in of the south¬ 
west monsoon, which sh, generally about, the 
1st of June, and is attended with much 
danger to ships caught- in it on the western 
coast of India, then a lee-shore upon winch 
the monsoon blows with great fury. 

We were favoured with a fair wind all 
down the coast, and, by the 2T>th ot Hay, 
had passed to the eastward of Ceylon, and 
were Hying with a strong breeze across the 
Bay of Bengal, having fortunately escaped 
from the coast before the setting In °f ^e 
monsoon. 

A fine run across the Bay of Bengal so 011 
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brought us near to the Stmite of Malacca, 
The wind now Logan to fall very 

Whiclj f * tl,c most to fear in these parts’ 
where ships only depend on the stalls for 
sailing through. We exchanged colours 
with an English barque, home ward-bound, 
that passed close to us, and ware preparing 
to spent her, when a sudden squad pre- 
vented it. We were anxious to know 
it there was war with China, on account of 
the intended opening of the gates of Canton 
to Englishmen, agreeably to a previous treaty, 
which time had now arrived, and it was sup 
posed the Chinese would resist, 

e found, on our arrival there, that they 
W refused to open them, and the question 
remains to this day in statu quo. 

Our progress is slow between the Nicobar 
island and Sumatra, which coast we wish to 
avoid, but a strong currant sets us on to it. 

At noon, the chief officer descried high land 
in the distance, on the starboard bow, which 
soon proved to be the Islands of Pulo Rondo, 
nlo \V ay, and Pulo Brasse, situated on the 
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north coast of Sumatra, and seen at a dis¬ 
tance of forty miles. Beyond them is the 
high land of Sumatra, called Acheen head, 
distant about five leagues; the wind being 
light, and the current against ns, we an¬ 
chored for the night, 

June 1st. The coast of Sumatra is very 
mountainous \ n little inland, Golden moun¬ 
tain, a distinct peak, rises 7,000 feet above 
the level of the sea. It can be discerned 
from a ship's deck, at a distance of ninety 
utiles. The shore is lined with cocoa-nut 
trees, as far as the eye can reach. Ihe 
sea being os smooth as a mill-pond, we 
lowered a bout, and had a row in the Straits 
of Malacca; but, from"the excessive heat of 
the sun, vc were soon glad to give it up, 
and return on hoard. 

During the evening, A large sword-fish 
leaped out of the water several times close 
alongside, and in the night we hud a 
“ Sumatra,” which is a very sudden squall 
from off the mountains, accompanied 
with much lightning, generally occurring 
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at night. These squalls are peculiar to this 
coast, a lit] require great watching, as they 
come on strong and unexpected in the midst 
of light winds, when the ship is covered 
with canvass alow and aloft; they are soon 
over, and so would be a ship that did not 
keep a sharp look out for them. 

The next day, we found ourselves a few 
miles from the shore, which is well wooded, 
and contains several villages, and detached 
fisher loan’d huts. Some boats with a squafe 
umt-sajt are coasting along, but do not seem 
inclined to communicate with ua. This 
being the region of il Malay proas,’ 1 of 
piratical notoriety, we are content to see 
that they are of small size, and few in 
number. The coast is inhabited by bare 
barons tribes, who have attacked many 
sliips ami massacred the crews. The sailing 
directions advise caution in approaching, or 
in communicating with the shore, A few 
days ago, the arms ware cleaned and put into 
good order ns a precautionary measure. 
Diamond Point, Sumatra, is now in sight, 
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and several three-masted Malay proas are 
passing in the distance. 

5th June. A dead calm; we have only 
made three miles since yesterday. After 
breakfast, a scene occurred that formed a 
strong contrast to the placid aspect of the 
si iip, lying motionless upon the blue waters. 

The Lascars, who make their last meal 
at sis, p,m 4] had been hard at work all 
night in the rain, making and shortening 
sail, and hod kept at it up to their breakfast 
hour, at nine, when the mate very injudi¬ 
ciously set them about some job on the 
ibmunst, not requiring immediate attention, 
which kept them from their “ kniinmi, 1 ' 
that jjl> doubt they were in want of; one 
and all of them refused to go on with the 
work, and came aft in an insolent manner, 
to complain to the Captain, m it appears 
they had done to the Ser&ng. without his 
giving a due consideration to their reasoua* 
hie demand. 

The mate, being the only one who under¬ 
stood their language, without going into 
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the ease, reported it as an net of open 
mutiny, pushed them for words hastily, and 
several blows were exchanged. Their 
numbers being overpowering, the cutlasses 
were called for, not knowing how it would 
end. The Lascars were driven from the 
ijtuirter-deck, when it appeared that many of 
them had not token part with the mutineers, 
and were willing to proceed with their duty. 
On that account, for the sake of example, 
the 11 Seedee," or Abyssinian, who had dis¬ 
tinguished himself the most in the disturb¬ 
ance, was seized up to the Cflpstem, and 
sentenced to receive three dozen, in pre¬ 
sence of all the crew, drawn up to witness 
punishment. 

The officers and petty officers were 
called on the poop, and armed with mus¬ 
kets and cutlasses, to be used by them if 
necessary. The Sevang was then called; 
and, lifter n long explanation, in which it 
appeared that ho himself was a link in 
fault for not reporting the complaints made 
to him by the crew in n proper manner to 
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the captain, the flogging was remitted, on 
the understanding that in future it should 
be given 11 Egdum n (hI once) for any breach 
of discipline from any one of them ; and the 
captain at i he same time gave orders s tliat ex¬ 
cepting iu cases uf emergency, their hours of 
meals were not to be interfered with on any 
account; all parties dispersed equally satis- 
fled, and tin hour afterwards it was difficult 
to believe that such a stirring scene had 
occurred at all in the quiet “Charlotte Jane/ 1 
During the day, a boat was lowered to try 
the current. We were surrounded by por¬ 
poises. one of which I shut, n few yards from 
the bout. Bonetas were jumping continually 
out of the water; sea-snakes floated by in 
numbers, and sea-birda were flying over 
head in all directions* 

A very singular feature in the Straits 
of Malacca is the great number of large 
trees constantly flouting about, driven 
down from the Sumatra and Malay®* 
rivers, into the sea. At a distance they 
appear like ships, or boats with sails, and 
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are often covered with barnacles, and fol¬ 
lowed by sharks and various other hah. 
As you advance to the eastward, they de¬ 
crease in number and in size. 

The islands of Pub Varela and Pub 
Jttrmi. on the Haley coast, are in right. 
Anchored oft I’ulo Tinutlicri, the wind and 
tide being against us. All these islands 
are high, ami covered with a thick green 
jungle, from the top down to the water’s 
edge, which, contrasting with the clear 
azure blue of ihc sea, forms a very beauti¬ 
ful landscape, 

dune 10th. Exchanged signals with the 
ship 11 Trusty,” from Amman, to Singa- 
[•ore. Asked Captain Barkly* to break' 
fast. He came with a gentleman who had 
been in the vessel fora year, on a voyage of 
pleasure. They stayed all day with us, the 
ships keeping company. 

By a curious coincidence, these two 
vessels had passed, each other some months 

Sineo nnfartmuttly Onjimml by the np^iting □£ a Immu 
WciflBUiig River* In Oilim 
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before, when outward bound, within a few 
miles of the spot where we met again, close 
to the Two-and-a-Holf Fafhotn Bank, the 
terror of all navigators in these Straits, and 
where government talks of ■fixing a buoy 
that will be of no service. A floating light 
ia what is required, the danger being in the 
night, when u buoy cannot lw seen, tiny 
better than Purcclur Hill, which is the land¬ 
mark to steer by in the day time, but many 
miles distant from the Bank. 

All ships going through the Straits would, 
no doubt, willingly contribute towards atoll 
to keep it up, and most probably from tin: 
stir now made, a floating light will soon be 
laid down. 

On our arrival at Singapore, wc found a 
Committee formed, to take the opinions of 
all captains coming through this high-road 
to China as to the best measures required to 
point out the hidden dunger. 

The general opinion at Singapore i*, that 
“ nothing less than a floating light will fir *■/ 
muck practical benefit to the shipping interest,” 

Captain Lawrence, a most excellent navi- 
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gntor and experienced seam tin, stated before 
the Committee in answer as to tlie most fit¬ 
ting locality for the buoys sent down from 
Bengal to bo placed in the straits of Mid ticca. 
~ u One on the Two-and-a-half Fathom 
Bank, and one on the South Bands ; but a 
Ugfit-vessel would be preferable to both, and 
no ship would object to pay part of the ex* 
pet]sc of the light/' 

Captain Barklv, commander of the 
Trusty, stated “one on the Two-und-n-halt 
Fathom Bunk, and the other on the Bh-nheira 
Shoalbut I agree with Captain Lawrence 
about a ligl^tussfl^ which no ship would ob¬ 
ject to contribute to. At that time, the 
Committee had already obtained the recorded 
opinions of twenty-eight commanders uf 
vessels visiting these parts. All arc unani¬ 
mously in favour of a floating light, and not 
only recommend its establishment, in pre¬ 
ference to buoys, but are equally agreed 
cheerfully to contribute to the expenses at¬ 
tending it. 

Towards evening, Imving got an indistinct 
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view of Parcelar Hill, we were preparing to 
anchor during the night, when a violent 
“Sumatra, 1 ' stronger than any we hod y«t 
experienced, struck the ship. We were not 
mom than a mile distant from the bank. 
The anchor was let go, but we had got a 
foul hawse, and the chain could not run 
through. The other at ichor was not ready. 

The night waa dark, the rain came down 
in torren ts, thunder and lightning succeeded 
each other with terrific rapidity, 1 he 
shouting of the officers and the wild cries ot 
the Lascars, rose above the raging teni}^b 
and the hum incut danger of striking on the 
Lank close at hand, rendered the scene one 
of the most fearfully exciting it is possibl' 1 
to imagine. This continued until the wel¬ 
come sound of the chain-cable, rushing freely 
along the deck 3 , proclaimed to our anxious 
cars that the second anchor had reached the 
bottom, A few minutes later, it would have 
been of no avail, as we must have struck 
upon the Two-and-a-hnIf Fathom Bank. 
Nothing I have witnessed nt sea ever made 
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such iin impression upon me as the stirring 
scene that night, excepting on n former voy¬ 
age* a burial at sea off Cape Horn- Among 
the troops we then had on board, was an 
Irishman, who was returning home invalided, 
with liis wile and two children. Off New 
Zealand, he was seized with tnysipelaS, 
which, under ordinary circumstances, would 
probably not have been fatal, but, in those 
tempestuous regions of the much mb-uamed 
Pacific Ocean, the chances were all against 
him, and the continual violent motion of the 
ship, constantly under reefed canvass, so ag* 
grafted his complaint as to leave no hope of 
recovery; lie lingered a few weeks, and died. 

The afternoon was the time fixed for com¬ 
mitting his remains to the deep, with all the 
ceremony usual on such occasions. The 
crew' and troops were mustered on the quar¬ 
ter-deck, and the passengers and officers 
before the poop. The body, sewn up in a 
hammock and covered with the Union Jack, 

* In l*4i, wliiiii rpttuumj; fata A cut rnLuia wiUi M l« la 
vAliiit of Ilia Bfjfl Eegiiarut OWnJ- 
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was 11 In ceil against one of the quarter-deck 
port-holes. Tliti minister read the burial 
service, and everything was read}' to cast 
off, when there arose a scene of inexpres¬ 
sible despair that drew tears from the eyes 
of most present. 

The wife of the deceased, a young person 
iif great beauty, who u111.ii that tnoment had 
stifled her grief, threw herself upon the ham¬ 
mock containing tile corpse of her husband, 
and clung to if, with so convulsive a grasp, 
that nothing could induce her to abandon 
it. 

The little children, unconscious of their 
loss, stood smiling by. Every heart wa*s 
melting, and the rough sailors who during 
that perilous navigation had faced shch 
hardships that might be supposed to render 
them callous to anything like feeling, were 
equally affected. 

There was something so bitter in the 
thouglit of leaving for ever her departed 
husband in those dark, desolate regions of 
eternal storms, at the very farthermost ex- 
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tenuity of the globe, when only a fW days 
before she had been footer mg fond hopes of 
his recovery, and of passing her days in 
some quiet retreat of her native isle. It 
was so painful to reflect upon f that all present 
shared her grief. 

But a fresh feature had arisen, which 
added yet to the interest of that heart¬ 
rending scene* The wind had been gra¬ 
dually getting up, and had no w increased 
to n gale. It became difficult to stand on 
deck. The service was concluded, and the 
Captain and clergyman entreated her to 
allow the body to be consigned to its lost 
home, but nil was of no avail. 

Suddenly, the wind sunk to a lull, the 
forerunner of a heavier storm; when its 
death-like silence woa interrupted by the 
shrill voice of the chief officer—" Stand by 
topsail halyar*is j fou and aftf' 

The sailors, who hud watched the coming 
tempest, had long expected this order, and 
flew to their respective stations ; the huge 
musts 'were bending under too ample 
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canvass, and the ocean around was be¬ 
coming one timss of loam. Scarcely a 
minute tad dupaed, when, from the same 
voice, was heard the well-known command 
— u All hands reef topmils f away aloft /" 

Tlie scene of confusion had now reacted 
its height. The number of people on the 
qutirte r-deck sc riously i 11 to r h * re d with i 1 1 e 
TiianceuiTcs; the danger was great, and 
required decided measures- The Captain, 
at last, was obliged to consult the safety of 
the ship; and, reluctantly allowing his duty 
to supersede the softer feelings of his nature, 
gave the order to lead her away* Never 
vrili that sad moment be effaced from my 
memory, and the scene of despair that fob 
lowed must he left for the imagination to 
conceive. 

* # * 3 * 

The sailors sprung aloft, the topsail yards 
were lowered on the cap * y and the loud 
rattling of chains, which they caused by 
their fallp formed the last funeral dirge to 
the re maim of the unfortunate soldier. 
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A DAY tS THE GOVERXOHS BOTTLE 

[Ai t!ia fallowing icry Latcr^iting ptuiicuEflrtId to 1mlion 
to lhftO#HrtSJnciifi *\( t'vtfry-rEuy life in the h-niH-.- of Etta Noble 
Governor in wham I buTu aJlaJod, uliacldiiie. 1 tite port tea 
of my narrimvc! in wL IdIi they refer, mnd throw m Irtcoja- 
■idtimMe light an QrifTita! mtunCfS Had ciuLoiiu, I hare 
vfmtarail to InaeHhH them from the CICtilhiEtl periodical, in 
tfhlcli they liitvu appear^ I.] 

11 Henceforth , 11 sayia recent writer, speaking 
□Jf the East, Pi a Wdy and stately vision is. ever 
present to my mind and my heart, ... Moun¬ 
tains, valleys, and wans are nmv between u* t btii 
mental portraiture can never Ik? obliterated** Tu 
tliii I yield a cordial assent ; for in fnr more tirid 
colours than any Other scenes of my lift.- are those 
of a short residence in India pointed on my 
memory; daguuneotypvd there perhaps by that 
glorious siiULp the reniembrnnce oT which mnkes 
the brightest day of our northern summer appear 
pale and faded* My Eastern borne was the go¬ 
vernor’s house at Bareli, a noble buildings origi¬ 
nally a Portuguese convent* surrounded by (din 
nearest likeness to an English park that ever I 
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saw in lndia H The elmpel of former times ha* 
been made a vast dsiiisig-rtwjnn s tie chancel a biU 
Liard-mum—* sad deaeration, to which time, how¬ 
ever, has reconciled the hi mates of the dwelling* 

Above ttiis tranhiftiriiaed church a suite of draw- 
ing-rooffl* has been built, opening inEa lofty it one 
corridors hung with the painted lumps of China* 
The shaping apartments are also in suiti"-* and to 
each is attached a sitting- room and b& tl ss+ 1 he 

j dimmed windows of our chambLM's comin&udiri a 
fine view of the Kaniihalh Hilhu and immediately 
beneath them lay the gulden, which, though rather 
quaint and formal, was very pretty. In the 
centre path,, opposite the dining-room, stood that 
loveliest of ornaments, a fountain, having on each 
ride of it one of those tall trees, the berries of 
which arc natural castiuuH*, that ring mmt musi- 
enlSy in every breeze, bringing to remembrance 
the ringing-tree of the 11 Arabian Nights, 11 From 
the branches of these leafy musicians a nuigni- 
fieem creeper hung in a festoon over the t nun tain« 
and the spark ling water, playing high above it, 
left in its descent many a liquid opal on its 
white bell-shaped flowers. Beyond these opened 
a glimpse of the tank, shaded by lofty pdms. 

A day spent in this Eastern dwelling was *o 
different in its routine, its business* and its plea-* 
surefl, from cue passed in buay England* that a 
sketch of the fi sayings and doing*" of fuur-ftnd* 
twenty hours there limy not be devoid of Interest 
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tu those wbn know Littb or the detail of Oriental 
life; in which ** the golden houjoT glide by in 
nneli it sweet monotony T that a picture of one day 
would image forth nearly all the yoars* 

\ vty regularly at five o'clock every morning, 
tilt? crows awoke, and by their discordant naatliua 
effectually banish sleep; a very uinmumiittc ending 
to pleasant dreams; but the free ness of the 
morning air stealing through the jalousies, atones 
for the ungracious noise. Those of our household 
who rode or walked early then prepared for their 
excursion; for myself, 1 preferred the s between 
sleeping and waking* of the coolest hour of the 
day, except on a few occasions, when I was 
tempted to a hi itch by starlight* Gradually tUia 
half sleep is disturbed by r.3i .■ low plmhing of 
water, as the bearer# commence filling t-iu bath; 
an employment of some duration, as it is effected 
by bringing tliL- water in jars„ called chatiu's f up 
several flights nf stairs. 

The bath is undoubtedly the greatest luxury 
of the East \ one lingers in it as long els possible, 
for the toilet width follows us in the heat a weary 
tusk; though, on returning to the aieepiny-raom, 

I he refreshmen t of a cup of tea and biscuit is 
always presented to the bather* On issuing from 
our chamber, we were greeted in tlio bug corridor 
beyond il by the assembled BeminlJ, who had 
passed the night there— tilt* bead-fcervants, the 
sepoy, the bearers, and a gardener; the 3mt of 
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whom held on a solver hi* fragrant morning offer¬ 
ing of a bouquet of red roses* tied round a slick 
to preserve them from the warmth of the hand* 
and bathed in rose-water to increase their fresh- 
ue*s. This pretty gift is offered with a profound 
salaam, and a grace which is apparently the in¬ 
heritance of the children of the East, 

The corridor we traversed was o gallery open 
on out mJc with jalousies m t on the opposite wall 
hung some picLiiivs, on which, from the train of 
thought they awoke, l could never gaie without 
feeling touched* 1 hey were view# of Scotland, 
and a faded Likens of Noil Gow f muniorinh n£ 
the patriotic fee Hugs of a funner and Scotch go- 
renior. But the climate of India is unfriendly to 
the arts. The monsoon is the unsparing enemy of 
pianos and pictures; and the Views of the SMI* 
of the Clyde and Melroae Abt»y have become, 
under its influence, very ghostly and faded images 
o f tli u d U tint seen es they rep re n U Nine o'clock 
brought brewkJW* u meal consisting of fi-^h [of 
which the pomfret is puthaps the beat}, turry, 
mutton-chops, grilled chickens, eggs, guava-jelly * 
manualude, limes, oranges, mungoes, bauanas t tca ff 
&c. At iU clwc t the servants bring finger-gksscs, 
in which arc fragrant lime-leaves* a delightful ad¬ 
dition to the cool water they contain. Over the 
break fust-table n punkah is suspended* Afl we 
dispersed to our several morning occupations, we 
uiw a number of hones on the lawn in front, led 
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About by the grooms, and adorned wjib strings of 
the cjilmnutii flower. Oti enquiry, ive found that 
the day was the f festival of horses , 1 and that their 
owners were expected to give a Auc£rAirJ& to the 
animals* attendants, part of which hi oj devoted to 
religious purposes—If sneli a term can be studied 
to a heathen Sacrifice—-and tile rest to a grand 
entertainment among themselvcSi. 

The governor had retired to hh office, 
whither he wan speedily folio wed by s rnynl sup- 
p] Earn p w host- approach excited no small amusement. 
We were standing In the dm wing-room, when 
from the grand staircase rose the sudden ap¬ 
parition of a couple or large blankets bold oidc- 
wayaby six lie irer*, mm to form a *art of passage* 
Within thi$ extraordinary veil walked tin 3 East-rn 
priiicHstg, her tiny and jewelled anklet and naked 
feet being visible below it. She did not deign to 
take an y notice of us; but, without appearing to 
observe anyone in the room* the procession moved 
slowly and solemnly post m t and ascended to the 
Burra Sahib's EipaitmetiU Here, as we afterwards 
learned, she stepped from her screen, and after a 
speech to the governor. Informing him that she 
considered him as a father, nnd hh private secre¬ 
tary os her brother, she lifted her veil, and 
displayed the features of all elderly Hindoo woman, 
which are almost invariably plain even to uglncaa. 
The request the came to proffer was, that she 
might many her minister; but, fir certain political 
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reasons, the Burn Sahib hud the cruelty to refuse 
her | and, after trying fill kinds of eloquence una¬ 
vailing! v , thn disappointed lidy returned behind her 
blanket-screen, find departed in the same fingukr 
and solemn state in whkb the had appeared. 

Al it range, nr even a stranger guest, occupied 
the remainder uf the governor's morning. This 
was a chief whose mother had vowed before his 
hi rib that if Siva granted her a certain prayer, her 
child* when he bad attained a proper age, should 
creep on his hands and knees to pay his homage 
to the nearest English ruler* The ikied period 
had now arrived, and the involuntary pilgrim* in 
obedience to his mother's vow, had crawled nearly 
seven hundred fnitea, taking many weary days or 
nights fur the journey t and gsum-d Pnfejl, Ids 
hand a and knees tom and wounded by his terrible 
toil. I missed seeing him, and regretted I lie 
circumstance much* as such unsgiftih perlortruincc 
of duty gave him a strong hold on our interest 

Tiileri, or luncheon* was ready at half-past two, 
and in tbs profusion and variety of the viands 
greatly surpassed the breakfast. The attendant*, 
who wait behind each person 1 * chair, are Eaisces 
^the ancient fire-worshippers, or Gbebers of 
Persia, who fled from Mohammedan persecution 
To Eombny, and have thero risen, by their talent 
and energy, fur above the original lords of the 
Id ltd * TifFcn If the time when in general all the 
family assemble, and occasional visitors are re~ 
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drived, It ia* I believe* uuuil for people to take 
n siesta after luncheon ^ in this Etta tern custom, 
however, we did not indulge, but read, played, or 
worked r m in England* till five o'clock, when the 
carriage wns announced, mid wc went rorouruaur.1 
drive* The governor 1 * equipage is always at¬ 
tended by a cavalry guard ; and on tills occasion 
it was frit in the Hindoo lancers his escort Wits 
cho&m ; whose slim forma* dark complexions, gay 
uniform, mid the fluttering pennon at the head of 
their Lances, added greatly to the picturesque effect 
of the runners with gold sticks, and the gaudy 
garra-walkhs belonging to the turn-out. Our 
drive iva.^ either to the etplfimwle outride the fort, 
where the regimental bands generally played* or 
(rta on the day 1 lint describing) to the Breach—tt 
broken shore facing the setting sun. It was a 
long end picturesque drive; the road being some- 
times bordered by cot ton-trees, at others winding 
tli rough cocoa-mil groves, and at intervals flying 
to view the round towetH in which are the Parsecs' 
sepulchres* Horn the hateful vultures have their 
haunt, and sometimes swoop low over the carriage, 
gorged with tlnur foul repast upon the dead; for 
on n grating Upon tbo top of these towers the 
Parsec cur^ is laid to be devoured by the bird* 
of prey, the banc a falling through In rime, and 
thin mating way for another body. 

The Breach is the loveliest spot m Bombay 5 it 
is a winding shore, on which the waves of the 
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Indian Qcenti lose ihemselves amongst small and 
Low blaek rocks. A grave of paWtrtri* bound* 
the view towards the south; a Hindoo temple 
towards ibe north; and on the landwurl siita of 
the roitcl black broken rooks are crowned by the 
jwdmyreoe, in whose fan dike crown of leaves nnd 
branches the bird, which j like the Fnraee* low* 
the light* hangs her nest with fireflies, And here* 
at sunset, a singular and impressive scone pre¬ 
sented Itself, Our carriage was at firs* alone, hut 
presentK several white-robed Parsec* made their 
appearance, and Blinding in a line on Lite shore* 
offered their worship to the elements in silence. 
Then a mounted A fig ban galloped up, &nil f 
springing from hi a steed, spread Ids praycr-ci&rpct* 
and commenced the gesticulations of Moham¬ 
medan devotion,, laying his forehead on LIni earth- 
At a little distance?, by the Wi-Jidde, a Hindim 
knelt in prayer- His alto was a red tom# with a 
flag over it. The stillness of tbe hour—fur not a 
sound was audibk except the dosk of the waves— 
added greatly la the interest of the scene: flnd the 
carriage was kept station ary here for some time, 
the gorra-wallahs fanning away the insects from 
the_ horses till the moon rose, when by its clear 
pure light we drove home wards. 

That evening was to be marked by a display 1 td 
royal favour to the first descendant of Shein* wfm 
(since -Saladin f) has received the honour of kn%ht- 
hootL After a grand dinner, tbe governor was to 
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present t& Sir Jimaetjec Jefljcffbkoy t a Parser* a 
gold medal get with diamonds, mid bearing her 
Majesty f* liktfneu, ha a present from the Queen, 
Hie dinner hour wa_f eight,, sindl the party con- 
siitcti what would people think of Jtuch a ilintier 
[ianj at that —of tigAfy person* f It h the 

duty of the atdi»~de-aLtiip to arrange the pra- 
“*■» properly; and, as Uio Ai^lo-Indian* arc 
iw me what jealous of the r*vflW prirah g<* of 
going down stiirs first* the Mast. Indk Cvnfnnjr 
hnvi? given certain rates by w inch tin? judgment of 
th r j utm tb’iii l fj of the stall is guided ; one point 
liLfbi^ that nil the cm! tuid military |khi pie of the 
tfempinyWrvfc? akhll pmc do th- QtrouV • 

A dinner el the gnvifrniueiu-houiL- i* m grand 
A^Lir. I he *Ltiirs are of black marble, and on 
tarh sttp sLiind two Hindoo sobiii v-, each with a 
drawn sword; ilowerputa of choice plants being 
rite pEacod ufiiir them on lHc same wide step. 
The dinner is setTed in the' Rnw ui fashion- a 
splendid dUplav of pkte t fruit, and flowers on ttm 
table, and a bill of fjrr on everybody's plate, 
fiom which all choose their repost. These bills uf 
fare* are cunou^ from the mode of cxpre^Di] 
adapted in them by the Prarsee wriltr. After 
snyp^fi^h, ^k'tufkcv 1 roajt f geniiitlj heads 
an endless Vm of strangely-spelled duhea; ’plum- 
pudding AqiP and 1 Iminnas fry* living a I moat 
always in the rntalogue of the second cour-c, 
AbTHt eighty servant* tvnit on the quests at 
vol. r, o 
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Parell; in private bouse* it is usual, we were told, 
for the quests to bring tlicir own attendant* to 
UrJUt At table* 

*\\4 ien the gentlemen same into the drnwmjf- 
room, preparations were made for the presenta tion 
of tho medal. A email tabic, covered with a 
velvet cushion, was brought to the upper end ot 
the principal dm wing-room, mid tho governor 
took his place beside it. The tV~seo knight was 
then h,d forward by the secretaries ; he was a tall, 
fine old Ilian, with a most benevolent expression 
ill hiw dark eve-'.uni on his lofty brow. Hew 
dresnctl in the cosiuine of his notion ti flowing 
mitlmnivy-irhile rube girt round the waist with & 
rich scarlet shawl of Cashmere, mid on his head 
the stiff square cap, covered with deep lilac cotton, 
which was originally a budge of degradation and 
inferiority imposed ou his race by the Hindoo* las 
the yellow cap was during the middle age* on the 
Jews), but is now retained by the Qbebara as «n 
honoured rucinarial of their adherence lo th«r 
ancient faith. The governor presented him with 
tho golden gift in tl» UueenV name, informing 
him that it was a token of her Majesty* esteem, 
and of her sense of the munificence he had da- 
played toward* her subjects, he having tn the 
cu,ise of a year bestowed the immense sum ®f 
£ 90 , 00 ® in charity on Europeans. 

The Parsec listened with look® of intense 
gmiificatioit; and when tho governor «a*d 
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speaking* drew n paper from his girdle, and read 
hti answer of thanks very intelligibly* Ho was 
1 lien presented lo Elic Indies near him; and his 
little daughter wjk* introduced. She wai a lovely 
chi Ed, nj about ton years of age, wearing a lse.ad- 
rlit^s similar to her fathers, oild in her nose e 
splendid ring, about the drcuinfernnce of half-a- 
emu-n, to which were suspended an cuicraM and 
rwg liu'gii pearls. I [114 ornament is W no meanr 
unbecoming, and U equivalent In rigniEh’.itloiri m 
our wedding ring* Wl; learned, however, that 
*h■- little PerujLinbJiojr was not betrothed* i n Li 
Uhtiiil sat her agc r her father* with singular liLwjni- 
litjr leaving her the privilege of choosing her 
h uf; u n d; Si Lit that he judged u expedient to 
conform to the prejudices of his cast* by making 
her wear the nose jewel. Her at lire otherwise 
consisted of * scarlet satin tunic covered with 
figured lace, trouscra of the same maUtflajLv, u dose 
jacket of dark-blue satin, and ftjur necklaces— 
une of emeralds, another of wpphircs, and the 
others of Urge? pearls and diumuud* * liittAc costly 
ornainenLfj were valued at £10,000, or nine of 
rupees, The Patiee girl* arc allowed to mix m 
society till they attain the age of twelve, when 
they are daiely shut up in the zenana ; and it ia 
neat considered etiquette to Quito even an inquiry 
ifter their health of their husbands 
Sir Jamsetjee Jeejjeebhoy owes bis immenie 
fortune, estimated at MaOQjJQQ a yufldr t solely to 
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bin itidustry rind energy- He was originally a 
bouU--u'cffafti or relief uf old buttles; but, by 
carefully huabfljntiijg amall guin% and living 
frugally! was at last Mv lo speculate in opiunii 
and other branched ut 1 Oriental trsfic. His eonr- 
merckd genius directed the*t + apeeulntiutu so 
judiciously p that he now the riches «f his nice, 
and the gold thus wois is used for the noblest 
purposes* Tins sum mentioned above on the 
authority of the governor* an hospital trj ected and 
endowed at his own expense* a to 

unite the islands of S dinette and Bombay* tormt?flj 
\t dangerous pai5sn^n—are but a few publiu iustaiv 
cos nt' I dt' bene dee tice. W lien he d r 11 • • • our, sil 1 
luu ilfViijs a bag of pi*-*' \ halt pence i beside him to 
throw to I lie poor, mid ij ut course tullo* ud by ft 
nrange and motley crew, Dancing followed the 
presentation* and terminated nt eleven by the 
performance of "God save die Queen. 1 asked 

the young Parsec if she would tn dance F Site 
replied very quietly, “Soi when I vidl fur dan¬ 
cing, I need not dn it myself; I get people to 
danco for nie * and I wonder tin* rich English do 
not so likewise, instead of dancing themselvM* 
She made the same observation with regard to 
Tiuiiicr, n stretch of philosophical contempt for the 
fine arts which we found more difficult to pardon. 

At cloven we retired for the night, posing 
again through the picture-gallery, the door of 
which wni now partially covered with sleeping 
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figures^ closely muffled in lung rota*, and extended 
oil uinta; one I'araec b'ny being distinguished from 
liib coittpMJiian* by n floating drapery of silver 
gnu&e over Im head aud shoulders, Through tha 
partially open jaJtmrics shunc the lucid a tun, 
lookiopr so dernr^ bright and solemn, that (but 
f .r the iiMJiqui one longed to keep a r\#\\ on 
* the house top/ and watch their silent eoumea. 
But die shrill horn of the tiny tormentora buvL'riug 
round us S or bade the tvi4j : thi-» is iheir laciur* nod 
their reign is is despotic one. Xu marvel one 
Cannot set? n feature of tta 1 dark vi-^iges of the 
keepers; they are muffled from the Lite of these 
evil genii, who as drccLually destroy rvpoae as if 
they were ao many troubled cmjsdrncea. 

At the end of the corridor stood nn uukindled 
or iron luukeE of eliiLrcoab with a kettle and 
« fan it, in ease the f uuum] sahibs shook] 

require tea in the night \ and near k sat our sepoy 
Juan, a tail graceful Hindoo,, waiting our coining 
with liisn sword bwide him, before hi 1 al.tii went to 
•i I cap, which he did un the mat out tide mu silken 
screen. A cup of tea, and a slice of bread arid 
butter, constituted our evening meal, and then 
wc prepared for rest. The lamp* of cocoa-nut 
oil were placed on the matting; the mraquito net 
had been already laid down ; u, if kept up a!W 
live o'clock, there is o chance of a muiqui to Ending 
a hiding-place within it. The bed itself is raised 
frum ike floor and stands on snuilt *tune pedestals, 
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hollowed* and filled with water* to prevent the 
ascent of jiny* or other ins-acts. Getting within 
the mosquito-net miff/ be a very rapid achievement* 
and is affectod' w hile the ayah waves ft Urge fan 
pound, to keep off the foe ; it U then closely secured * 
the candles extinguished, and nil*seek repose. 

Til is, nevertheless is sometimes difficult of 
attainment, m occasion nlly the hunt at night is 
intolerably oppressive, and r.lic nurses ore varied 
and ceasclu.-T : his&j a certain unknown 

Ltnsoct enures &o like a man, that at first I laid rli^ 
blame of the disturbance on Juan; and the jackal]* 
that ctm* over from Eleplumtu in search of prey, 
utter their shrill wail, which bears a painful 
resemblance to the cry of an infant, Toward* 
midnight, lights glancing by the palm-trees nvar 
the tank, the sound of the tom-tom. and of on 
instrument very like a bagpipe* announced a 
native wedding in the village, recalling the 
beautiful parable of the Bridal \ irgircs ; and, before 
the hist h brill tones became [naudiblej we were in 
the land of dreams, gating on home images, and 
hearing long silent voices; for in adtn’p the East 
and its gorgeous visions were invariably forgotten, 
mid we were again in that little Northern isle which 
bos no equal either in du* Western or Easlftn 
world.—ChainbeTs h Edinburgh Journal. 
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